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W HEREAS Our trufty and well-beloved 
Edward Dilly, of our city of Lou- 
don, Bookfcller, hath, by his petition, humbly 
rq^refented unto us, that he hath undei taken to 
print and publifh a work called The Bmjjh 
Blutarchf or Biographcal EnteHaimr ; being 
a felcdl collection ot the lives at lai^e of*tlj^^ 
moft eminent men, natives of Giyat-'Biitain 
and Ireland, from the reign of king Henry the 
Eighth, to that of Our late Royal Giandtather^ 
both inclufive : in the profecution of which he 
hath been at great trouble and expcnce in pro- 
curing accefi^to antient records, memoirs, pa- 
pers, "and other authentic intelligence : as well 
^s engaging feveral gentlemen of learning and 
abili&s> to compile from thofe materials, in 
fuch a ftil^ at)d «.V8^d, as to render that woxk 
more amiA’.&and univ^aily uieful, than aiiy 
Vud that nas hitherto made iti 
ap^it<iniH>'’^And, being defiroiu of reaping 

S I fruits of hi%faid labour and expence, ana 
ojring, >ihe full profit ^nd benefit that may 
fe from Tending the above-mentioned vain* 

aV* 


able work, without other perfonVinw. 
ferine in his juft property : he hari^h^ejbre 
v». jrrioft pumbly prayed Us to grant him Oui’Koyal 
Mieiice, for the foie ^intine, publilhuig, .^d 
vending, the (aid w(^. Ajfe do therefore/ by 
thefe Presents, fo far as may be agrteabli^^to 
the ftatute in that cafe i%aae and provided, 
gran j unto him, the faid Edward Dill Y, his 
executor', adminiftrators, and aftigns, Qur 
Koyal Licence, for the foie printing, publilli- 
ng, a d vending, the faid woik, for the. term 
n yeans; dlri^ily forbidding all Ouj? 

ful jeds, within Our kingdoms and dominions, 
to reyrinf, abridge, or publifli theTame, either 
in the like, or any other volume, or volumes, 
ivharfocver; or to import, buy, vend, utter, or 
d / ftribute, any copies thereof' i eprintrd beyond 
during the aforefkid term of fourteen 
^eirs, wifhout the confentand approbation of 
the /aid Edward D/lly. his hears, executors, 
^nd aftigns, under their hands and feals firft 
had and obtained, as they will anfwer the con^ 
trary at their peril. Wherefore the commif- 
fiotiirs, and other olHcers of the cuftojns, the 
mafter, wardens, and company^f ftationers, 
ar^ to take notice, that due obedience may bew 
.rendered to Our will and pleafure herein de- 
clared. 

Giwrjtr of Our Ccurt^af St. Ja^ V, ^bis zotb 

Day of January^ 176Z, in 
Our reign, ' 

" By His Majest'T^s 03^1 
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Thb life of 

Thomas Cranmer. 



[H.TS jfieat prelate was the Ton of 
Tbomas Cranmer, eiq. a gentle- 
man of an antient and wealthy 
family thaf came in with the^Con- 
qneror ; and was born at Afledon, 
in NotdtiAamihire, on the fecond of July, 
1498. £& £tther died when he was ¥^ry 
*yottng ; and his oiothef> when he was f^« 
teeh yew did, felt him to Cambiidge* He 
was decked fellow of Tefus College; where 
was fo well beloved, that, when his ftl- 
lowfhrp was vacant by his marriage, } et, his 
wife dying about a )ear after, the mailer and 
fellows chofc niix\ agalh 

Vql.III. .B This 


2 BRITISH PLUTARCH. 

This favour he ib gratefully acknowJedg^: 
when he was nominated to a feflowuip 
in cardinal Woliey’s new foundation at Oxon, 
though the falary was liluch pore confiderable, 
and die way to preferment injure read)^ by the 
favour of the cardinal, he nc;,«*ertheler5 declined 
it, and chofe rathei to condnue with his old 
fellow' col Ugians, who had given him fb iin* 
gulai a pioof of their afiedion. 

In the }ear 1523, he commenced dodor of 
diiinity, being then«in the twenty* fifth year 
of his age; and, being in gieat efleem for 
theological Icaiiiing, he was chofcn reader of 
the divinity Icdure in his own college, and 
ap|.oiiited by the uriverfity to be one of the 
examiners of thofe who took their d^rees in 
^(djvi^ty. 

^Duiing^liis refidcnce at Cambridge, the 
quelUon arofe concerning king Henry’s di- 
vorce ; and the plague breaking out in the uni- 
veifity about this time, he retiied to Waltham- 
Abbcy ; where cafuall; meeting with Gardi- 
ner Ibid Fox, the one the king’s fecretyy, the 
other hia almoner, and difcuurfing with them 
about die divorce, he greatly commended the , 
^edient fuggeiled to the king by cardinal 
Wolfcy, uf confulcing thewdivines of our own 
and the foreign univeifities. 1 his cofhrerfadon 
Fox and Gardiner rekied to the king, who 
immediately fent for him to court ; ad- 
miring his gravity, modefty, and learning, 
refolved to promote «him., Accordingly he 
made him his chaplain, and gave him a good 

btacncc^ 



THOMA^S CRANMER. 3 
Acfiefifc. He was alfo nomuated by him 
be arch-deacon of Taiinton. ’ . 

At the king’s command he drew up hjfdwn 
judgment of the^afe m writing ; and ib Iblidly 
deiSnSed it at tW% public fchool at Cambridge» 
that he brou^hw over divers of the contraiy 
part to his opinion ; particularly five of thorn 
fix doctors who had before given in their judg- 
ment to the king, for the lawfulnefs of the 
pope’s difpenfatioa for marrying his brother’s 
wife. • 

In the year 1 5 30, Dr. Cranmer was fent by 
the king to difpute on this fubjed at Paris^ 
and in other foreign parts. At Rome he deli- 
vered his book to the pope, and offered to juf- 
tify it in a public difputation: but, after fundry 
promifes and appointments, none appegre^ tos 
oppofe him publicly ; and, in ihore cffRrate 
conferences, he forced them to confeUf that 
the marriage was contrary to the law of Ggd. 
The pope conftituted him penitentiary-ge- 
neral of England, and difmifred him. In 
Germany, he gave full fatisfadion to* many 
learned nt€n, who were before of a contra^ 
perfuafion ; and prevailed on the famous On- 
ander, to declare the king’s marriage u&i|w- 
ful, in his Treatile of Incefluous Marriages ; 
and to’^raw up a form of diredtion, how the 
king’s procefs fhouldHbe managed ; which was 
fent-^^ver to England. Before he left Germa- 
ny, he was married to Ofiander’s niece ; 
whom, when he reanrned from his embafiVt 
^ B a kc 
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Vhc did not take over with him, but fciftt 
Vfe^jjrivatdy in 1534, 

In" Augull, 1532» archbiftiop Warham de- 
parted tiiis life ; and tfie kiijg, thinking Dr. 
Cranmer the moft proper p^lbn to fdcoeed 
him in the fee of Canterbury/’ wrote to him to 
haftcnhonie, concealing the reafon ; but Cran- 
mer gncfUng at it, and dafirous to decline the 
Nation, moved flovvly on, in hopes that the 
fee might be filled befoic Ids arrival : but all 
this backward nefs, aiKl the excufes which his 
great modclly and humility prompted him to 
make, when, after his li-turn, the king opened 
his rcfoluiioii to him, ferved only to laifc his 
mnjclly’s opinion of his merit ; fo that, atlall, 
he found himfclf obliged to fubmit, andg^nder- 
<alie the weighty charge. 

'flic pop?, notwithllanding Cranmer was a 
man very unacceptable to Rome, difpatched 
elfcven bulls to complete his charadcr. Thefe 
bulls the archbilhop, accoiding to cullom, 
received ; but inimediaicly furrendered them 
to the king, becaufe he would not acknow- 
ledge the pope's power of confenin|; ecclefiaf- 
tical dignities in England ; which he elleemed 
thg^iing’s foie right. He was confecrated on 
the thirtieth of March, 1^33; and, becaufe 
in the oath of fidelity to the pope? which 
he was obliged to take bfioic his confecration, 
there were feme things fecmingly inconftlent 
with his allegiance to the king, he made a pub- 
lic protefiation. That ht iiitjpnded not to take 




THOMAS CRANMER. 5 

^hc oath in any other fenfe than that which 
^as r|;concllcable to the laws of God» the 
Kuig’s juft prerogative, and the ftatutes of thi^ 
kingdom ; fo as not to bind himfelf t]i#.a)y 
to ail contrary ^0 any of thefe. This protefta- 
tioi) ke renewc^when he was to take another 
oath to the pcp^ at his receiving the pall ; 
and both times defired the prothonotary to mako 
a public inftrument gf his proteftation, and the 
peribns prefent to ftgn it. 

. The ftrft fervice the archbifhop did for the 
king, was pronouncing; the fentence of his di- 
vorce from queen Catharine j which was done 
on the twenty-third of May. Gardiner, bi- 
fliop of VVincheJler, and the biftiops of Lon- 
don, Bath, and Lincoln, being in commiftion 
with him. I'he (^ueen, after Ibree citations, 
neither appearing in perfon nor by proxy, was 
declared contumax; the depofitlons if Inline* 
to the confuinmation of the marriage with 
prince Ardiur wire read, together with the 
opinions of the moft noted canonifts and diviifes 
in favour of the divorce : and the arch- 
bilhop, with the unanimous confent of reft, 
of the co#inuftioncrs, pronounced the mar- 
riage between the king and queen Catharine 
null, and of no force from the beginning ;i^nd 
dc'cland them feparated a-id divorcetl frSm 
each other, and at liberty to engage with whom 
they pleafcd. ^ 

In. this affair, the archbifhop proceeded only 
upon what had been already concluded by the 
vniverfities, *convoc^ions, &c. and did no 
\ B ^ more 
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more than put their decifions into a form o. 

On the twenty eighth of May he held ano* 
tn^<k^ourt at Lambeth, in w'hich he confirmed 
the king’s marriage with Annp Bullen. The 
pope, marmed at thefe procetj^ings, by u pub- 
lic iiifirument declared the tiivorce null and 
void, and threatened to excommunicate the 
archbifiiop, unlefs he woi|ld revoke all that he 
had done : whereupon the archbilhop appealed 
from the pope to the next general council, 
lawfully called ; and fent the appeal, under 
his fcal, to Bonner, defiring him and Gardiner 
to acquaint the pope with it, in fuch a manner 
as they thought moll expedient. 

On the feventh of Scjptember, the new 
queen was delivered of a daughter, who was 
baptized the Wednefday following, andliamed 
%li^bfcth, mhbilhop Cranmer fianding god^ 
father. 

When the fupremacy can>e under debate, 
anti the ufurped power of the bilhop of Rome 
was called in queftioii, the archbifiiop an* 
fweredLall the arguments brought in defence 
of the papal tyranny, with fuch ftr^ngth and 
perfpicuity, that the foreign power was, with- 
ontjeruple, abolifiied by full confent in parlia- 
metn and convocation. The deftru£lion of 
this ufurped jurifdi^lion Cranmer had « prayed 
for many years, as himfe^f declared in a fer* 
jnon at Canterbury ; bccaufc it was the Qcca* 
fion of many things being done contrary to the 
honour of God and the good of this realm ; 

/ and 
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V be percdved no hopes of amendment 
^le 4 continued. This he now faw happily 
effected ; and, foon after, he ordered an aker^jl 
ation to be made in the archiepiicopal tie!e’& ; 
in Head of apod|plic 3 ^ fedis legatus, Hyling 
himfeff, mctiop^litanus. 

The king, wh^ffe fupremacy was now alinofl 
as univerfally acknowledged as the pope's had 
been before, looked pn the monaderies with a 
jealous eye; thefe he thought wet e. by their 
piivileges of exemption, engaged to the fee of 
Rome, and would prove a body of referve for 
the pope, always ready to appear in the quar- 
rel, and fupport his claim. This, it is pro- 
bable, was the chief motive which inclined 
the king to think of diiTolving them : and 
Crannmr being confulted on tks head, ap- 
proved of the refolution. He faw how incon-^ 
fident thofe foundations were wijh thc^joftr- 
nation of religion, which he then^had in view; 
and propofed, thUt, oat of the revenues of the 
monafterics, the king Ihould found more 0 i- 
ihoprics : that, the diocefes being reduced into 
lefs compafs, the biihops might the •"better 
difeharge th ir duty according to the fenpture 
and private practice. He hoped alfo, that, 
from thefe mins, there would be new iou^i- 
tions ere^ed in evciy cathedral, to be noHe- 
ries of beaming, under the infpeflion of the 
bifliop, for the ufe and benefit ot the whole 
diocefe. But thtfe noble defigns were unhap- 
pily defeated by the iinider arts of avaricious 
courtiers, Wlio,, without fear of the divine 
, B 4 vcngea’tc. 



« BRITISH PLUTARCH, 
vengeance, or regard to the good of the puly 
r lie, lludied only how, facrilegioully, fiD ry./: 
v^eir own fortunes out of the church’s fpoils. 

W^ien queen Anne Bullen was fent to the 
1\)wer, on a fudden jeafoufy „of the king, the 
a'chbiihop was greatly conceifned for her ftiif- 
fortune, and did his utmoft endeavours to ailifl 
her in her dirt refs. He wrote a confolatory 
letter to the king : in whkh, after having re- 
* commended to him an equality of temper, and 
refignntjon to Providence, he put him in mind 
of the great obligation- he had received from 
the queen^ and ende.wourcd todilpofe the king 
to clemency and a good humour. Finally, he 
mod humbly implored him, that, however 
unfortunate the i/Tueof this a^air might prove, 
he would dill continue his love to th*; gof- 
f Igd it fhould be thought, that it was 
for fiCrfak^only that he had favoured it. But 
neither this letter of the archbifliop, nor ano- 
ther very moving one wroFe with her own 
hand, made the lead impredion upon the king; 
for her ruin was decreed ; and, after Cranmer 
had declared her marriage with the king null 
and void, upon her confedion of a pVe-contraft 
with the earl of Northumberland, die was tried 
in t]:e Tower, and executed on the nineteenth 
of May, 1536. 

In 1537, the archbifliop, with the jfint au- 
thority of the bilhops, ftt forth that valuable 
book, intitled, The Inditution of a Chridian 
Man. This book was com po fed Jin Convoca- 
tion, and drawn up for st diredion to the bi. 

; Ihops 



THOMAS CRAUMER. 9 
Jbops and clergy. It contains an explanation 
f f the Creed, 3ic Lord^s Prayer, the Ave Ma- 
Jliai, Jnftification, and Purgatory. ^ j 

‘ Afchbilhop Cranmer, from the day of hj/ 
promotion to the fee of Canterbury, Lacbcon* 
tinually employa^ hifPthoughts on getting the 
feriptBres tianfliircd into KngUfh. 11c had of- 
ten folliclted majeiiy about it, and, at 
length, obtaiiitd a giant, that they might be 
aianilated and printed. For want of good pa- 
per in England, the copy was fent to Pans ; 
and, by Uoniier’s means, a licence was pro- 
cured loi piiiiiing it tlv"ie. As foon as fome 
ol the copies came to the archbilhop’s hands, 
he lent one of them to ficloid Croni»vcll, de- 
fuiiig him to profeiu it, in his name, to the 
king ; impo tuning him to intciccde with his 
majelfy^ that, by his authority, all l.is fuhjcds 
might Iia\c the liberty of it vvuhont 

conihaint : which lord Ciomvtell ftccoriWgly 
did. 

'riic book Wit? icccivcd with ’n xprcflibic 
joy ; every one that was able pujciiaicd it, arfd 
the poor greedily flocked to hem it lead. Some 
pcifons in years Icaincd to icad on ptffpofe 
that they ftiight peiuic it; and eve i little 
childien crowded with cagcinels to hear it. 
The aichbifiiop was not yet convin^eu of\|die 
falftnels of th( .JWu’d ductmie ot tran ubii^- 
tiation,'^at cuntinued a Ihfl* inaii)«.aiiicr ol the 
ccr^ Oieal pielence ; a« appe 4rs fjom his bf ing 
unhappily concerned in the ptofecuiion ot* 
Lanibeit, wh^ was biunt, on the twcirieth of 
* J4 5 November, 
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November, 1538, for denying tranfubilaiiti^ 
tion. f 

In 1549, th8 archbifliop, and the otfaer 
Lop^ wno favonred a reformation, fell under 
the King’s difpleafure ; becaufe they could not 
be perfuaded, to give thiir aijentin parliament 
that the king fhould have all* the revenbcfe of 
the monafleries, which wereVipprefTed, to his 
own foie ufe 1 hey had been prevailed upon 
to con lent, that he fhould have all the lands 
which his anceflors gave to any of them ; but 
the refidue they would have bellowed on hofpi- 
tall, fchools, and other pious and charitable 
foundations. 


Gardiner, bifhop of Wincheflcr, and the 
reft of the popilh fa^ion, took this opportu- 
nity of infinuating themfelves, by their hypo- 
crify and flattery, into the king’s /avour; 
«and tj) incenfe him againft the aichbifliop. 
TCfff *1$ thought to have been the caufc of the 
king’s zeal, in prefTing the bill containing the 
fix bloody articles. The di-ch bifhop argued 
boldly in the houfe againft the fix articles 
three days together ; and that fo ftrenuoufly, 
that.'^hough the king was fo obftinate in pair- 
ing the a£l, yet he defired a copy*bf his rea- 
ibns againft it ; and fhewed no refentment to- 
wjjifds him for his oppofition to it. The king 
would have perfuaded him to withdraw out of 
the houfe, fince he could not vote for the bill ; 
but, after a decent excufe, he told his majefly, 
that he thought himfclf obliged in confcience 
to ftav and ihew his diftent. 


When 
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\ When the bill pafled he entered his proteft 
akdnft ft ; and Toon after he fent his wife pri- j 
‘ vatcly away to her friends in Gennany. Their 
king, who loved him for his probity and«oii- 
rage» fent the dt^es of Norfolk^ and Sufiblk* 
ano the lord Cromwell, to acquaint Idm, and 
to alTurc him, his favour, notwithilanding 
the palling of the 

in 1540. the kingiffued out a commiflion 
to the arch bi (hop, and a fcle£t number of 
bilhops, to infpedl into matters of religion, 
and explain fome of the phief dodrines of it. 
The bilhops drew up a fet of articles favouring 
the old fuperllitions ; and mcetine at Lam- 
beth, vehemently urged the archbifliop, that 
they might be eilablilhed, it being the kinp’s 
will and pleafure. But neither by fear nor 
flattery £ould they prevail upon him to confentr ^ 
to it : no, though his friend the Ijrd CIimA- 
well lay then in the Fotver, and himfclf was 
fuppoled to lofe ground daily more and more 
in the king’s afFedions, he went himlclf tB 
the king, and expoHulated with iiim, and lb 
wrought upon him, that he joined with^the 
archtnlhop ^ainft the reft of the commiflioners; 
and the book of ankles was drawn up and 
’ paired according to Cranmer’s judgment, v 

In this year the laigeft volume of the Englim 
Bible was publiftied, with an excellent preface 
of the arch bilhop’s preyed to it; and Bonner, 
then newly coniecrated bifhop of London, fee 
up fix of them in the moft convenient places 
of his cathedra of Sc. Paul’s, for the people 
B 6 to 



12 BRITISH PL'UTARCH. 
to refort unto and read. So different were 
fentiments then from what they afterwards 
iil^earcd in* queen Mary’s days. * 

After the fall of the lord Cromwell, archbi- 
(hop Cranmer, obferving the rclllefs (pints of 
his adverfaiies, and how thef* were iiprn^. the 
watch for an opportunity tp. bring him into 
trouble, thought it prudent to retire for a lea* 
ion, and to live in as great privacy ns the du- 
ties of his (lation would permit him. Not- 
withflanding which, his implacable enemy, 
billiop Gardiner, was daily contiiving his luiii ; 
and he, having procured one Sir John Cioll- 
wicke to accufe the archbiihop in parliament, 
of encouraging novel opinions, and making 
his family a nuiTery of hcicl'y and fedition, 
divcis lords of the privy-council moved the 
king to commit ihe ardilulhoj^ to the •'rower, 
ftiould be made into the truth of 
this chaigc. 'I’hc king, who perceived that 
there was mnic malice thau^'iuih in thefe cla- 
iftours agair.Il Ciannicr, one evening, under 
picience of diverting himfvlf on the \\aier, 
ordered his .barge* to be rov,cd to Lambeth 
fide. The archbifhop’s fervaiits acquainting 
their lord of his majt*fty’s being to near, his 
lordfliip came to the water fide*, to pay his re- 
fp^s to the king, and to invite him into Jiis 
palace. The king commanded the ar^ibilhop 
to come into the barge, i^iul made him iit down 
clofe by hinr. Having fo done, the king be- 
gan to complain to him, of the nation’s beiujg 
over-run by herefy and pew noth&ns of diving 
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Wuich he had reafon to fear might be of 
Qangemus confequence» and that the fadion 
» A^ht% time break out into a civil^svar : tc^ 
prevent which, his majelly told him, hg was 
relblved to look aftgr the grand incendiary, 
and^ tp take hith off by fome exemplary pu* 
.nilhment * and then proceeded to afk the arch* 
biihop what his 'opinion was of fuch a rcfolu* 
tion. 

Though Cranmer foon fmdt the meaning of 
that qucllion, yet he fieely, and without the 
lead appearance of concern, replied, 'i'hat his 
majelly *s rclblution wiis much to be com- 
mended : but then he cautioned the king, not 
to charge thofe with hciefy who made the di- 
vinely Tnlpircd feriptures the rule of their faith, 
and could prove their dodlrincs by clear tefti- 
nionicf from the word of God. Upon this 
the king came clofcr, and plainly^tol<U^m»" 
He had been informed by m iny, that he was 
the grand herclirych who encouraged all this 
heterodoxy ; and that his authority had occa4i- 
oned the lix articles to be fo publicly contorted 
in his province. The archbiihep inrWcdly 
replied, That he could not but acknowledge 
himfeif to dc of the fame opinion, in refpedl of 
thofe articles, as he had declared himfeif of 
when the bill was pafling ; but that, notvJkh- 
ilanding, he was not confeious to hiniiolf of 
having offended againil the a6t. 

Then the king, putting on an air of plca- 
fantry, afked hnn, Whether his bedchamber 

would 
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would fiand the teft of thofe article! ? The 
. archbiihop gravely and ingenuoufly corfeflT^t 
^hat he was married in Germany daring ms 
emba(9y at the emperor^s couit. before hit 
promotion to the fee of *Cantcrbury ; but, at 
the fame time, aflbred ihe .'Icing, on 

paffing that a6t, he had parted with his wife, 
and fent her abroad to her friend*;. His an* 
fwering thus, without evaiion or rtferve, (b 
pleafcd the king, that he' now pttlled off the 
mafk, and afTured him of his favour; and 
then freely told him of the inform^ition pre^ 
ferred againfl him ; and who they were that 

J iretended to make it good. The archbiihop 
aid, that he was not afraid of the {lrid*.*fl fcru- 
tiny ; and therefore was willing to fnbmit 
himfelf to a legal tryal. ’'I'hc king aiTured 
him, he would put the cauie into hif own 
Wndi^andUtruft him entirely with the ma- 
nagement of it. This the archbifliop remon- 
firatfd, would becenfured as pcjtiiility, and the 
kkig’s juftice called in qutilinn : but hit majelly 
had fo llrong an opinion of Cranmer's intc- 
gritytM-that was refolved to leave it to his 
condufl; and, having farther afliued ^ini of the 
entire confidence he repofed in him, difniified 
him. 

Trtic arthbifhrp immediately fent down his 
vicar-general and principal regiilary t 4 Can- 
terbury, to make a thorough enquiry into 
the affair, and trace the piogrefs of this plot 
againft him. In the mean time his adverfa* 

liea 
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4es importunately preyed the king to lend 
tiim to mlbnt and oblige him to anlwer to 
tbft chOTge of herely . ^ 

At length his majefiy religned fo fy to 
their follicitations^ as to confent, that, i7 the 
archbiihop coullSh faiily be proved guilty of 
any bne crime againll either church or ilate^ 
he (hould be feneto prifon. In this the king 
adied the politician, intending, by thus feem-' 
ingly giving countenance to the profecution^ 
to difcover who were Cranmer’s chief adver- 
faries, and what was the length of their de- 
lign againft him. At irfidnight he font a gen- 
tleman of his privy chamber to Lambeth, to 
fetch the archbiihop ; and, when he was come, 
told him, how he had been daily importuned to 
commit him to priibn, as a favourer of he* 
refy; and how far he had complied. The 
archbiihop thanked his majelly for {his timfly 
notice, and declared himlelf willing t^o to 
piifon, and Hand a trial ; for, bckig confcious 
he was not guilt^ of any offence, lie thought 
that the beft way to clear his innocence, and 
remove all unrcafonable and groundlefs (pfpi- 
cions. The king, admiring his fimplicity, 
told him. He was in the wrong to rely fo much 
on his innocence ; for, if he were once under 
a cloud, and hurried to prifon, there wduld 
be villayis enough to fwear any thing againll 
him ; but, while he was at liberty, and his 
charaAer entire, it M)uld not be fo cafy to 
fuborn witnelTcs againll him : and, there- 
fore,” continued be, ** fince your own un- 
guarded 
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guarded fimplidty makes you lefs cautiouji 
^ %an you ought to be, I will fuggeft ^ to yoii 
Vhe means of youf prefervation. To mori^ 
you ts'ili be fenc for to the privy-council, and 
ordered to prilbn : upo.i^ this you are to re* 
quell, that, fincc you have dfe honour. to be 
one of the board, you may {la admitted unto 
the council, and the infbrrhcrs againil you 
brought face to face ; and then, if you cannot 
clear yomfelf, you are \tiiling to go to pri- 
fon. Jf this rejfonable rcqiiell is denied yon, 
appeal to me, and give them this fign, that 
you have my authority for fo doing.*’ I’hen 
the king tool: a ring of great value off his 
fino^er, gave it to the arclibifliop, and difmif* 
fed'lvm. 

The next morning, the aichbifhop was 
fummoned to the privy-council ; nncl; when 
*^he«cat5‘f* ^Acre, was denied adiniicance into 
the council- chamber. When i^r. Batts, one 
of the king’s pliylicians, heard of this, he 
Cffine to tl*c aiclihiniop, vvlu> u.is waiting in 
the lobby ainongll the footmen, to fhewhi!: re- 
and to piotedt him from infults, 

'rhe king lOO i affer fent for the doftor, 
who acquainted his mujeiiy with tli6 ffianieful 
indi^r.ity put upon tr.e archbilhop. The king, 
incen'ed. that the j riina.e of all iM-gland ffiould 
be ufea in I'o coiiiue elious a in..iiiier,, iiiime* 
diaieiy lent to comuiaiul them to admit the 
archbifflop into ti.c council -chamber. At his 
cjitrance lie was i.iluted with an heavy accula- 
tion of having infected the whole realm with 

herely j 
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kere(y ; and commanded to the Tower till the 
wliftlc or this charge was thoroughly examined. 
The archbifliop defired to fee the informers 
againft him, and to ha^'c the liberty of defend- 
ing himfclf hefb]^ the council, and not to be 
fent to prifon on bare fufpicion: but, when 
this was abfoluteiy denied him, and finding 
that neither arguments nor intrenties would 
prevail, he appealed *to the king; and pro- 
ducing the ring he had given him, put a flop 
to their proceeding?. 

When they came befefire the king, he fe- 
verely reprimanded them ; expatiated on his 
obligations to Cranmer for his fidelity and in* 
tegnty ; and charged them, if they had any 
affe£lion for him, to exprefs it, by their love 
and kindnefs to the archbifhop. 

Cranmer having dcaped the fnargrecviy 
fhevved the Icaft refentment for thenyTTrics 
done him ; and, from this time f rwards, had 
fo great a fharc in^thc king’s favour, that no-j, 
thing farther was a<^tempted againfi him. 
And, now I am upon this iubjefl of the ar^h- 
bifhop’s readineA to forgive and forget inju- 
ries, f canribt but take notice of a pleafant 
, ftory which happened fome time before this : 

The archbifhop’s firil uilc, whom he mar- 
ried at Cambridge, lived at the Dolphin inn j 
and he often reforted thither on that account. 
The popilh party had faifed a ftory, that he 
was oftlcr of that inn, and never had the be* 
nefit of a leaned education. This idle ftory 
a Yorklhire prieft had,*with great confidencci 

afterted 
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aiferted in an ale^houfe he ufed to frequent ^ 
railing at the archblfhop, and faying, UhaUhe 
had no more learning than a goofe. Some of 
the *pari(li, who had a refpedt for Craniner’s 
character, informed the* lord^Croni well of this, 
who immediately fent for the piieft, arid 'com- 
mitted him to the Fleet prifon.' When he had 
been there nine cr ten weeks, he fent a rela- 
tion of his to the archbjihop, to beg his par- 
don, and humbly fue to him for a difeharge^ 
The archbifhop infVantly lent for him, and, 
after a gentle reproof, aiked the priori:, Whe- 
ther he knew him? to which he anfwcred, No.. 
The archbifhop cxpoHulared with him, why he 
fhould then make fo fjee with his charailer* 
The prieft excufed himfelf by being in drink ; 
but this, Cranmer told him, was a double 
fault: and then let him know that, if he bad a 
oiinu iu^Iry what a fcholar he was, he fhouM 
have liberty to oppofe him in whatever fcience 
he pleafed. The pried afkfdhis pardon, and 
confefTed himfelf to be very ignorant, and tm 
underriand nothing but his mother tongue. 

jSiO doubt, then,’' faid Cranmer, ** you are 
well veri^ in the Engfifh Bible, .md can an- 
fwer any quedion cf that : Pray tell me who 
was David’s father ?” 'I'he pried dood dill a 
W'hile to confider ; but at lad told the archbi- 
fbop, he could not recoiled his name. ** Tell 
me. then,” fays Cranmer, “ who was Solo- 
mon’s father?” The poor pried replied, that 
he had no fkill in genealogies, and could not 
cell. I'hen the archbifhop advifed him to fre- 
quent 
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'^uent alehottfes lefs» and his ftudy more ; and 
ad^Konifllsd him* not to accufe others of want 
of learning till he was mailer of Tome himfe]f» 
difcharged him out of cudodyi and fcnt ftiii 
home to his cure.n * 

The iTame lenity he fhewed towards Dr. 
Thornton, the funragan of Dover, and Dr. 
Barbar; who, though entertained in his fa- 
mily, and entruiled with his fecrcts, and in- 
debted to him for many favours, had ungrate- 
fully confpired with Gardiner to take away his 
life. When he fird difeovered their treachery, 
he took them alide into his Hudy ; and tell- 
ing them he had been bafely and falfely abufed 
by foxne, in whom he had always repofed the 
greateil confidence, dcfired them to advife 
him ho^ he ihould behave himfelf towards 
them. They, not fuf[fefting thenifel ves tp bg 
concerned in the queftion, repliecfT^That 
fuch vile abandoned villains ought to be pm- 
fecuted with the uRnoft rigour; nay, deferved^ 
to die without mercy. .At this the archbifhop, 
lifting up his hands to Heaven, cried out, 
** Merciful God, whom may a man trulil*’ 
and then, palling out of his bolom the letters 
by which he had difeovered their treachery, 
alked them if they knew thefe papers. When 
they faw their own letters produced againft 
them, thSy were in the uinoll confufion ; 
,and, falling down on* their knees, humbly 
fued for forgivenefs. The archbilhop told 
* them, chat he forgave them, and would pray 
* • for 



20 BRITISH PLUTARCH. 

for them ; bat they muft not expcdl him ever 
to truft them for the future. ^ 

Jt cannot be dcnicJ» that the juft zeal of 
fonSe of our reformers againil the ufurpeil pa- 
pal fupremacy, carrietl tlmtin too far, and 
made them llrstch the rcgill power toYutli an 
exorbitant length as was intohiiilcnt with the 
divine cominiliion of the clergy, and leemed to 
reduce the church to bua rnrre creature of the 
ftate. 'rhat archbifhop Cranmer ran into this 
extreme is plain, not only f-om his a’.fwers to 
Ibine queftions relating to the government of 
the church, firft piiblilhed by Dr. Stillingfleet, 
in his mifehievous Ircnicuin, but fiom the 
coinmiflion which he took from lidward VI. 
whom he petitioned for a revival of his jurif- 
diftion ; and that, as he had exerqifed the 
^nf^io^of an archbtlhop, during the former 
rei^is ; fo that authority determining with 
Icing Henry’s life, his majefty would trufthim 
jwiih the fame jurifdiflion, ♦On this error of 
the artbbifliop, the modern papifts make tra* 
gipl outcries, forgetting, that it was the com- 
mon m.ftake of ciiofe times ; ih.at it is ufufll 
for men, in the firil heat of theUzeal againft 
any pernicious error, to run too far the con* ^ 
trary way ; and that Bonner not only took out ' 
the fame commiftion now, but had before taken 
out another in the reign of king Henry ; in 
which the king was declared the fountain of 
all authority, civil and ccclefiaflical ; and 
thofe who formerly cxercifcd ejclefiaftical ju- 

rifdiftion 
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prdfAioily are faid to have done it precarioufly, 
ana at the courtefy of the king, and that it 
was lawful for him to revoke it at pleafure.® 
And there fore, -A linc^ the lord Cromwell, 
the king’s vicar>|reneral in ecclefiallical af* 
fairs, was fo far ‘employed in matters of ilate, 
as not to be at leifure to difeharge his func- 
tions every- where, thc,king gave iJonner au- 
thority to excrciie epifcopal jurifdidlion iit 
the diocefe of London. This fvems to have 
been the precedent, after which the new com<« 
inifiions were now formed. Mr. Strype, in- 
dcccf, conridenily affirms the archbiffiop to 
have had a hard in drawing them up ; but the 
very words which he quotes to prove it, arc 
manifeiUv taken from the preamble to Bon* 
ner’s commillion. But from thefe im^mi* 
tive and uncathulic notions, our ailTi^^op 
was happily recovered by that luminary of 
our reformed chuidi, biffiop llidlcy. Henry, ^ 
who died in the Roman communion (though 
his imperfeflions are io freely charged on the 
reformaiion, by the papiffi.) h.ad, in his witT, 
left ilx hundred pounds per annum, for maflea 
for his foul, with proviaon for four folemn 
bbits every year j but by the influence of the 
archbifliop, who was one of the regents, this 
fuperllitio'lis pait of his will, notwithJlanding 
,his and folomn charge for its execution, 
was rejedej. Ob the twentieth of February, 
the coronal. on of king Edward was folcmnizcd 
at Wcftmiiiaer* Abbey,, The ceremony was 
jerformed by archbilhop Cranmer, who made 

an 
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an excellent fpeech to the king; iA wMich, 
after the cenfure of the papal encroachments 
on'princesy and a declaration, that the folemn 
ceremonies of a coroifhtioifs add nothing to 
the authority of a prince/ \vhore powfei^is de- 
rived immediately from God ; he goes to in- 
form the king of his duty, exhorts him to fol- 
low the precedent of good Jofias, to regulate 
the worihip of God, to fupprefs idolatry, re- 
ward virtue, execute juftice, relieve the poor, 
reprefs violence, and punilh the evil doer. 
It may not be improper, to tranfcribe what he 
fays concerning the divine original of kingly 
power, in his own words, to reflify fome pre- 
vailing notions amongft us, The folemn 
rites of coronation (fays he) have their ends 
pnd.utiHty,yet neither ofdiredl force or necefli- 
ty f ihey be good admonitions to put kings 
in mind of their duty to God, but no in- 
^ creafement of their dignity : for they be 
God’s anoii.ted, not in refpeft of the oil, 
y^ich the bilhop ufeth, but in coniideration 
their power, which is ordained, of the 
fword which is authorifed, ofuheir peribnt 
which are elected of God ; and indued with 
the gifts of his Spirit, for the better ruling 
and guiding of the people. '1 he oil, if added, 
is but a cere mony ; if it be wanting, the 
king is yet a perfe^ monarch notwithftanding,* 
and Gc'd’s anointed, as well as if he was in- 
oiled/* Then follows his accoynt of the king’s 
duty ; after which « he goes on, Being 
bound by xny funAion, to lay thefe things 

befoif 
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.bcjbre A>ur royal highnefs; yet I openly de« 
dare, oefore ihe living God^ and before the 
nobles of the land, that 1 have no cominflEon 
to denounce yo'^r mijedy deprived, if your 
highnefs mifs in part, or in whole, of thefe 
performances.”' This fpeech had fo good an 
efTed on the young king, that a royal vifita** 
tion was refolved on, to reftify the diforders 
of the church, and refoim religion. The vi. 
fitors had fix circuits afiigned them; and 
every divifion had a preacher, whofe bufinefs 
it was, to bring off the people from fuper- 
ilicion, and difpofe them tor the intended al- 
teration. And to make the impreilions of 
their dodlrine more lading, the archbilhop 
thought it highly expedient to have fome ho- 
milies compofed ; whhh fliould, in a j>lain 
method, teach the grounds and foriM;«!;itiofis 
of true religion, and correft the prevailing er- 
rors and fupcrllitions. On this head he con- 
fulted the bilhop of Winchefter, and defired* 
his concurrence ; but to no purpofe. For 
Gardiner, forgetting his large Profelfion5''bf 
all future 'obedience to the archbilhop, was 
returned with the dog to his vomit, and 
' wrote to the protestor, to put a ftop to the 
reformation in its birth. When Cranmer per- 
ceived Qardiner obllinate, he went on without 
him, and fit forth the . firft book of homilies, 
in which himfilf had the chief hand. Soon 
after, Erafmus’s paraphrafe on the new Tef- 
lament was franflated^ and placed in every 
chivch, for the inftrufUon of the people. 

On 
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On the fifth of November, 15471 a (Oti* 
vocation was held at St. Paul’s^ which the 
aro^ibifliop opened with a fpecch ; in which 
he put the clergy in nvind of applying them- 
fclves to the iludy of the l)Oly feriptu^eiu sind 
proceeding according to thlt . rule, in throw- 
ing off the corrupt innovations of popery. 
But the terror of the fix articles being a check 
on the majority, they' acquainted the arch- 
biiliop with their fears ; u ho reporting it to 
the council, prevailed to have chat adt repeal- 
ed, In this convocation, the communion was 
ordered to be admiiiilleTcdin both kinds, and 
the lawfulnefs of the maniage of the clergy 
affirmed by a great majority. In the latter 
end of January, the archbilhop wrote to 
Bonner, to forbid, throughouL Iiio cliocefe, the 
yidisM^s procefilons, which weic ui'ual in the 
popifti times, on C«ii<lltnias-day, Afh-wednef- 
day, and Palni-funday ; aj^d .0 caufc notice 
'thereof to be given to tJie orhir neighbouring 
bifhops, that they might oo t!ic fiiinc. He 
WSa alfo one of the committee appointed to 
infjpcdt the offices of the cl.jrclj^ and to re- 
foim them according to icripture and the 
pureft antiquity ; and by them a new office' 
for the holy com iv union was drawn up, and 
fet forth by ai/hority. This yeai was alfb 
publifhed Uie archbifn^p’s catechiim, intitled, 
A fhort inllrudlion in ^Liilhai. uligion, for ’ 
the fingular profit of children and young 
people; and a Latin^ treaafe'of his againft 
unwritten verities. l*rom this eateemfin. 
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h {% plain, that he had now recovered htmfelf 
frolb thofe extravagant notions of the regal 
fupremacy, which he had once the misfortaine 
to run into ; for h^re h^ (Irenuoufly aiTerts the 
diving ^ommiflioji ,of bifliops and priells, in* 
larges on the eiHcafoy of their abfolution and 
fpi ritual cenfures, and earneftly wi(hes for the 
refloring of the primitive penitentiary difei- 
pline. Hence it appeirs, with what ihfince- 
rity Dr Stillingfleet adled, when in his IrenU 
cum he endeavoured to impofe upon the world 
the contrary dodlrines, as the Jail judgment of 
the archbifhop on this fubjedl. The licence, 
which w'as given to men of learning and judg- 
ment, freely to preach and write againll the 
popilh corruptions, now began to be Aufed by 
men of great confidence and ignorance; who 
took this opportunity to vend many doT^^roift 
herciics and blafphcmies : to prevent which, 
they were convei^*d before the archbiihop, 
and prevailed on to recant, and abjure their' 
pernicious opinions. Only one Joan Bccher, 
continued deaf to all arguments, and pervCi*^ 
ly obilinate ^o all perfuafions. The archbi- 
iliop thought it neccilary to make her a fevere 
texample, to terrify ail others from the like 
obflinacy, and crufh thefpirit of hcrefy now' in 
its beginnings. To which end he firll ex- 
communicated her, agd then delivered her 
* over to the fecular powers ; upon wliich ihe 
was condemned tu be butnt. But thcil* rigo- 
rous proceedings were very inconfiilent with 
the merciful and tender tpiril of the king ; he 
VoL, III C ^ long 
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long withftood the fignnig,<a warranty for ^er 
execation: and when -over-awed by the Siu« 
tboi>ity and reafonings of Cranmer, he at lafl, 
with greatreluftancy, GOnfented to do it ; and 
with tears in his eyes, rai4 to the archbjfhop, 
•• My lord, if 1 do amifs In- this, you muft 
anfwer for it to God.” When the popilh fac- 
tion broke out in 15^9, into a dangerous re- 
bellion, demanding, in the moll infolent terms, 
the revival of the fix article adl, the rcllitutions 
•of the old fiiperllitions, and that cardinal Pole 
jthottid not only be pardoned, but fen t for home, 
and b? made a privy councellor ; and that the 
abbey and chauntry lands fhould b|p rellored : 
the archbifliop drew up a large and full an- 
fwer to their demands, clearly (hewing how 
'unrcafoiiabic they were, how prejudicial to the 
real uMwclls of the nation, and of what mif- 
chievous confequence to religion ; jullly ex- 
poling the abufes and corruptions of popery, 
and dcmoiift rating the nccclF.ty of a reforma- 
tion. BIlliop Bonner was liifpedled to be a 
Kxfbt approver and cncourager of this rebel- 
lion : and one of the rebePs chief pleas being, 
that, during the king’s minority, the (late had 
no .authority to make laws ; Bonner was en- 
joined to preach on this very fubjeft, to (hew 
the^llhood and danger of fuch perrjcious te- 
net^’iind affert the king’s juft power. But, 
inftead of obeying, in his difeourfe he call * 
bitter refte^lions on the reformation, and 
threw out fome Hy inlinuatioA's againft the 
government; and information being given 

thereof 
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hereof 1|y Latimer and Hooper, a comminjon 
wa/ifTued out to afchbiihop Cranmer, biAiop 
Ridley, and others, to proceed againfe Un.. 
When he appeared before the commifiioncrv, 
he refufed to gife afiy direft aiifwer to the 
cbtirg£ ffiiid againlUiiin) ; pretending that the 
caufe of his prefent trouble was, his ailcrtiiig 
in his femon, the real prefence of Chrili s 
tody and blood in the^facrament of the altar, 
I'hen he began in a moA audacious and tn- 
folent manner to queftion the archbiihop, con- 
cerning his belief in that point; 'but was told 
that they came not there to difptite, but to 
hear n hat aiifwer he could make to the Crimea 
•laid to hia charge. 

The arclibifliop, with incredible patience, 
bore with his unparallediniblence, no lefsthau 
feven frllions fuoccflivcly; but then 
incorrigible, and that he was refoh^od not tJ 
anfwcr to the articles ailcdged againft hini ; 
but inflead of tliat fo revile and calumniate h'is 
judges ; he, in the name of the rcll of the 
commiiiioners, pronounced him contuma.CT^ 
and proceeded to tJie fcntcnce of depiivation, 
Bonner protcifod agairdt the validity of this 
fcntence ; Ijecaufe he did not appear before 
tlicin of liis own free will, but was a prifoner, 
and conftrajned to appear. To which the 
ruchbifliop replied, that the fame plea migi:t 
Uc made by any trait'^r* and rebel, fi-vuc no 
. Criminal is willinp; to be brought to iijfJje. 

The next ycar^biflion Gardh.ier, 
his oblUnatc o^’politioR lo t]*f jc/bri lation, 

C z died 
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cited before the archbifiiop» and other com* 
niiilioners. At his firft appearance he protjfi- 
cd wgainft the authoiity of the judges, and ex* 
ccpted againft the legaHty of their commiinon: 
he protefled al/b againlt the*pcrfons who ap- 
peared againll him ; and Behaving himfelf in 
tlic fame haughty and arrogant manner as 
Bonner had done before, he was at laft de- 
prived, after they had borne w'ith his infolcnce 
no lefs than two and twenty feflions at different 
places, from the icth of December, to the 
j.«th of February. This year the archbiihop 
puhliihcd his defence “ of the true and ca- 
tJiolic doftrine of the facramciit of the body 
and blood of our Saviour ChriH.*’ He had 
now, by the affiilance of bifhop Ridley, over- 
come thofe ftrong prejudiceshe had long la- 
VouVed-undcr, in favour of the corporeal pre- 
fence ; and in this treatife, from feripture and 
rcafon, excellently confutcdjt. The popiih party 
were alarmed at the publication of it; and 
fuon after two anfwcrs to it weic publiftied, 
tne one wrote by dodor Smith, the other by 
Gardiner. The archbiihop defended his book 
againft them both : and was allowed by all 
impartial readers, vaftly to have the fupe- 
riority in the argument. The archbiihop’s 
book was afterwards tranllated . into latin, 
by Sir John Cheke, and was highly elleemed 
by all learned foreigners, for the great know^ 
ledge in feripture and ecclefiaillcal antiquity 
therein difeovered. The next matetial oc- 
currence relating to the archbiihop. was the 

publication 
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pc^icatRon of the forty- two articles of reli* 
gion; which, with the afliftancc of bifhop 
Ridle)', he drew up for preferving and nKiin- 
taiiiing the purity and unity of the church. 

were alfo* reviled by feveral other bi- 
iliops and leai'oedf divines ; and, after tiitir 
corredtious, farther enlarged and improved b/ 
Craiinier. I'hcfc articles were agreed to iti 
convocation, and wefc afterwards publiihed 
byroyrd authority, both in Latin and li'nglifh. 

'i'he archbilhop had formed a defign, in the 
reign of the late king Heury, to leview and 
purge the old canon Jaw from its popilh 
c'orruptions, and liaa made fotne projgrefs in 
the work: but by the fecret artifices of 
Ciardincr and others, the king was pre- 
vailed upon not to countenance or encourage 
it. In this reign he refumed his deli|^n,* and 
procured a commilTion from the king, for 
himfelf, with other learned divines and law- 
yers, diligently t<f examine into the churcli-^ 
laws ; and to compile fuch a body of laws as 
they thought moll expedient to be pradi/^^ 
in the eccleiiailical courts, and moll conducive 
to order and ^ood difcipline. The archbiihop 
j>rofecuted this undertaking with great vigour, 
and had the principal hand in it : but when a 
dired and^complete draught of it was finilhed 
and prepared for the royal aflent, the unhap - 
»py death of the good King bfalled this great 
defign, and prevented its confirmation. The 
book was publiihed by archbiihop Parker, in 
O j the 
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liiti year 1571, intituled, ** Keformaii^olegiini 
ccclffiaflicarum/* 

K Ing Edward was now far gone in a con* 
fumption, he had been pc^fuadcd by the arti- 
fices of the duke of I*}ofihbinbcrIand^j to ex- 
clude his filkrs, and to becftjc.'ith tlic crown to 
the lady Jane Grey, who was married to 
North umbcrl:.nd’s (bn. I'he archbifliop did 
his utmofl to rppofe this alteration of the fuc- 
ceflion : he argued againil it with the king, 
telling him, that religion wonted not to be 
defended by fuch unrighteoufs methods ; that 
it was one of the grofs eriors of the papills, 
to jullify the excluding or depofing princes 
from tlieirjuft rights, on account of rchgion i 
and, let tlie conflquence be what it would, 
julliceouglit to take place, atid the protection 
•f tXe church committed to the care of that 
righteous piovAlencc, which was never known 
to give a l)Jt /ung to thefe who endeavoured to 
prelervc themfeUef from any imminent danger 
by unlawful means. But his niajefty being 
■ « .cr-pejfuaded by Northumbei laud's agents, 
was not f) be moved from his refblution : 
the will was made, and fubferibed by the 
council and the judges. The archbifhop was 
lent for lall of all, and required to fubferibe: 
but he plainly told them he coulci^ not do It. 
without pcrjuiy, having fworn to the entail of 
thecrown on the two princciles, Mary and Eli-o 
zabelh. To this the king replied, that the 
Judges, whobeft knew the conCitution, Ihould 
be moil regarded iivuij point ^ and they had 

informed 
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iiiforixit^ him, that no^icbftanding that cor 
he might lawfully beqiM^ach the crown to 
the lady Jane. The arcuhiihop dehr^d to 
difcourfc with thei^himfelf about this matter; 
and they all agrteiiig! that he might lawfully 
fub{<!iit>e to the king’s will, he was, after many 
perfuafions, prevailed upon to refign his own 
private icruples to their authority; and at lull, 
not without great relu^laacy, he fit Jiit hand to 
it. 

On the fixth of July, in the year of cur 
Lord ij^3, it plcafed almighty God to take 
to himfelf this pious and good prince, king 
Edward ; and the arclibilhop having fubferibed 
to the king’s will, thwught himfelf obliged, 
by virtue of his oath, to join the lady Jane. 
But her fhort-lived power foon expired, and 
queen Mary’s title was univerfally ackuoiy- « 
ledged, and fubmitted to. Not long after her 
accef&on, a falfe report was raifed, that aich- 
biihop Cranmer,fin order 10 make his court 
the queen, had offered to rellore the L.'itiii 
fervice, and that he had already faid inafsj4t 
his cathedral church at Canterbury. To vin- 
dicate himltlf from this vile and bafe afper- 
tion, the archbifhop publiHied a declaration, 
"in which he not only cleared himfelf from 
that unjufl imputation, but ofteied publickly 
to defend* the EngUih liturg)', and prove ic 
conlbnant tofcjjpturc af.J the purcfl anciquiry ; 
and challenged his enemies to a difpucation. 
This decLiratlgn foon fell into the hands of 
the council, who ft^nesa copy of it to the 
C 4 queen’s 
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(]uecn*8 commiflioners j and they imngediatcly 
lent for the archbiOiop, and queftioned \vm 
abogt it. Cranmer acknowledged it to be his ; 
but complained that it hatR contrary to his in- 
tent, iiolen abroad in* fA imperfeft a condi- 
tion ; for his deiign was tio review anu cor- 
TcSi it ; and then, after he had put his feal to 
if, to Hx it up at St. Paurs, and on all iha 
church doors in Londoit. 7'his bold and ex- 
traordinary anfwer fo irritated them, that they 
fent him to the Tow'er, there to be confined, 
till the queen’s pleafure concerning him was 
known. Some of his friends whoibrefiw this 
llorm, had aJvifcd him toconfidt his fafety ly 
retiring beyond fca ; but lie thought it would 
reflefl a greuc dillionour on the caufc he had 
efpoufed, if he fliould defert his llation at 
f^ch a time as this ; and chofe rather to hazard 
his life, than give fuch juil caufc of fcandul 
and offence. 

w in the middle of November, archbiHiop 
Cranmer. was attuii.ud by the parliament, and 

.’•^judged guilty of high treafon, at Gmldhall. 
His fic was hereupon declared void:' and on 
the tenth of December, the dcai. and chapter 
of Canterbury gave commilfions to feveral per- 
fons to excrcife arcliicpifcopal jurifcliAiou in* 
their name, and by their authority. Arch- 
bifhop Cranmer wrote a veiy fubinirave letter 
to the queen, in the moll humble manner ac- • 
knowledging his fault, in cotifeiitiiig to fign 
the king’s will; acquainting hqf what preffing * 
inllanccs he made to ‘he king agalnll it; and 

excufing 
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cxtufin^ his fault, by being over-ruled by the 
aifthority of the judges ana lawyers, who. he 
thought. underfloo4^ the confutation bftter 
than he did hit^ieif.i The queen had par- 
doned fb many s^ifeady, who had been far 
more deeply engaged in the lady Janets ufar- 
pation, that Cranmer could not for ihame be 
denied ; fo he was forgiven the treafon : but. 
to gratify Gardiner’s malice, and her. own 
implacable hatred againft him for her mother’s 
divorce, orders were given to proceed againft 
him for herefy. 

fa April, 1,44, thearchbiftiop was removed 
from the Tower to Windfor, and from thence 
to Oxford, todifpute with fomcfeledl perfon.? 
of both univerfities. At the firil appearance 
of the archbifhop in the public fchools. three 
articles were given him lofubfcribe; in \vliicR 
the corporeal prelencc, by tranfubibniLuion, 
wasaflerted, .ind ^hc mafs afliimed to be u 
propitiatory facrifice for the fins of the livir.f; 
and dead. Thcfe, he declared freely, li*.- 
pfleeined grofs untruths ; and promifed 10 givl^ 
an anfwer concerning them in writing. 

Accordingly he drew it up ; and. when ho 
^as brought again to the fchools to difpute. 
he delivered the writing to Dr. Wefton* the 
prolociitort At eight in the morning the dif- 
putation began, and hebl till two in the after- 
*iiOon ; all which time the archbifhop conftantly 
• maintained the truth, with- great learning and* 
courage, againft a multitude of clamorous .m l 
infblent opponents : and three d.iys aftiT, hi- 
^ w u* 
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was again brought foith to oppofe Drl Haipf- 
£e!cl, who was to refpond for his degree In 
divhiry ; and here h^ acquitted nimfelf 
fo well, clearly fhewin^^ the^rofs abfurdities, 
and inextricable difliculties pf the do£>ri,<ie of 
tranfubllantiation, that ^^ellon himfelf, as 
great a bigot as he was, could not but dirmifs 
him with commendation. In thcTe difputa- 
tions, with other flanderous reproaches, the 
archbifhop was accufed for corrupting and fal« 
fifying a pafTage which, in his book of the 
cranicnt, he had quoted from St. Hilary. In 
anfwer to which, he replied, that he had 
tranferibed it verbraim from the printed book ; 
and that Dr. Smith, one of their own divines, 
there prefent, had quoted it word for word 
alfo. But Smith made no reply, being con^ 
that it was true. 

When the dirputation was over, one Mr: 
Ilclect rcinembrin^ that he jiad Smith^s book, 
•went dire^lly to h»s chamber in Univerfiiy- 
college; and comparing it with Cranmer’s, 
•"rinind the quotatiosis exadlly to agree. He af- 
•tenrartls looked into a book of Gardiner’s, 
called, “ ^I'he Devil’s Sophillry,” where the 
fume paHage w^as cited ; and both the Latin, 
and Englifli agreed exadUy with Cranmer’a 
quotation and tiandation. Upon lihis he ro- 
folved to carry the books to the archbi- 
ihop in prifon, that he might produce them in * 
bis own vindication. * • 

When he came thither, he vfas flopped and 
brought before Dr. W cilon and his collegues, 

who, 
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wjiOy u^on information of his defign, charged 
hkn with treafon, and abetting Cranmer in 
his herefy ; and committed him to p^ibn. 
The next day he .vns again brought beforo 
then\, |nd they thiu^atned to fend him to biihop 
Gardiner, to tiled for trealbn, unleis he 
would fubferibe to the three articles concern- 
ing which the difpiitations had been held. 
This he then relulcd; but, being Tent for 
again, after the condemnation of Cranmer, 
through fear he coiilented to it ; yet not till 
they had afllired him, that, if he liniied by fo 
doing, thej’ would take the guilt upon them- 
fclves, and anlwcr lor it to God : and yet . 
even this fubicription, of which he afterwards 
heartily repented, could not prevail for the 
leltoring his books, Icfl he Jl.ould Ihew them 
to their iliame ; nor for his entire dilclifirg<», 
the mailer of Univerfiiy-coHegc being com- 
manded to keep a 111 irt watch over him till 
‘Gardiner’s pleafurc conccrnuig him w kno»vn j ♦ 
and, if he heard nothing from hini iu a forc< 
night’s time, then to expel him the college 
for his oRttice» 

On the twentieth of April, Cranmer waa 
J^rought to bt. Mary’s, before the queen’.; 
commiflioners ; and refuling to fubferibe, was 
pronounce^! an heretick, and fcntence of con- 
demnation read againit him as fuch ; upon 
'which he told them, tfuit he appealed from 
their uiijultfentence and judgment to the jujg * 
iDcnt of the Almighty ; and that he irulli^d to 
he received to his preftnee in Heaven, foi 
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maintaining the truth of ^hofc fpiritsal pj'e-* 
lence at the altar ho was there condemned. 
After this his fervants were diriniiTod from their 
attendance, and hinilljf clofcly confined in 
prifon. The latter and •.'i popifti cpnvoca« 
tion met, and did arihbi.hop Cranmer the 
honour to order his book of the Sacrament 
to be burnt, in comran> with the Ei'.glilh 
Bible and Com mon-Priiycj« Book. 

Ci'^nmer, in the mean time, fpent his me- 
lancholy houis in writing a vindication of his 
trcaiife concerning the Kucharld, from the 
ohjeflions of (iardirer, who had publilhed a 
book againrt it uiukr the feigned name of 
IWarcius Antonins Condantius. Many of the 
learned men of the Kcmlili pe**Ataficn came to 
vifjt him in prifon, and endeavoured, by dif- 
puttKio ’s and conferences, to dr?\v him over 
to thc’i v'hurch, but in vain. 

In Is 55;, .1 rew commijlion way fent from 
’ Rome for the tria«^of archfi hop C i'.niner tor 
herefy ; the fciinef fenccricc againll him being 
“ '.oid in law, became the auihorit) of the pope 
was not then re eilabliifed. U’he commiffior- 
ers were Dr Brooks, biihop of CjIoiiceHcr, the 
j'ope’s delegate, Dr. Storic, Dr. Martinv 
dodors of the civil-law, the queen's coraniif- 
lioncrs. „ 

Cn the twelfth of ^September they met 'at 
Sf. Mary’s church ; and, being Te.^ited at the 
high altar, commanded the archbiihop to be 
bi ought before ihem,^ l o the queen’s com- 
. .^ijillioners, as reprefenting the fuprcinc autho- 
rity 
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tVy of^tbe nation, he paid all duereTpefiy but 
tbfolutely refufed to ‘how any to the pope’s 
delegate, Ir he Hioutd Teem to make tb leaH; 
ackiiovvledtjias ' ‘ of. his ufurped fupremacy. 
Brqpki, in oration, exhorted him to 

confiaer ti. /* ii.nco he was fallen ; adviiing 
him, »n the ^ and pathetic manner, 
to leturn to • . oiv mother, the Roman-caw 

tholic churc : ti/by the example of his re- 
pentant v. r cvt dm thole whom his cr* 
ro’'s hnd inilcJ- 

In ihiaoiaiiop he [‘et.aycd great ignorance 
both of feriptuif: and « udjuity ; of icripture, 
by aftirmipg, that the Arlan.-, had more texts, 
by two nnd forty, to cr^untenance their errors, 
than the C a hnd for the maintenance of 
the ‘ri’tb ; utiquity, b' making Origin 
WHO of i* vvho lived eight* 

hundt'e x.H •i*.. 1 Mm; and, b ' ^'‘ulound- 
i ng jLh ^ t Cyprian wi‘!> another Cy 
^pnan ■' ^ »/tIu* magical lluui 

of the lattv'i to me "har^e of ih" former. 

When he !i: si 'd«ifncd his harangue, 

Marti 1 /, in a O'' ii fpcoch, began to open iho 
trial, accjif44iniir.g the archbilhop with the ar- 
ticles aikdged ngairil him, and requiring his 
anfwer. Tho articles contained a charge of 
perjury, incontinence, and hcrefy : firft, on 
• account of his oppofiticn to the papal ty- 
ranny ; the lecond, ih rtfpecl to his marriage ; 
and the iaft, or account of the reformation in 
the late rejjrn- which he had the chiet 
hand. 


The 
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The . 8Fchbiihop having liberty feoi'fpeai’^ 
after he bad repeated the Lord’s Prayer an4 
the Greed, beean with a j unification of his 
condudf; in relation of his renouncing the 
pope’s fupremacy ; the admiiiion of wh|ch. he 
‘ proved, by many inliances, to be contrary to 
the natural allegiance of the iubjeiSii, the fun- 
damental laws of the realm, anil the original 
conftitution of the ChrifKan church : and, in 
the clufc, he boldly charged Brooks with per- 
jury for fitting there by the pope’s authority^ 
which he had foleinnly abjured. Brooks en- 
deavoured to vindicate hinil'elf, and retort the 
charge on the archbifhop, by pretending, 
that ite was feduced by Cranmer to take that 
oath : but this, the archbifhop told him, was 
a grofs untruth, the pope’s fupremacy liaA'ing 
’received the fiiid blow from his prcdeceilbr, 
archbifhop Wurhain, by whofe advice king 
Heniy had fern to both the univerfities, to ex- 
Jininc what Ibundati^ii ii had 'in the word ot 
God : to which he repdied, and gave it under 
ifWrr foal, I'hat, by the. word of God, the 
fupremacy was veiled in the kintr, not the 
pope; and that Brooks had thenTubferibed 
this determination ; and therefore WTonged 
him, in pretending that he was (educed by 
him. At this Brooks was in a great confu* 
fion, and cried, “ We came to examine you, , 
and, 1 think, you examine us.” Then Dr. 
Storic began to rail at the archbifhop in an in- 
deccf^t manner, for excepting cgatnll the au- 
thQ]|tyof his judge; and^novcd^Liiliop Brooks 
• to- 
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reqifire from the archbilhop a direct anfwer 
ta their articles, whereof he flood accoied ; . 
or, if he continued to deny the authoiity of 
the pope, and to d^line anfwering, to pro« 
ceed m fcntcnce ngainfl him. After which* 
Dr. Martin had a ihort conference with the ' 
archblihop about his conduA in relation to the 
fupremacy and the doArinc of the Eucharifl ; 
and then they proceeded to demand his mCwCM 
to certain interrogatories concerning .the aimes 
laid to his charge : to which he replied in lb 
full and fatisfadory a manner, that Brooks 
thought himfelf obliged to make another 
Ipeech* to take off the iinprelTion his defence 
might have made upon the people.- It was 
much unbecoming the gravity of a bilhop* 
confiding only of fcurriloiis and unchriftian 
railings, and uncouth and fophillical mi^tppii* * 
cations of feripture «*ind the fathers. 

After this, the archbilhop^ wcTc i t ed - t cr* S p^ 
"^r at Rome wfthin fourlft;re days, and theriT* 
to anfwer in perfon : which he replied* 

that he would very ^sAflingly confent, if 
queen would give him leave to go to RomCj 
and jullify 'Ihe reformation to the pope’s face* 
But this was only a mock- citation, for be was 
kept all that time clofe confined ; and yet, at 
the end pf fourfeore days, was declared con* 
tumax, for wilfully abfcniing himfelf from 
Rome, whither he was legally fummoned; 
and, in confcquencc thereof, \v^3 degraded* 
as we ihall fee hereafter.. 

In 
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In the mean time* &rther to manifeU the 
infincerity of Dr. Stillingfleet, and lo vindi- 
cate fiiecharafler of the archbi(hop, I (hail let 
down his laft judgment^ "concerning the ex- 
tent of the regal hipremacy, as contained in 
his anfwer to Dr. Martin. When that doctor 
aiked him. Who was fupreme head of the 
church of England? The hiihop anfwered, 

Chi^fl; is head of this member, as well as of 
the whole body of the catholic church." 
When the doAor again demanded. Whether 
he had not declared king Henry the head of 
the church? “ Yes/’ laid the bi/hop, of 
all the people in England, ns well eccleiiaHicat 
as temporal." ** What !" fays Martin, ** and 
not of the church?" “ No," replied the archbi- 
Ihop ; for Chrift only is head of the church, 
and of the faith, and religion of the fame." 

The February following, a new commifliori 
was giv\:fi to bllhop Bonner and bilhop»T^»-* . 
by, for the degrauation of the archbifliop. 
When they came down to Oxon, the archbi- 
hiop was brought bcf<Af;c them ; and, after 
they had read their coinmiifion from the pope, 
Bonner, in a fcurrilous oration, infulted over 
him in a moft unchriftian manner ; for whicli 
he was often rebuked by bifliop Thirl by. In 
the commiffion it wa^ declared, that Ac caufe 
had been impartially heard at Rome ; the wit- 
nefles on both fides were examined, and the 
archbilhop’s council allowed to make the beft 
defence for him tliey could. A\ the reading 
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of^tbis^t the archbifhop could not help cryitig 
o\^9 Y lies ! ^hac 

If being continually in prifon, and not Jaf« 
fered to have council or advocate at home, 
ihould produce ^wito^iles, and appoint my 
couiicii^at Rome ! God muft needs punilh this 
open and iliamelcis lying/* 

When Bonner had (inilhed his inventive 
againfl him, they proceeded to degrade him ; 
and, that they might make him as ridicNlous 
as they could, the cpifcopal habit which they 
had put on him, was made of canvas and old 
clouts. Then the aichbilhop, pulling out of 
)iii llecve a written appeal, delivered it to them, 
fining, “ 1 appeal to the next general coun- 
cil/’ 

When they had degraded him, they put on 
him an old thread<barc bcadle gown, ^nd ^ 
towufman’s coat ; and in that garb delivered 
him over to the fecular power^^^Aa-Uiey mre 
him to jiriibn, a g>/ntlem?n came andii 
gave fome money to the ^bailiffs for the arch- 
bifhop : but this charilfiiblc aflion gave fuclva 
offence to Bonner, that he ordered the gentle- 
man to be fAzed; and, had he not found great 
friends to intercede for him, would have fent 
^hini up to the council to be tried for it. 

While the archbifhop continued in prKan, 
no endeavours were omitted to work him over 
, to the church of Rome. Many of the moll 
eminent divines in the univerhty reforted to 
him daily, hoping, by arguments and perfua- 
lions, to work on himis but all In vain ; for 
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Jie held fafi the profeilion of die fahh|i without 
wavering ; and could not be fbaken> by a/iy 
&{ terrors of this world, from his con- 

ftancy in the tiuth : nay, even when he faw 
the barbarous marcyrdo^n of his dear compa- 
nions, bi(hop Ridley, and bifhop Latihier, he 
was fo far from fbrinking, that he not only 
prayed^ to God to ftrengthen them, but allb, 
by their example, to animate him to a patient 
exprCtation and endurance of the fame iiery 
trial. 

At lafl the papiAs bethought thcmftlves of a 
firatagem which pioved fatal to him ; they re- 
moved him from prifon to the lodgings of tiie 
dean of ChriA- church ; they ircuted him with 
the grcateA civility and rcfpeil, and made him 
great promifes of the queen’s lavour, and the 
rpAitsjtion of his for.mer dignities, with many 
ocher honours and prcA;nnencs accumulated. 
And now, behold a moft 
alloniAiing inilanhe of hurrian frailly I Vl»w 
man, who had^ wit]} fuch undaunted refolu- 
ftlion, fuch unAiaken \^nAancy, and fo truly 
primitive a fpirit of mafiyj dom, faced the ter- 
ror of death, and defied the moA ^.xquiAte tor- 
tuios, finks under this lait temptation, falls a 
prey to flattery and hypocrily, and confents to 
recant ! It is a vulgar error, even in our beft 
hiAorians, to Tuppo^, that the archBiAiop ac- 
knowledged the whole of popery at once, and 
;,ibbfciibed but one recantation. But this mif- 
is now redified by the labour of the in- 
t-JjiHrious Mr. Strype, \yho has difeovered how 

fubtilly 
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he was drawn in by the papiils to Tub* 
igribe fix difibrent papers ; the firii being'ex-* 
preiTed in ambiguous words, capable of ^ fa- 
vourable coiiilri^lionj and the hve following 
pretended to be bnly Explanations of the iirll. 

It fs very probable, that, had they ac-^ 
quainted Cranmer with the whole of their de- 
fign at once, he would never have been £>• 
duced to redeem hi# life with fuch a dilho« 
nourahle compliance: but, when tlie^had, 
by their hypocrify and artifice, drawn him in 
to a Aril and fecond recantation, afhamed to. 
rctrafl after he had gone fo fir, and unwilling 
to lofe tlie benefit of his pall fubicriptionsy. 
prevailed with him to go on. Hiving gained 
ground upon him thus far, the/ grew bold 
and baiefaced; and, in thcAfth paper (which 
is in Fox’s Martyrology, and has beenp cogi^ 
monly thought to be his only recantation), 
they required him to i enounce ^nathema- 

'’liiic all Lucherafi and Zuinglian hereAes andn" 
errors ; to acknowledge .the one holy catholic 
church to be that w>c:reof the pope is tb^ 
head ; and to declare him the fupreme bifhop^. 
and ChriA’s^vicar, to whom all Chriltians ought 
to be fubjei^. 

Then followed an exprefs acknowledgment 
of tranfubilantiation, the feven facraments, 
purgatory, and of all the doctrines of the 
church of Rome in gAieral ; with a prayer to 
God to forgive his pafloppoAtion to them; and; 
an earned intaeaty to all, who had been inified 
by his do£lrine and example, to return to the 
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unity of the church. And yet even this, fyll 
dndexprefs as it was, did not give concenth; 
but iixch was IHII required ; which was 

drawn up in fuch ilrong and ample termr, that 
nothing was capable of bcilig added to it ; 
containing a prolix acknew icdg^ncnt the 
popifli errors and corruptlniie, and a moft 
grievous accufation of himlelf as a blafphfirer, 
an enemy of Chrill:, and a murderer of fouls; 
on amount of his being the author of king 
Henry’s divorce; and of a!! the calamitit., 
fchifins, and hertfics, of which that was the 
fountain. This lalt prper l.c fubreribed on 
the eighteenth of Marcii; not in d c Icall Uii- 
pedling that the papiib uoiwiiii- 

ttanding all thefc fubfeription^', to bring him 
to the flake ; and that the writ ai already 
fignetj, for his execution. 

Thefe fix papers were, foon after his death, 
ientjto the-prefa^by Bonner; and publilhed, 
^wicli the addition of aiio^h^r,® which They navi 

J repared for him to fpenk at St. Mary’s before 
is execution ; and, tJ<.ougn he then fpake to 
a quite contrary efretf/'and revoked all his 
former recantations, yet Bonner hf:d the confi- 
dence to publiih this to the world, as if it had 
been approved and made ufe of by the arch- 
biOiop. 

. The d.'iy appointed for his excc&tiou was 
thgjftwenty-firft of Marth ; and Dr. Cole was 
l^PQ Oxford to prepare a fermon for the oc- 
cafion. The day before. Cole ci hied him in 
the prifeUj whither he now removed ; and 

diked 
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mQped h)jn, if he flood firm in the faith he had 
fi^fciibed ? To which Cranmer gave a fatii^ 
factory anfwer. The next morning Coir vU 
iited him again : exhorted him to conftancy, 
and grive him money to difpofc of to the poor, 
as he law convenient. 

Soon after, he was brought to St. Mary’s 
church, aud placed on a low fcaffold over 
againll the pulpit. Then Dr Cole beg^ his 
fci mon ; the chief fcope whereof was, to'^n- 
<lca\our to give lome ra^rons why it was expe- 
I'ljcnt that Cranmer Ihould fiiffer, notwithfland* 
ing his recantation ; and, in the dole, he ad- 
drefled himfclf particularly to the archbifhop, 
exhorting him to bear up with courage againll 
the terrors of death ; and, by the example of 
the thief on the ciofs, encouraged him not to 
defpair, fince he was returned, though* latt, 
into the boibm of the catholic church, and 
to the profefiion of the true apnjlolical faith. 

*' ■ j he archbilliof*,' till now, had not 
the leafi notice ofhu intended execution, was 
firuck with horror at tbl bafe inhumanity and* 
unparalJelled cruelty '(not to be exceeded in 
the infernal* regie us I ) of iheir proceedings. 
It is. utterly impofiible to exprefs what inward 
/agony he felt, and what bitter anguifli his foul 
was perplexed with. During the whole fer- 
mon he wept incellantly : lometimes lifting 
♦ up his eyes to HeavSn, fometimes calling 
, them down to the ground, with mark: of the 
utmoll cIe‘ie«ition. 

When 
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Whfn it was ended, being moved tfb majte 
^ confeifion of his faith, and give the woM 
&tis#ifiion of his dying a good catholic, he 
confented, and, kneeling down, began the 
following prayer : ' ' 

O Father of Heaven ! Q Son of God, 
Redeemer of the world ! O Holy Ghoft, pro- 
ceeding from them both, three pcrfdtis and 
one God! have mercy upon me, the moll 
wrec^ied caitiff and milc! able finrcr ! I, who 
have offended both heaven and cartlj, and 
more greivoufiy than tongue ran c^pref'! I 
Whither, 'tlien, Oiall I go ? or, Where (Indl I 
fly for fuccour ? lo htwen, I a'lm afhamrd 
to lift up mine eyes ; and, Oi\ earth, I find no 
refuge! What ihall I then do ? Shall 1 de- 
fjpir ? God forbid ! O, good God, thou 
ant merciful, and refufert none who come 
iinio thee for fuccour ! To thee, therefore, 
do f run ; to thee do I humble myliJ[f^ faj'- 
•ing, O Lord, my God, ;ny lins be great, Tnit 
yet have mercy upon me, for thy inlinite mer- 

! O God, tlie Son', waft thou not made 
man? this great myftcryVas not wrought for 
few or fmall otFenccs only : neither diclll thon 
give thy fon to die, O God the Father, for 
our fmaller crimes, but for the greateft fins of ' 
the whole world ; fi) that the ImiY^r return 
unto thee with a penitent heart, as I do now 
in this moment. Wlicrcfore take pity on * 
roe, O I^ord, liofc property is always to have , 
antrey : for, though mv fins be great, yet tlty 
^ mercy 
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iD^cy isi greater* I crave nothing* 0 Lord* 
foe my own merits* but for thy name’s lake* 
and that it may be glorified thereby* and^for 
thy dear Ton Jefus Chrrfl’s (ake ; in whofe 
words I conclude 7 Out Father* &c.” 

HaviBg finiflied the Lord’s Prayer, he rofe 
from his knees ;* and, after he had e?thorted 
the people to a contempt ofthc vanities of this 
finful and deceitful would, a patient obedknee 
to the queen, mutual love atid charity,^:»i<l 
bounty to the poor; he told liicm, that, be- ' 
inj now on the brink of eterii’.ty, he would 
fiTCjy declare untothem Ids real faith, and opi- 
nion, without the leaftrtierve or dil]Imulation^. 
7‘hen he repeated the Apolllc’s Creed, and 
piofefl'ed his belief thereof, and of all things 
contained in the Old and New Teftament: 
after which he declared his great and unfeigned 
repentance, for having, contrary to bis faith, 
fubfci’ibcd thc^popifh hercfics ; lamented, 
wiih many tears, ^ievous fall ; and de- 
clared, that the hand, dhich had fo olTended, 
ihould be burnt before tne reft of his body. 
Then he renounced th^ pope, in tlic mod: cx- 
prefs terms ; ?Lnd profefted his belief concern- 
ing the Eucharift, to be the fame with what 

had afterted in hk book againft Gardiner. 

7' his wa^ a grievous difappoinment to the 
papifts; they made loud clamours, and 
charged him with hypocTify and ftilfhood. To 
which he meekly replied, 7'hat he was a plain 
man, and nevci'a'^tf I the hypocrite but when 
he was reduced bv thcin* to a rccaiiMnon.— 
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Upon thi»tbey horned him to the ikike;»to 
which he approached with a chearfol coonte- 
naiM ; and, notwithftanding the earneft foil!- 
citations of many of the papilis, continued 
ilill to declare his utter ^abhwrence of jhp po* 
pifii errors, and hearty repentance for having 
recanted. 

After this, he kneeled down and prayed ; 
and then, having undrefTed himfelf, and taken 
leirtx of his friends, he was bound to the 
ftake. As foon ns the die, was kindled, he 
ftrctched foith his right aim, and held t, 
iledfadly and without drinking, in the flame 
(only once he wiped his face with it) till it 
was quite confumed, which was foine time be- 
fore the fit e reached his body, nor exprcfTing 
any gicat fenfc of pain. He often cried out, 
V This unworthy hand ' this unworthy hand;** 
and, lifting up his eyes to Heaven, expired, 
with the dying woids of St, Steoten in his 
mouth : •• Loid Jcfus^.v^eite my fpirit !” 

He was a man naturally of a mild and gen- 
tle temper ; not cafify provoked, and yet fo 
eafy to forgive, and lie ward good for evil, 
that it became a kind of provefti concerning 
him, ** Do my lord of Canterbury a flirewd 
turn, and he will be your friend as long aJ^ 
you live.” ^ '' 

fiis candour and fmccrity, faithfolnefs and 
integrity, mecknefs ^nd humility, were ad-» 
mired by all who convcifed with him : anJ» 
when he was in pow'ci , his h>9Uty to the pa- 
pids was fb great, tlikt he was chaiged with 

remifnefs 
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refnirnefs^and negligence: but his reply was, 
Thgt men ought to have time allowed them to 
difentangle themfelves from their prejudiqrs; 
and that, in the mean time, gentle ufage was 
more ^kely to havC a better influence on them 
than coAd be expefled from rigorous treat- 
mcnt. 

He had, by his interceflion with king 
Henry, prcferved the* prefent queen’s Jife, 
when her father’s anger waS inflamed to , 
an extravagant pitch, and her ruin Teemed fo 
irrevocably fixed, that neither the duke of 
Norfolk, nor bifhop Gardiner, durft interpofe 
a word in her favour, lefl they fhould perilh 
with her : but the ungrateful queen, forget- 
ing this noble fervice, and his eminent zeal 
for her fucceflion, could not reft till ibe had 
brought him to the flake. « o 

>\s to his learning, he was an excellent di- 
vine. His knowledge in the feriptures and 
fathers was equaled Ly few of his time : he 
was alfo well read in the ;anon and civil laws, 
and not unacquainted with the more polite 
h.part of learning. He^ad, in two folio vo« 
lumes, made large collections from the ferip < 
tures, fathers, councils, and fchoolmen; and 
^digefied them into common places : by which 
he oravcly j[uflificd the Englifli reformation, and 
ihewed how far the church of Rome had de- 
tenerated from the dodrine, worfliip, and di- 
^ipline, of the primitive church. 


VOL.III. 


D 


Thcfe 



\o BRITISH PLUTARCH. ' 

Thefevtluable remauit>' after they liad 
for fome time loft, the papifts endeavouring, to 
bavg them fupprefTed, were, in the reign of 
queen Elizabeth, happily recovered by arch* 
biihop Parker, ' “ ^ ^ 
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The life op 


Stephen Uardiner. 

T his great matfwas an able Ia\v)^r, a 
learned divine, and Ihiewd ftatefniaff^ 
being bifhop of Wincheftcr, and chancellor of 
£i\gUnd, in the iixteenth ceiuuiy. He was 
born of obfeure patents at Bu^ St. Edmond, 
in th^!owy*ifti SufTfttit' I hut (omc very good 
authorities give u > to undciAand, that he was 
the illegitimate Ton of a prelate nobly de« 
fCended and royally allied, who took pains to 
conceal a ^ircumftance fo dlfci editing to ftm- 
felf, by bellowing his millrefs on one of his 
meaner fervants, whofc name this infant bore : 
there appears to the greateft probability 
that this Was really the cafe : and, from an 
original pidore of his, painted by Holben, 
mie have good^giounds to conclude^ that hit 
Uith ought to be fixed to 1485. 

We know nothing of his education, or the 
manner in which he pafled his youth; but, 
that he waf fent to the univeriity of Cam- 
bridge, where he lludied^n Trinity-hall with 
^eat diligence and fuccefs. He was diftin« 
guillied there by his quick parts, his corrcA 
pen, his elegjjnCe in writing, and (peaking 
^ D 2 Latin 
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Latin, and for his extraordinary itile it#Greejr» 
which procured him very high complimented 
as his acquifitions in literature, when ne 
was in no condition to reward flatterers. In 
procefb of time he applkd Mmfelf entirely to 
the civil and canon laws, for whidh*that 
learned foundation was very famous. 

The reputation he attained at Cambridge, 
icon opened him a paflage into the favour and 
c<"Wiaence of feveral of the greateft men of 
that age. Firfl, as fome report, he was tak^ 
under the protediion of that generous and pjL 
tent peci , Thomas, duke of Norfolk ; and 
afterwards received into. the family of (till 

more potent catdinal woiicy, in 'Quality of 
fecrctary : but, whatever hopes he might en* 
tertain of riling at court, he had Hill academi* 
cal honours in view; and, in icao, he re- 
ceived the degree of doflor of civil law ; and, 
the year following he was made dodor of 
car<on-law alfo. There is uio queflion that, 
as the cardinal of York’s (ecretary, he had a 
good provifion made for him ; but this mull 
have been by way of penflon or falary ; for 
preferment, fo far as we And •yet, he had 
none. 

In 1525, he w'as, by an accident, admitted 
at once into the king’s prefence and favour, 
to the great fatisfadlion of tlie powerful cardi^i* 
nal his mailer ; thou A afterwards, as the po«^ 
Kticians icmarked, the cardinal funk in the^ 
ame proportion as this iervant of his rofe. 

At 
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*At this jun£lure, the king’s affairs at Rome 
wtre but in an untoward lituation, the Roman 
pontifFy Clement VIL having addrcfs enough 
to feed tlie king’t agnnts with fair promlfes^ 
according to the ftanding maxims of that 
court ; but, in‘efFef>, making no progrefs at 
all towards the king’s point ; which was his 
obtaining a divorce frcyn hisquccii, Cathnnne 
of Arragon. His naajeiiy refolved to fend* fopjc 
pcrfon" thither, in whom he could entirely* 
ctnfide, and of whofe abilities and attach- 
nffent he had a like opinion. After much 
emigration, ^he fixed upon our dodicr, now 
^become a and, as hi- 

(hop Burnet remarks, eflcemcd, at that time, 
the befl civil lawyer in England ; to whom he 
joined Edward Fox, provofl of King’s jCo^ 
lege, in Cambridge. 

Thefe commifTioncrs departed in February, 
1528. In their journey towards Italy, they 
executed a commiflion at the court of Paris, 
where, by warm and vigorous reprefentations 
of what th'.ir mailer had done, and might do, 

' for king Frar^is, they obtained that monarch’s 
letter to the pope, in as flrong terms as could 
be de/ired, in fupport of king Henry’s de- 
mands. When they carac to Ovieto, where 
the pope ^hen was. Dr. Gardiner iifcd free 
language v ith his holiucfs, flicwed him the 
"danger he was in of loling the king bv play- . 
ing a double game ; and how much injury he 
would do the cardinal if jic failed his expecta- 
tions. By thne xneafures all was obtained 
D 3 ^ which 
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which his inilruflions required, and a n'^w 
commiflion, dircdled to the cardinals WoKsy 
and< Campegius, was iflued. 

In the courfe of this long qmbafTy, the pope, 
whofe mind was continually perplexed^ and to 
whom the imperial, French, and Englilh mi- 
niiicrs allowed no quiet, fell dangeroufly ill ; 
the diforders of his affedUons operating upon 
the brjniouis of his body : and this, as might 
,il/c'expc£ted, gave anew turn to the intrigues 
of Rome. ‘ 

Dr. Gardiner had as large a fliarc in thufe 
as ary miniller ; for he laboured the caufe of 
thecardihJ jgf"; s\ri a A 

made way for a new election : he ahb ma- 
naged the whole afK.ir with his holinefs much 
to the fut is faction of the king, the cardinal, and 
Ann£ Bullen ; all of whom writhiin mofe thank- 
ful and aifedionate letters ; till, finding the 
pope was determined to do nothing, Henry 
called Gardiner from Rome,* in order to make 
ufe of him in the management of his caufe be- 
fore the Icgantinc court. 

Upon his return, lie had the^archdcaconry* 
of Norfolk bellowed upon him by bidiop 
Nyx, of Norwich, for whom he had obtained 
lome favours from the pope. He was inftalled 
cii the fird of March, 1529; and ;his, as far 
as appears, was his, firil preferment in the 
church : but in the date his growth was 
quicker ; for the king, having condant need 
of his fervice, and not edeemfiyg; it proper to 
ufe it while he belonged to ano^iier, took him 

■ fiom 
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fipm hil mailer Wolfey, *and declared him fe- 
cr^tary of {late. 

In this fituation he was confidered as having 
a large lhare in (he management of all affairs ; 
and jvas j)aicicgl^tly Aivifed with by the king, 
when Tardinnl Canipegio declared that the 
caufc was avoked to Rome. 

When, in confequence of thefe proceedings, 
Wolfcy declined in fiwoiir, in his diflr^fs he 
had recourfe to his old fervant, then fecretarr^ 
aad, tliough fome have infinuated the con- 
tfjry, he met with as iincere returns of grati- 
tude and fricndfliip, as he could defir^ or cx- 
, 

The year enfuing opencdwiwr^e mofl. im- 
portant fcrvice, at Icail as his mailer con- 
ceived it, that had been as yet rendered him 
by Dr. Gai diner; and which, nevertlieleii, 
does more h:'.nour to his abilities than his vir- 
tue : and this was, to manage the univerfity 
of Cambiidge fi^as to procure their declara- 
tion in the king’s cauie, after Dr, Cranmer’s 
book Ihould appear in fupport of it. This, 

, ill conjundion with Dr. Fox, he accom- 
pliihed, though not without much artifice and 
aJdicfs, as his own letters flievvs ; which fuf- 
iicieiuiy demonilratcs, that men, and even 
great bodies of men, have been much the fame 
in all ages. After this great exploit, as it 
•was then thought, his afbent in the church was 
jmarveloufly quickened. 

In the fpring of the year 153 1» he was in- 
ihilled arcbdc icon of Lc^ceiler, refigning ihai 
D 4 of 
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of Norfolk, which he had before j and, «to- 
wards the clofe of the month of September 
enfring, he alfo re/igned that in favour of his 
coadjutor Dr. Edward Fox,, who became af- 
terwards biihop of Hereford. In the month 
of October, he was incorporated at the ani- 
verfity of Oxford ; and, on the twenty-feventh 
of November, 153 1> he was confecrated oi- 
ihojp, of Winchefter, contrary to what many 
^^rnters a/Tert, that he was not promoted to 
this fee till about three years after. On t ie 
£fth of December following, the temporalities 
were rftdored ; which is a fufficient proof, that 
thcTormdKis ^ fji - - u — ^ 

Dr. Gardilrdfrit feems, was not apprized ot 
the king’s intentions, who would fometimes 
roaH him foundly, and, at the indant he be- 
Fowed it, put him in mind of it. ** 1 have,’’ 
faid he, often fquared with you, Gardiner, 
(a word he ufed for thefe kind of rebukes) but 
1 love you never the worfe, as the bifhopric 
I give you will convince you.” . 

He fat with Dr. Cranmer, archbilliop of 
Canterbury, when that prelate pronounced the 0 
fentence of divorce again!! quedn Catharine ; 
or, rather, declared her marriage with the 
king null and void, on the twentieth of May, 
Tf33. The fame year he was fept over to 
Marieilles, that he might have an eye to the 
interview between the French king and the’ 
pope ; from whence his mailer furpedlcd foma 
detriment might fpring : and* there he inti- 
mated the appeal of Henry VII(» to a general 

. Cf vpcil 
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council » in cafe the pope ihould pretend to 
proceed in his caufe : and be did the like on 
the behalf of the archbifeop of Canterbury, 
who made a particular application to him for 
that purple. * • 

Upon nis return to England, he was called 
upon, as other bifeops were, not only to ac- 
knowledge and yield obedience to the king as 
fupreme heaJ of the church, but to dcfe«(Tit; 
whj^ did : and this defence, or court-fe;v.n^ 
mjpn, he pnblifeed : ar.d this is that celebrated 
piece entitled, Of True Obedience,” Hispen 
was made ufe of upon other occafions.^and he 
n?j*»f'uu i"nr'**'Mndica*aA'5 kin^J/proceed- 
•*ings in the bufinefs of ihe divTlr^ts the fuhfe- 
quent marriage, or throwing off the domini- 
on of the fee of Rome ; whicli writings then 
acquired hiir. the higlitll leputaiion. • • 

In the next year, 1^35;, he had feme dif- 
putc with archbiiliop Cranincr, nn account of 
his vifiting his ditfccie ; upon which occafiori 
there appeared a good deal of heat on both 
fidcs. When he went over again to France, 
to refumc his embaffy, he had the ill luck to 
differ with atlbther archbiihop of Cantcibury^ 
as he afterwards became, Dr. Reginald Pole, 
then dean of Exeter, whom, as king Henry’s 
bittereii epemy, he prevailed on the French 
kin^to remove out of his dominions ; whence 
^hole diiputes grew.wluch auerwards beume 
public. 


D* 
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While he was thus* employed, Crinilfele de« 
inanded h/s opinion about a religious league 
with the princes of Germany ; which, on tlikt 
bottSm, he difTuaded ; and advifed making an 
alliance, grounded on political motives, and 
Hrengthened by fubiidies, which h^lhcught 
would lafl longer, and anfwer-thc king’s ends 
better. In 1533, he was fcr.t al^^'^liTador, 
with Sir Henry Knevit,, the Gerni:*n Diet, 
where he is allowed to have .icq il'itd hiinfclf 
-'»ve]l in regard to hii. coiiimifiK but eiu/r 
.fell into fome f.iipicioii, or was in danger uf 
having fomei King i'ailcned to liim, 111 refpefl 
to .hrs^Yef^ret corrcipondence w'tli ih^L pope, 
which at ti»at< ij r. .ctu ! T nTig li t 'R2v v been liu 
ruin. It is averted, iliat he was chief inlH- 
gator of tliofc fcvcxilics, and was the principal 
iunhoj- of all the cruelties committed, ab( ut 
this lime, upon heretic.', as they were then 
vailed ; wjuch, being a matter of great con fc- 
<;ui;.ce, the re.'der nuy fliould be more 

I early diiturfed. Tl.c only wav of doing this, 
will oc ro confidcr a fc.v of ihofc fanguinary 
proceedings in which he is faid to have had 
the cJn'ef ..and ; for this will Piew us what 
credit is due to the general fuggeftion, that 
perfccution was the great objeft of his coua •. 
tils. .r*.'* 

Among!! thrfe, the fsll that ocv-urs ic.’tho' 
cafe of Lambert, who*’\vas burnt for denying, 
the real prcfence in the facrament, and whkh 
is commonly attributed to the ^viralent fpirit* 
of the biihop of Wincheller. The ftatute, 

comnjonly 
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oommofily c^led the fix articles, and which, 
it muit be owned, was the law on which many 
w^ie put CO death, is attributed to his con- 
trivance, and faid to have been paiTed lif hii 
influence; having- be^ warmly oppofcd, both 
by the^afChbifliop, and the vicegerent Crom- 
■wtll ; bpt iliofe who al ledge he had no ciedic 
with tit ing, and was little beloved by the 
peoplc^annot implicit faith to at- 

tend^aun an aiieri'on. That he was |frinci- 
jibi ;''rncd in 'irawing it, and that hn 
w;is MY', earneA mi prornotino; 'c In the houie 
of lords, in conjunili'm wii., tlx' duke of 
N '/vH'ik, iijidjOti er io.C5 ipintual and lempo- 
. xtu thole mull ht*^: kivj\v ledge in 

Englilh Irilory who will i'/** .npt to deny. It 
was not long' nfic * Jiu, t'v.t llobert Barnea 
/ell undvi a’ld, in the iiTuc, was 

condemi\j ;» who, becaifle ke 

flicwed pnviicuhr ^1.:.-* a'>:iinlt bl flop Gar- 
diner, arid wa.‘. to prilbii for 

want of lefpt’r" to h . » in a fennon, he is f-"- 
xnifed to have heen *lic aatUor of allhiifuf* 


^ ferings, and the ptMon whof; yower that 
unforiUiiate ^yarv^.n a: icnpth bro jgjit : • the 
flake; which h as a ftco^J in- 

ilance of his good c.iii io perf-viutiop. There 
is no don'.jt, tli.'.t, i*;- courC- of thic reign, 
the^ilhop of /vvh..'».hf;Ur mufl; IhV.d done 
• many things againll in* inclination, 'ud feve- 
j;al againfl his confeitner. Me was obliged to 
.take a (hare in the div.^rcs of Anne of 
Clceves, whiu was nogc of ;iie riofl honour- 
D 6 able r 



-5p BRITISH PLUT^^Ck. 
able; and he was likewife obliged tb bear a 
pait in that of queen Catharine Howard, 
which, coniidering his attachment to their 
mod noble family, could be no very pleating 
employment. But in nhefe; and other com* 
pliances, he had many companion'^s'^t Sind the 
excufes made for them by (brae grqat pens, 
may (erve for him ; or the reader ^’dll pafs 
lentence as he plcafes, tince we have no 
intention to difguife faults, bat to difclofe 
ifiruths. / 

Upon the death of Sir Thomas Cromwell', 
carl of Etiex, he was elefted chancellor of 
-th? univerfity of Cambridge, C540; which 
preferment ‘\va.S-. very rtcccptablc to him. 
flill preferved his matierlhip of Trinity hail; 
and it w'as well he did prcferi^e it, tince, in 
the next reign, this, in moil peoples opinion, 
j^referved the foundation. As he was elefled 
chancellor of the uuivertity of Cambridge, 
without influence, he was v^y atiidious in his 
oitice, that he might conciliate the atiedliona 
of its membeis, and did all he could to pfliti 
them with his intcreti at court, which, when . 
he had done any gieat fervice, was very good. 
Certain it is, that whatever powder or prefer- 
ments his compliances obtained under this 
monarch were dearly purchafed, tince » they 
were held in continual hazard, and*imbic.:cred 
with violent ftorms oof royal refentment 
which, though, as the prelate himfclf faya,^ 
he knew how to futiain without tinking^ 
muft, nevertbelcfsj Ic exceedingly difiatieful. 
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b {omlconjundures too, we areiatuficd, theyp 
filled him with many apprehenfions, and, 
tnouj^h he might be dextrous in ibmetimea 
fhifting ofF the king’a ill-humours, yet at 
others, how gr^t or how alert foever hi.s fpi* 
ritmi|;K'be, he was forced to bear flights 
with iptience; and even to fubmit to very 
difagrl^hle (applications and expreflions of 
deep mimility, and gieat fenfe of hb own 
fai]j^s, direAly contrary to the conviaionjof 
**^8 ccmfcience anil imderil mding* 

In the time of Icuig Utnry, thefc wercindif- 
penfablc conditions of miniitciirJ greatncl’s ; 
npir was therr any fuch tiling as cn joying courf- 
"tavours, without bcingf c xpcM alfo to tin eats 
and frowns.,, Bidiop Gap liner felt ttiefe, as 
Cranmer and others did alrernatcly ; living 
BOW in the fun^fhine, and by aiul bj^injhe • 
fliade, or rather, uncI^T a cloud. But, in the 
latter end of the king’s life, the profpert grew 
darker than cvy. In 1544, if wc may rely 
on the credit of John Fox, who afTurcs us he 
hr:d what he relates from one Morrice, who 
was fecrctary to archblfhop Cranmer, this- pre- 
late had a tcry narrow efcape troin the great- 
ell dangers to which he was i \m* expofcd in 
his whole life. He had a fecretar} , and a re- 
lation, one German Ga. diner, who is faid to 
haiPe bttn muffh in his favour, and who had 
diftinguifhed himfelf 4 }y his conilrences with 
^ John Frith, the jfertyr, an account of which 
he publilhedh*".^'l^is young clei "man being 
'iurpe6ted inAe matter of the kiiig’s fuprema- 

cy# 
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cy, aprofecution was commenced agalnrt him ; 
and, his obftiiiacy being great, he was executed 
as a traytor, March 1544- The enemies 
of the biihop, and, as l*ox lays, the duke of 
Suffolk particukrly, fuggelldd to the king, 
that it was very likely, notwithflar he 

had written, that he was of Che fec^etary’s 
opinion, and that, if he was once in tl'''^ovver, 
matter,, enough might be found againllVhim ; 
on which. Ills majefty confi ntcd to fenit-him 
thither. But the biihop, having intelligent* 
of tills, went immediately to the king, fubmit- 
ted with the utnioll humility, confeffed what- 
erer* his majedy charged him vvitir, and, to rhe 
no fmall cUlappointmeiU of his cneinres, by 
complynig wiih the I mg’s humour, and ihew- 
ing the deepcli concern lor his real or pretend- 
ed faiii^igs, obtained fu*! pardon. Yet after 
thi", we may ruppol'e, provoked by fuch ulhoe, 
for, as Fox ibtts it, one cannot avoid feeing it 
was a de!:gn to deilroy him rt any rate; he 
thought of refigning up m this invention, and 
of turnii.g their own artillery upon his adver- 
faries ; particularly ai[>: .id Cranmer, as we 
have fhewn in that pre ; life, with theilTue 
of tlv.ir difference. 

.-filter tl:is, the ki opening himiMf to 
blTiiop ( iarorncr, r.pon fome ful’picions he en- 
teri.jned of Iiis hid queen, O* diarihe 
as i!.c.iiv,cico herefy ; !:c io far iijproveJ thefe 
jfiilo.iiies, as lO prepare a**pager of articles^ 
ag iiiid her, v iiichthc king and it wa** 

asrreed to fend htr to the Tot er: but the' 
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chanc'nory who was entruilcd with this 
paper, dropped it out of his bofoni, and ic 
vAs immediately carried to the princefs. She 
fo wrought upon the king’s afFc6lions,*as to 
difpel his lufpicJbns ^ and this brought fevere 
rcprbatl^^upon the chancellor, and the king’s- 
rcfcntrrpnt Itgairiil the bi(h'>p grew fo flrong, 
that never ice his face afterwards. 

WeJh^d not worker, if, dan* ling this 
ligljj^'im the king, when drawing t'jvvards- 
latfcr end, he leit him out of hii will, and 
did not appoint him one of the coua.erjors lo 
prince Edward, a-j he once intended. Sanders 
alledges another reafon for this, which \v€^. 
fnat Gardiner, takingfornc favourable oppor- 
tunity, pcjfnadcd the king to reltorc the f.i- 
premacy to the pope, either by a fdemn dc- 
claiaiion in rarliamtnt, if there was jjjmc^to 
call one, or by an authentic aiSi of lus own, 
if there was not; which would fuflicicntly 
m inifcd his in^ntion. In this refpe*^, the 
king, as he tells the dory, foon after changed 
his mind ; and thence proceeded his enmity to 
Ga- diner. ]3ut all is pure fidion, for bilhop 
Gardiner himfelf, in a fermon before king 
Philip and queen Mary, mentions foine fuck 
thoughts in the king during the northern re* 
bcllion ; and, had there been a grain of ti ^th 
in ill no* would have mentioned hi^ in- 
• clination at^£^timc, • Beudes, there aduaily 
was a parlia ment /f Ten in being, which was 
^^(dved at JJijTRSith. Some other reafons 
/mre adigned^or the Mng’s excluding him in 

bis 
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his teAament with no better foundation. Bgt 
whatever ufage he might meet with, at aqy 
time ^rom his maAer, be (liewed, upon all oc* 
cafions, very high refpeft for his memory, and 
ever fpoke and wrote of*him^‘with ereat de- 
ference ; and though Fox treaty very 
coarfely on that head, yet others have (jhought 
there was in it as much of prude^^ as of 
gratitgde. For was his/:onduft Icfs- ry in 
the reign of king Edward VI. while iie Wijuld 
fever fet a hand to the great work of refbl" 
mation ; though he would not oppofc it, far- 
ther than by humbly remonftraiing againft it, 
irhnvever tlii.s could not prevent his imprifQQ- 
ment, which, as a fchfiblc author obferves, 
W. 1 S in all rcipcils extraordinary, and out of 
the common forms of iulHce. 

J^le^vas fent for, when in London, to attend 
the council, three weeks before rhr vifitors, 
then appointed, came into hif dTocefe;and,bc- 
caufc hcwoiiid not proinife to fr'ccive t»'e homi- 
lies, and f/ayoKdicnce to whatever the king’s 
viliiors inign: require, the council, notwiih- 
Uanding hh clof* reafoning the point, as to its 
confiilency with lav/, aid ids carfteii entreaty 
to give him a liule to confider, commit, 
tod him clofe prifoner to the Fleet. He was 
there, as wc fte by hi ^ letters and petitions, 
very ftrifliy kept, and very i?mj '’fcuiiitly ufed ; 
which miift have beciPby orJ^r, ' lince John 
Fox has marked or. the nij!\pinjof one of. hi.^ 
application' for red refs that warden of tli^ 
Fleet Wii5 fiiend, the he was dif- 

ch^'fed 
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cliarged like a common iralefa^or, under co* 
lour of the king’s general pardon, though 
never chaTged judicially with any of!#nce. 
The very dates ^prove thefe fa^is ; he was 
coiiMnytP/l SeptembA tlie tweriy- fifth, the 
parliamdnt^lTenibl^d November the fourth, 
was pr/rogu^ December the twenty-fourth, 
and hej^lju^fet at liberty before the clofe of 
that)^ryi547. Befides this, all that w# have 
fopported by unqiieilionabie au- 
thorities. In the courfe of this impri Ton menr, 
it came out, that the famous ilate-book of re- 
ligion, publiQicd by authority, under the title^. 
of ** The L^rudition of Chriftian Man,” ^as 
compiled chiefly by bilhop Gardiner. By com- 
paring this with the religious fyllems in the 
reign of Edward VI. the dilFcrence maybe feen 
between his notions and thofe of Cranmqr ; 
and from hence we may difeern, the proba- 
bility of his being in earneft in his declarations, 
without fuppoAng, as almolt all writers do, 
roifled therein by the papifls themfclvcs, that 
in his heart he was a bigot to popery. Arch- 
bifliop Cranmer was once as well pleafed with 
the book aftre-mentioned as any body, and 
had recommended it as ftrenuoufly ; but now, 
having changed his mind as to the real pre- 
fence, h^ was not willing the world fhould 
kn^ its tf^eV'^uthor ; and Gardiner, being 
» touched w/tfi filri^if^iflitions, replied very 
book. 

-^<Jpon his ob^-^ing his liberty, the bifhop 
/went down trlhis diocdTc, and there was fo far 

from 
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from creating any trouble or didurbance, tlvit 
he was remarkably adlive and diligent in giv- 
ing , obedience, and feeing that it was given, 
to the laws concerning religion; but thofc who 
had a diflike to him, w^uld not him to 
be long quiet. They were no. lobncr in- 
formed of his returnin? to towij, tlfln they 
procured an order for him to cotfie. 4 r:. ore the 
couiiG^l, wJiere he was*' roughly trc attH, and 
then diredlcd to keep his houfe tilf'“he^aye 
iTatli: faction, which was to be done in a fermon ’ 
preached before the king and his mini Hers, iti 
^ a public audience, for the matter of which, 
ht'-was direftcd, as well what he (hould nor, 
as what he (houlJ fay, by Sir William Cecil. 
On St. Peter’s day, the bilhop did accordingly 
preach, but was fo fiu* from giving fitLstac- 
lion, that the very next day, June the thirtieth 
1548, he was fent to the Tower, and continu- 
ed there a prifoncr during all that reign. It 
was very near a year, notwithAanding repeated 
application:; that he continued there, without 
having fcarce any notice taken of him, his 
chaplain having admittance but once when he 
was ill, and then rciirained bec^ufc his life 
was not thought in danger. When the pro- 
tettor was depofed, or fome fmall time before 
he had hopes given him of his relcafc, and 
from thofe it is likely who coui^. dobl it 
if they had judged it* proptvC finding 

liimfelf deceived, he tool^?heJrcedoiiSf/^*^ 
plying himfelf, by letter, council, 

^ \ W'hktl 
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which we have probably a tree, though ccr- 
tninly a very unpoliihed, account fioin honell 
John Stowe ; who likcwife tells us, very jjJain- 
ly, why he publii)ied it ; which, in cfFed, was, 
that^o bn^ die woi^d. 

WJiet^ iK\ duke of Somerfet, though re- 
moved ^romjpis high office, found mj.'u; to 
come power, and to be called to 

counciA^Jne affair bifhop Gardiner was 
biy'»'^t)j6^once more on the carpet, and the 
duke and others, by virtue of an order of iliaf% 
board, went to confer with him in the lower, 
June the ninth 1550. It was propofed that^ 
he Hiould make a fubxniffion lor what was*^ 
paiTed, (hould teflify Ids approbation of all 
that had been done in religion ilnee he had 
been laid alidc, and that he Ihouid promife 
obedience for the future. The two ial^^oints 
Winchefter readily anfwcreJ to, and adually 
iigned all that was cxpecl . i from him ; but 
rcfu!edhis alTcnlftto the iitll, iufiiling upon his 
innocence. Much iblidtation there wai-, with 
what intent one cannot fay ; at lall, the biihop, 
perceiving they rofe in their demands, told 
them roundi^' he would do nothing in aprlfm; 
and, that he did not feck c'.;hcr favour or pity, 
bat julHce, On the . i^etecnth of July he 
was broi^ht to the council, and being afked, 
wMffhcr he''*iv/Jiild luiMcribe the laft article or 
not, he ai>^.^e¥td 4 «k 4 htj negative ; and it was 
deciA.»:?</ic; him, that his bilhopric 
bcfeqa'^'td- d ; and, if in three months 
’he did not crmply, th^ would go Hill farther. 

When 
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When the three months were fully expir^&t 
and the biiliop remained in the fame feiui- 
inen.«js» a refoluiion was taken to proceed ju- 
dicially againil him, in erde^ to deprive him 
of the fee of Winchel&r, and . 'vhrt other 

E referments he had under the lori^v of the 
ing’s commiflion, in which th;. ar^hbifhop 
prefided. Thtfe conimi/lioncrs their 

proceedings December the fifteenth, ended 

them February the fourteenth followii^j,'' ii 
^nghad in all two and twenty fellions, when 
the ^rand affair was finifhed, and the biihop 
deprived, for irreverence to the king's autho- 
"rityj though Gardiner very prudently laid 
the weight of the whole on the delegators, 
who deprived him, and, by protefling and 
appealing to the king, flicwed plainly tnat all 
tlig hepes of redrefs he had, lay in the crown, 
and mull fpring from the exercife of that fu- 
premacy to which they reprefented him. All 
the remaining part of his reigti, however, the 
bifhop remained in the fame Hate, that is, a 
clofe prifoner in the Tower; and yet, not fo 
ilridlly kept, at leafl all the latter part of the 
time, as the order of the council teemed to re- 
quire ; for certain it is, that in this fpace, he 
not only wrote many controverflal pieces, but 
alfo compofed variety of Latjn poems, and 
tranilatcd into verie fevcral beaV inl paflages 
in the books of Eccicfiaj’cs, Job, 

and other poetical parts 
xnent. He alfo kept up hfr 'hirlts all tha** 
Ume, and was wont to fay very ^ponfidentl/, 
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as either* believing it, or defiring to be thought 
to oelieve it, that he (hould live to (ee another 
, tuAi, and another court, in which he ihould be 
as great as ever. 

On the death ^of Ijiing Edward, no doubt, 
he forefhw t%at turn was near, notwithfianding 
the new cour]|^t up in his neighbourhood, 
for that i^jib^nate lady, queen Jane. On the 
nineteeiihrf/bf July 1553, queen Mary^ was 
public’vly/ proclaimed by tliat very council^ 
M i/ich tile day before owned the right of her**^ 
competitor, and gave her the coarfe and inju- 
rious title of bailard of Henry VI 11 . On the 
third of Augult the queen made her folemn 
entry into the 'Fower, \^hcn biftiop Gardiner, 
in the name of himfelf and his fellow pri- 
foners, the duke of Norfolk, the dutchefs of 
Somerfet, the lord Courtney, and othg-s of 
high rank, made a congratulatory fpeech to 
her majefty, who gave them all their liberties. 
On the eighth of, the fame month he perform- 
ed in the queen’s prefence, the obftqiiics for 
the late king Edward, wtiofe body wuo buried 
in Weftminfter, with the Engiifli fcrvice, by 
archbifiiop Cianmcr, the funeral fermon being 
preached by biflicp Day. On the ninth, bi- 
Ihop Gardiner went to Winchefter houfe, in 
Southwark, after a confinement of lomewhat 
moii^han%vf years. On the twenty- third he 
.was declare/i>* ub *^.n q |lloy of Englami, though 
his jia tcc - *\lid not yaTs till I' e twenty-firft of 
,Sep^fhllber. firft c>r October he had 

the honour of crowning th«; queen, and on 
' the 
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the fifth of the fame month heopened’^the 
parliiiinent in her reign. By this time he ^as 
in poni-ilion again of his academical honours ; 
for £s at the beginning of his misfortunes the 
univcrfity of Cambridge elided in his place 
the duke of Somerfet, and, on fill, the 
duke of Northumberland ; fo^^^cn^e fel]» 
they chofe the bidiop of V/inchei'ny^lr their 
chanq;]lor, and reilore4 him alfo lord- 

fliip of Trinity-hall, then poflelled \;4 ilojftor 
;Awowfe. t • ^ 

At this jundlure, the bifhop of Wincheflor, 
cither through the queen’s cilcein foi, and 
' confidence in, him ; or, as fomc fnggeft, 
though without any glcat evidence, through 
the recommendation of CJiarles V. was pof* 
fefled of a larger compafs of civil and cede- 
fiafticd power, than any Englifli miniiler ever 
enjoyed, except cardinal Woolfey; and in his 
management of this, in all its various branches, 
though taken from fo long ao iinprifonment, 
and labouring undtr the weiglit of fo great an 
age as feventy, his bitiercft enemies muft al- 
low he gave indubitable marks of fuperior 
talents. If contriving to accompHlh, iind that 
in a fhort time, things fo great and difficult, 
as to furpafs all men’s expectations, be, as the 
world feems agreed they are, furc figns of fu- 
perior talents. The queen is faid,r oy of 
our hiftorians, to ha\^. rgcrrr. Abided three 
great points to the biflipp^Wincheift/.’* 
with equal concern, all of wliidb ivere attended 

with almoR equal difficulties ; the firR was, 

* 



Sl^PHEN GARDINER. 71 

th^ clearing the legitimacy of her birth, and 
af^ulling the divorce of her mother ; though 
‘ this was apparently bailardizing her lyicr, 
and prefumptive ^fucceflor. The next was, 
redorjng the old religion, and reconciling the 
nation lo Rome, in the fame manner as be* 
fore her faiheVVdefertion. The third was, ob- 
taining h-^r^nlbnt of parlianu nt, to her mar- 
riage vith*^prince PliUip ; which was un- 
popular •that the former houfe of commoMi^ 
prepared an addrefs to the queen not to marry 
a foreigner. 

Amoiigil; all the (beret and open ob/lacles, 
which were not a few, that our miniiler had 
to overcome in the profecution of thefe mca- 
fares, fonc probably gave him more trouble 
than getting over his diflike to every one of 
them. Thh procuring the divorce wm tte 
firil fourcc he i endered the father, and now re- 
verfing this divorce, and branding all who 
had been concerned in it, war> the firft fervice 
required by the daughter. He had alfo ailif- 
ted, promoted, and defended, the king’s fu- 
premacy, which made way for all that follow- 
ed, as much^or more than any in the king- 
dom, and had the reputation al(b of penning 
what was publilhed in defence of that prince’s 
marri^e ^ith Anne Sullen, and all that hap- 
pen^Tthereupon, which was now to be con- 
^^ned as .-ull a/.i* jltegaU Befides, fo far 
guided- b/ unqueilionable authori- 
ties, ^this leem« to have been going greater 
lengths than he intentftd ; for hitherto he 

ha4 
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had not entered into a correfpondence with 
the pope, or done any thing in eccleiiaitic^ 
affairs but in virtue of the queen’s fupremacy, 
an authority more agreeable to his fyffem of 
divinity than that of theRonian pontiff* ;.but 
in that particular the queen wa^ indexible, 
and her paflion as flrong to \||yjinquifli this 
title to the pope, as her father's aoi|;ution had 
been «jtp take it from ,hini. T'ih* spanifh 
^gteh trcfTc'd the mind of WincL^ller, as 
^Imuch as it did that of the nation ; he lorefaxir 
that many tioubles would follow from it, and 
that the queen would enjoy none of that fe- 
licity with which ilie flattered hcrfelf in the 
profpc£I. But be weil knew what a temper 
ihe inherited from her parents, and that ihe 
would And miniffers enough to carry into ex- 
ecution all that file propufed. Upon this con- 
fideration, joined to a fenfe of his own dan- 

t er from what was palled, if a new revolution 
apper.cd, he rcfolvcd to remain where he 
was, and employ his utmoll (kill to render the 
mcafures of queen Mary’s reign as beneficial 
to herfclf, and as little burthenfomc to her 
people, as in their nature they couid be. 

The convocation being aflembled, he pro- 
cured fuch quellions to be moved therCi as he 
judged conducive to the change he propofed 
to make ; yet went no farther than \reclv.«.iig 
the real prefence in ^th^jhcran^t, which i 
made way for reviving tl% old^ fervi^w^ 
twenty- firff of December, 4>arlia]xiehV he 
went the fame pace, wpcaling, by a Angle 
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lawy more ads, paficd in the reign of king 
Eawardy refpefting religion ; by which thole 
, wflb were of that religion countenance^ by 
king Henry, be<^ame as fafe as they could 
wilh j and even the grolTeil papills were out 
of dan^r» yet not renored to power. The 

3 uecn*s legitip^cy was eftablifhed, the divorce 
eclared i^l' ^nd void, the whole fault being 
thrown, ijpon archbidiop Crann^er. . f 

Thelb extraordinary changes were . 

laiher addrefs and fair fpecches, than by ^ 
violence and corruption, though Tome of our 
writers (ay the contrary. As to Ibrcc, the 
queen, a few guards evccplcd, had none; and 
her care as to money the fame, though 
the bidiopof Wincheiler was a frugal miniftcT. 
Cut what feenis to put corruption out of the 
quedion in this patliament, is, that after aUt 
the members could not be brought to rclidi 
the queen's mairiage to Don Philip; and there- 
fore, the chuneclUr advifed the diffolving this 
aifembly bef ‘.e the ciofc of the year. And 
thus two of the three great points were acconi- 
plidied. But much erenter didiculties were 
to be furmoiBucd bimic the third could be 
brought to bear. Tlie marriage treaty was 
left entirely In the hands of biihop Gardiner, 
and it is allowed lie managed it very dex- 
irou#7^ He niaiie ufe of ih" great reluAance 
Aiewn by the lad j.. t) ; rocure fuch 

ar.*:lc!‘’s "j might fecure ihe nation a.jaind the 
ambition of Philip and liis Spaniaic . and 
forefeeing expenccs m(^ht follow upeii thi« 
VoL. Ill, K match, 
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match, notwithftanding the hard baigain^he 
had made, he procnred, as is fiid, h^i?f a 
xniKion fterling from the emperor, to facilitate 
the approbation of a new parliament. But 
while tliefe preparation^ employed tfaofe :n the 
cabinet, fuch as abhorred this match were 
contriving very formidable ^eafures for its 
ciifappointment. Sir Thomas Wirt of Kent, 
and Sir Peter Carcw' of Cornwall, ^ laid the 
,"plah of a deep and dangerous infqrreflion, 
in whkh the unfortunate duke of Suffolk had 
jud Oiarc enough to bring his own bead, and, 
which was much more to be regretted, the 
heads of lady jane, and her hufband lord 
Guilford Dudley, to the block. The whole 
fcheme mifearned by the ill management, 
and, to fay the truth, the want of honeily in 
t.ie chiefs. 

All infurre^tions, when fupprefled, are ufeful 
to thofe againil whom they are railed, more 
efpecially when managed 'by men of parts 
and dexterity. None knew better how to 

S rocurc, or to ufe advantages, than the bi- 
lop of Wincheffer ^ and he fo^well managed 
men’s hopes and fears, with every other help 
he had, that when the queen’s fecond par- 
liament met, April the fecond 1554, it very 
foon appeared he might prevail on to 

give a fanflion to his.meafures, whatever they 
were. The terms of thf^ueen’s marriage, as 
he fettled them, met with very little oppofi- 
tion ; and as for m^^king fevere laws againff 
heretics, it is allowed the bilhop had no other 

trouble 
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tmuble than to reftrain them* which in fevcral 
inftancci he did. His own and the wifer bi» 
(hop’s zeal, not flailing near fo high a# that 
of this hoafc oftcommons. In the whole of 
his eogdud through* this parliament, over 
which he had as much influence as miniller 
ever had, ther^ was nothing done that was ei- 
ther unwcrthy of his flation, or injuriems to 
his country ; on the contrary, forefeejng that 
fome w'tio hadaccefs to the queen mig^tlffTke, 
an ill ufe of her confidence, and engage her, 
by plaufible promifes, to countenance things 
every way beneath her, and dangerous to her 
fubjedts, he procured tlys to be put out of her 
power, by a (hort law, drawn by his diredlioii. 
But when the great meafures aimed at were 
adjuiled, the chancellcr, fuppoiing that what 
remained for accompliihing the whole 9f tRe 
queen’s plan, might be compafled more effec- 
tually after the marriage s the queen, on the 
fifth of May, c;Ane to the parliament, and, 
having given her conient to fifteen bills, dif- 
folved that aflembly. 

All obftacl^s to the marriage being now re- 
moved, and the circumflances of the houfe of 
Auftria making it neceifary to haften it, king 
Philip put to fea, and arrived, towards the 
clofi^af Jaly* at Southampton, efcorted by a 
conUderable fleet, which, however, was obJig- 
cd to pay homage to that of England, in the 
narrow feas; [iich was the temper of thofe 
times, and the vigour o£ that adininifliation. 
He proceeded, with a numerous train of no- 
E 2 ^ billiy. 
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bility, from Southampton to Winchef]^r» 
where he was received, and fplendidiy enter- 
tained,* by the bifhop; on St. James’s day,/ 
the ^utchuy faint of Spain, he was, by that 
prelate, folcmnly married to the queeiv, jn the 
cathedral, the emperor Charles V. Icfigning 
to him the kingdom of the civo Sicilies, and 
many nominal Ibvereigntics, upon the mar- 
riagu In his way to .London, the king t ok 
JVuulfor, where he was itiilalled knight of the 
garter; and made his entry into this capital on 
the eleventh of Augu/l is'54, with prodigious 
maonifirei.cc, and, like all new princes, with 
iinivei (hi acclamations. 

The chancellor, well knowing this fair 
weather would not continue long, refolvcd to 
avail liim elf of it while it lulled; and, there- 
forc,^ called a new parliament about the middle 
of November the fame year. A very little time 
after the fellion began, cardinal Pole came in- 
to England, with tlie title cf legate, not much 
to the real good liking either of the king or 
chancellor. 

By thefe gradations all things were brought 
bacK to their old htuation ; li'nd the langui- 
nary laws for reprefiing herefy, revived and 
carried into execution. 

Thus the bilhnp of Winchefter paid the 
full pi ice of his exaltation to the nrA*.iftry, 
and ob ained, in fptte ^ all difKcultics, all 
that the queen had dcured. But the joy in 
this was quickly troubled by the bloody perfe- 
cution fet on foot iVi ahnoil all parts of the 

kingdom, 
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k*?!gilom, whether by the advice* and with the 
^cn<lrc concurrence* of the biOtop of Winchel- 
ter, as many hllloriaiK afHrm* it is bu^jud 
(Iiouid be inoie largely difeuned than the 
bounds a)f this narrative will allow. Certain 
it is, that, to this time, our prelate had not 
difeovered any thing of this dilpofition. He 
is> indeed reputed, by many of our hilloffans, 
a great di/Tembler ; but in this adle^ miite 
another .part. In all public 'tranfa6j:toRTs Tie 
profefled himfelf always with the famec^iniori 
v.i:h the coun< il, and did not aim ai: rcix-tniny 
l imfelf from popular odium, by purring on a 
cloak of mcderaiiou. l^ur in all the trial), 
where, by virtue of cardinal Po.e’s commif- 
llon, he was obliged to be, he was excccdit.»r. 
ly affidaous to fhew the prilbners, that, tne 
matter of the real prefcuce, which was mdft 
infifted on, they might cafily five their lives, 
by complying with fubiciiptions drawn in very 
general terms ; till, by foul language, they 
convinced him that he had to do with men who 
were as liule to be wheedled as frighted out 
of their printiples. This furcly proves that 
he was not dcfirous of fcveriiies, or pcrfecutcd 
f)r the fake of gratifying a crud temper, or 
to revenge paic injn.ies. And that fuch pro- 
teftqi^.#as of nilidcr natures, and content 
£0 referve themklves ftr better limes, when 
driven to diftrefs were well received Iiy him, 
and not barely /creened but encourag<'d and 
protected, without ofFc^ing any violence to 
tiicir confcleijces, farther than locking them 
E ; . up. 
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up, and committing the key to the cudody Cf 
their o»vn discretions, wc may very fafely »f- 
firi)’. h a point out of difpute. For towards the 
cloie of the year, it was iroogly reported, and 
indeed generally believed, that the qu^n was 
with child ; for which rejoicings were made, 
and prayers appointed for her fafe delivery. 
*^rhe chancellor made a right life of this wrong 
notion ; he perfuaded hditinajefly to fet feveral 
priibiTers^^^at liberty, that had been nea( a year 
in confihf inent, and for that purpole went in 
perfon io the Tower, January the eighteenth 
1^^;, and difeharged the arch biOiop of York, 
Sir Edward Regers, .Sir James Crafts, Sir 
Nicholas I'hrockinorton, Sir Edward Warner, 
Sir George Harper, Sir William Saindow, 
Sir Gawin Carevv, Sir Andrews Dudley, WiK 
liar.n Gibs, Carthbert Vaughan, John Har« 
rington, Elqrs. Mr. Ttemain, and others. 
One of thefe had a little before taken the li- 
berty of cxpoftulating with him very freely, 
notwithftanding which he had (beyond his 
cxpeflations perhaps) his liberty amongft the 
reft. Nis fon has given us, in an account of this 
adventure, fome paftages relating to bifliop 
Gardiner, very well worth notice. 

The three months next enfuing, bi(hop 
Gardiner was employed in carrying* tho^Ja^s^ 
lately revived againft heretics, into execution ; 
and fat often (to his eternal difgrace) by vir- * 
tue of a commiffion trom cardinal Pole, as 
the pope’s legate, at Winchefter houfe in 
Southwark, to examine fuch as were brought 

beiorc 
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b^ore him. Yet, we are told, lie foon grew 
weary, and would proceed no farther ; upon 
•which the cruel and invidious tafle was put 
upon Bonner ; ne^her^as it long befor^ he 
grcvv,relax, till quickened by orders from the 
council, ‘and other meafures. But it faither 
appears in favour of Gardiner, that during 
his embafTy, about this time, to the king of 
France, the great feal s^as put into the V^ds 
of William marquis of Winchcfler; aj^id from 
the couhcil-booKs it appears, goodUile was 
made of it for (lirring up the perie^tion ; 
for quickening of which, writ after weit was 
iflTued, and letters direded to the nobility and 
gentry, as well as det^y, exciting them to 
^ve their attendance, with their fervants, at 
the burning of heretics ; fo that we fee this 
cruel flame raged mofl when the bifhqp was 
abroad, and grew flill higher after his death. * 
Upon his coming home, he declared plainly, 
he would have iip farther hand in feverities, 
and therefore thofe apprehended in his dioceie 
were removed into that of London, and fo 
|>ut under the juriOtdion of Bonner, who in 
a Ihort time Ibli off a^ain, and had frelh re* 
prioiands from the king and queen for his 
relaxation and lenity. We may, from thefe 
inftances, perceive, that (bme made their court 
to #i'?qQccn, by promoting thefe cruel pro- 
ceedings, and that were neither prefled, 
nor could be impeded, by the biHiop of Win- 
chefler. In matters of government, hi-> in- 
fluence was iliU withouf diminution, and, ac- 
E 4 cordir.g 
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cording to his advice, a parliament vvnsfuift-* 
moned to meet in Odober; for it wjis one^of 
his ipaxims, to have (hoft fellions and frequent 
parliaments. He had prj;jc£leU fome additional 
fccurity for church anil abbey lands, rwhich, 
by a well-timed addrefs from the convocation 
to the cardinal, which he put into his hands 
himfelf, he had, in fome meafure, preferved to 
all who poHl'/rcd them^ and this projed was 
aftciw^w^s brought to bear by his friend, Mr. 
f:’creta!^A*eek. Odober the twenty- firft 1558, 
he opet^cd the feilion, with a judicious fpecch, 
and was there again on the twenty- third, 
which was the bfl time of his appearing in 
.that alTcmbly. 

Tow'ards the clofe of this month, he fell 
ill, and continued to grow worfe and worfe to 
tho tliTitcenth of November 1555* when he 
departed this life, about the age of feventy- 
two IJc died at the royal palace of White- 
hall, about one in the inoriring ; and about 
three the fame mcrnlng his body was carried 
fner to V^ir.cheller-houfe, from w'hencc the fu- 
i.eral was performed. His death ^vas a great 
i;}fs to the queen his xnilbefs, who found no 
roiniiUr that could manage her affairs fb well, 
or keep her on fo good terms with the parlia- 
Agents, ficm w'hom, during his admktiiliicfjon, 
Ihe received nothing, hut lived upon the fet- 
tled ordinary revenue of the crown, with fome 
help, it may be, from the treafurc brought 
over by king Philip. His pen alfo was of no 
fmall ufe, fmee in polemical writings he was 

inferior 
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inferior I(> none of his contemporaries. The 
^afllfon of thofe timfa allowed more to exte- 
rior expreflions of funiral forrow than obi*:, 
and by entcrraiuiiTg tie eyes of the vulgar 
with a l^gubiious fpoAack of n great man’s 
L'ft journey, imprjfiKloii their minds a greater 
degree of reverence than cnuLl be wrr-.jght by 
words. In iliis r^iiit, there' was a j-Lmarlj|.»bie 
atlcntion paid to the bii?u»p; and an auChoj hns 
uken th« pains lo leave the aaeinoniA of his 
obfccjuicF, cUmiI}, circninftanclaily, a?1 me- 
thodically fet down ; bat this was nS age, 
when there was more aiui.tion pnd to fight 
than to the icil ol i..c ten i.nd more 
money bcliowcu, and more diiig ulcd, 
tn ietn*ng out fuch a foV'innity. tli n without 
f‘uc)\ a d<tiil as the ah v •-inenrioM i! could be 
Crtfily iia.iginou. 1\1 iny iniiigues ur c ct 
foot at court, on this gre;.t javl.ue'i. 
about tilling his places, which oi ciiiiin'.ed 
fonic delay in difpofing of them. 'I'lje great 
fcal was, in the mean time, put into the Jiandi 
of Sir Nicholas Hare, maflcr of the rolls, and, 
on New-yeaaJs-day following, given to Dr. 
Nicholas Heath, archbiftiop ot York. In the 
chancellorftiipof C.imbriiige he w'ds fucceeded 
by cardinal Pole, who h.\d Ibme inclination to 
hav^l*ld ftls bifliopiic ot V/snehelUT, toa, in 
|:onimendam ; but at Itngili k given to 
Dr. White, biftiop of Lincoln, the modell car- 
dinal contenting honlelf with a ne^iiior. ol one 
thouihnd pounds a vf-aioui of the revenue, 
li 5J for 



Sz BRITISH piLUTARCt-t. 
for the Support of his dimity. As to the maf- 
terlhip ot Trinity-hsdU Dr. Mowfe, who tcy^k 
it as^ good proteftant king Edward’s time, ' 
was now become fo goj^ a catholic as to uke 
it again in queen MaryS time ; and, , ir. the 
days of Elizabeth, had a prebend of York be- 
llowed on him, being once more bedome a 
protellant. As to the private ellate of bilhop 
Gardiner, he difpofed wf it by will, of which 
his two old friends, Sir Anthony Brown vif- 
count Montacute, and Dr. Thomas I'hirlby 
bilhop of Ely, were the executors. 
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Tbe LjFB o: 

Gardin*al Pole. 

•• 

R eginald p.o l e, cardinal,# 

defcended of royal blood, being a youn» 
ger (bn C>f Sir Richaru Pole, lord Mo tague, 
knight of the garter, and coufin-gernuin to 
Henry VII. by Margu.ct, his wife, daughter 
of George, duke jf Clarciice, younger bro- 
ther to king Edward He was born at 
Tiverton, in Stafford (hire, in the year jjoo ; 
and, after the greatell care had bJ'en taken by 
his mother to form bis mind ai.d n^anners 
from his cradle, he waj* feur, at feven years t>f 
age, to be inflru£ted in grammar by the Car- 
thufians, in ih^ monaUeiy at Siieiie, ucar 
^chmond, in Surry; and, at about the agu 
of twelve, became a nobleman ot' Magdalen* 
oolledge, in Oxford, where an nppartment 
was provided^for him in the prcfident’s lodgr 
ingf. The famous Linacre, and William Lu^ 
timer, two of the greatefi mailers of thoi& 
times t^e Greek and Latin tongues, were 
out* young nobleman’s principal preceptors; 
^nd be made a coniiderJble progreb in his Itu- 
dies under them. 

In June, 15x5, he took the degree of ba* 
cbclor of arts, having ISrH kept regular 
E 6 * exercife 
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4xcrcif(?for^ and the fame year fupplicatfd 
the congregaSbn for leave to wear fuch a habit 
and gobes as were fuitalle to his birth, and to* 
be admited into the wblil library. Some 
time afterwards he entered into deac^jn’S or- 
ders^. and, on the nineteenth of March, 15 17, 
was made prebendary ©f Rofeomb, in the 
cliurch of Salifbury ; to which was added the 
prebendary of Yatminiltr Secundn, in the fame 
church, on the tenth of April, i)J9; the 
deanery of Wimbourne monalUvy, or mini- 
ftcr, in Dorfctlhire ; and that of F'xeter, in 
Devcnfliirc, being conferred on him about the 
lame lime. ^ 

Theft’ early promotions were no more than 
the genuine cfFc^fls of the munificent temper of 
king Henry VJII. to whom he was related, 
acid wiio dire^k’d his breeding to the church, 
with a defign to raife him to the higheft dig- 
nities ill it. Nor was Pole undeferving of the 
royal liouniy, 'J'o a gocd*fliarc of natural 
parts were joined a fweet and noble temper, 
and a love of letters. 

He was now nineteen years ^of age, and, 
having laid a good ground-work of learning 
at Oxford, it was determined, according to 
the cuftom of thefe times, to fend him, fur 
further improvement, to Italy, where 
beral arts and rcience^.then flouriflicd. This 
deAinatibn was very agreeable to him ; he li^a 
himfelf follidted it, and a fuprort fuitable^) 
his rank was provide^ by the icing, who al- 
lowed 
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loured him a large yearly the 

lU'ofits of his dignities. r 

He went, thercfcjre, accompanied ^ith a 
learned attendance ;land, on his ariival, after 
viihiijg feveral othepuniverfities he made Pa- 
dua his choice, then mod fiourifliing 6 ir elo-* 
quence. Here he hired a handdmie lioufe, 
and fettled a proper houfhold. Such didin - 
guifhed figure could *not fail of drawing the 
eyes of all the learned men in the place upon 
him ; and put it into his power to make the 
bell advantage of their abilities towards per- 
feding the plan of his iludies. He like> 
wife, at the fame time, became the delight 
of that part of the world, for his learning, po- 
litetu'fs, and piety. At the fame time he grew 
not lefs the darling of his own country, where 
every one endeavoured to heap foivour# on 
him ; particularly Fpx, bifliop of Winchefttr, 
made him fellow of the new-founded college of 
Corpus- Chriilf in Oxford, on the fourteenth 
of Februajy, 1523. From Padua our noble- 
man went to Venice, where he continued for 


fome time, and then vifited fome other parts 
of Italy. 

Having fpent five years abroad, he was re- 
called home; but being very defirous to fee 
^hfi^ jubilee, which was celebrated this year 
at Rome, he took tour to that city ; and, 
palfing by the way of Florence, he was rc- 
teiviM honourably, and had prelents made to 
him there *as well ^ at, other places on the 
road. At Rome, he was entertained with the 

fame 
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fiupe after he had farisfied hi* 

cariofity in viilUng the court, the churche^ 
veligiou^s houfjs, and rarities, he returned to 
England, before the expiUtio^ of 1525 ; and 
was received with great aieflion and honour, 
as weH.iby the court as the nobility. B&t the 
world, however ^luring, had no charms for 
his tafte at prefeiit : devotion and ftudy were 
his fole^delight ; and, in •order to have a full 
and free enjoyment of them, he refolved to- 
retire to his old habitation, among the* Car« 
tbufians at Shene, having obtained a grant 
from the king of the apartment which Dr. 
Colet had lately built for his own ufe in th«r 
iamc exercifes. ' 

He had palTed two years with great pleaAire 
in this retirement, when king Henry V Ilf. be- 

f oii yy ftart his fcruples about the lawfulnefs of 
is marriage with queen Catharine of Spain in 
order to a divorce, Pole, forefceing tiie 
commotions which this incident«inuft occaiion, 
and that he fliould not efcape being involved 
in them if he flayed in the kingdom, refolved 
to withdraw ; and, making ufe of the pretence 
of compleating his flodlcs^ he oftained hi* 
majefty’s leave to go to Paris. Here, carrying 
fome learned peribns in bis train, he pafled hit 
time in that tranquility, which is fo mgeh^he 
defire of, and is ib necefTary for, fludious per^ 
ions ; till the king, profecuting the affair of 
the divoi^e, fent to the mofl noted univerfitiet 
in Europe fof their opinion on his eafe. 

• On 
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^ On this occafion, Vole was di^ 

fiied to concur with tsc king'^gents. Thin 
'threw him into perplexity for a^hiJe^ 
but, at length, ne revived to leave the nego- 
tiatlbi^whdly to thofe who were joined vHth 
him in the commiffion | and to excufe H^felf 
to the kiwr as unfit for employ, fince the 
courle of his ftudies had lain another way. 
But Henry was fo much difpleafed, that, 
when his kinfman returned home, not long 
after, he was advifed, by all means, to clear 
himfelf of all difloyalty, and appeal^ his ma- 
jeily’s anger : and, having averted the ftorm 
for th# prefent, by hi\ fubmiflion, be retired 
to his former habiution at Shene ; where he 
proiecuted his fiudies and devotions undiT* 
f urbed for the ipacc of two years. 

In the mean time, Henry, perceiff ng dthe 
court of Rome’s intentions to baffle his pro^ 
ceedings, carried on, under their authority, 
againft Catharine, kindled into a reiblution to 
fhake oflF the yoke of that aflumed authority, 
and to rely wholly on his own fubjefls. This 
politic Hep fought new troubles upon Pole : 
k was now univerfally efieemed for his learn- 
ing and piety; and was befides of the royal 
blood. It was obferved, therefore, that his 
copfimt would be of great fervice as an exam- 
ple to the reft. Acc^ingly, no means were 
left untried to win him over ; and, being ir- 
lefiftibly prefted on every fide, he yielded, at 
length, to the occaftqp; and repair^ to the 
king, with a defign to give him fatisfaftion : 

but 
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iiiS conioi^ce checking him the moment 
he was about c^peak, hi was not able to ut- 
ter a word. The extrem|ty i^ifpired him with 
courage, and, quitting t^he former purpufc, 
he fpqke his mind to thcf king ; which, be- 
ing wh as was not pleafing nor expelled, 
Henry, with a countenance full of anger, put 
his hau4, Sometimes to his poniard hanging at 
his girdle, with an intention to kill him, but 
was overcome with the fimplicity, hupiility, 
and fubmiflion of his kinfman’s addrefs, and 
difmi/Ted him in tolerable temper, without 
urging the point any more. 

Pole, however, being,apprelienfive that fur- 
ther danger would inevitably accrue to him, if 
hu contfnued in England, laid hold of the 
king’s pacific difpofition, to apply to him, by 
fonw friends, for leave to withdraw, under a 
pretence for further improvement in the uwi- 
verfities abroad ; which he obtained : and his 
majelly was fo far fatisBed at p'reient, that he 
continued his penhon for fome time. 

The firfl place Pole went to, was Avignon, 
in France, which then flonrifhed the lludies 
of the liberal arts and fcienccs. The town 
was under the pope's jurifdielion, and our au- 
thor continued there unmolefled for the fpace 
of a year ; but finding the air not lb : gree 
with his conftitiuion, h^ left it, and went to 
Padua, where bcfoie he had experienced a 
better air, bcftdcs good company, and the love 
of learned men. Jn thi<^ beloved univerfity he 
fixed his refidence the fecond time, making 
. cxcuiTioiis 
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cl^curfions nowr and thtn for div^onrS^^'MiN^ 
nidK. With regard touady, dignity had now 
liis principal attenyont^et not fo as to cx^ude 
^the infeiior fcicnces. At the fame time, karn- 
ing 3ncl religion wenf hand in hand ; na|;ure 
had given him a ftrotig turn to that kiiiiMf 
devotion which is charadieriftically dlftin^uilbed 
in the Roman church by the name ofjpTyv. 

There was one Mark, a monk, faid to be a 
perfon 0 / great learning, and greater piety, 
who then taught theology ; with this mafter 
Pole was exceedingW delighted, and attended 
his leAures afliduoufly. In the fame difpofi*- 
tion, he admitted into %n intimate familiarity 
Cofmo Sherius, bilhop of Fano, a city in 
Umbria j in whom, though young, he found 
an eminent fund of knowledge in feveral 
branches of literature, joined to a iingdfar hs)- 
nelly in manners and converfation, and an ar« 
dent dclire of piety. At Venice alfo our no- 
bleman became* acquainted with the famous 
Gafpar Contarenus, who afterwards was defied 
into the college of cardinal?, as likewife he did 
with Peter ^araffa, bilhop of Theate, who, 
about that time, had founded a new religious 
order at Venice, called Theatines, but became 
afterwards the turbulent pope Paul IV. and an 
ermmp tosPole. 

^ several other perfone of the firll reputation 
*iA the republic of letters, are ranked emongft 
his acquaintance : but, above all, there was 
none fo familiar with him as a noble Venetian 

called 
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Priuli. ^'e was a perfon of fio 
ggJdr worth integ^ity^ and a fricndltj^iD 
was now begun betwee^^ them whicb ended^^ 
not Sut with the death^ of Tole. Thus the 
days paflfed very agreeab;y in Italy, but frelh 
tropes were brewing in lingland. '* 
miiry had not only divorced Catharine, but 
married Anne Bullen, and refolved to throw 
off th£ papal yoke, and aflert bis right to the 
fupremacy, with the title of Supreme Head, 
cl* the Church* To this end he had procured 
a book to be written in defence of that title 
by Dr. Richard Sampibn, bifliop of Chiccflcr ; 
and, obferving the high efteem in which Pole 
was held, both at home and abroad, he was 
not a little defirous to have it confirmed by 
his kinfman. He therefore difpatched a cou* 
rier with Dr. Sampfon’s book and a letter, re* 
quiring his opinion upon the matter^ No 
body was better acquainted with the kingV 
violent temper in general than. Pole ; the fate 
of Sir Thomas More and biihop Fiiher par* 
ticularly had reached his ears; and, feeing 
the method pEradtifed in order to faring him 
over to acknowledge the new tide, he per* 
fuaded himfelf that the Uke means were de* 


a rned to bring on the like conclufion ; and, 
at the prefent application was a fttare^ laid 
pnrpofeiy to ulher him to the blc^. Ke 
tberefo^-e contrived foroe excufes for defering 
hi| anfwer; and« when he found no delays 
qottld preva^ any longer, uklng vouxage from. 

' the 



Cardinal pole. 91 

fecurity of the poJ s 

onl|( difapprovcd the k1 's div Ee, and fepa- 
mtion from the ap^ftolif iee, in anfwer f ij^the 
prefenty but Ihortly after drew up his piecfj Pro 
UnitAe Kcclefiaftica,! and fent it to king 
Henry. * This confidence was a notorious ggjKtf 
of his zeal and attachment to the fee of Rome. 
Beiides ufing very rude and indecent language 
to biihop Simpibn, he not only prefiea the 
king earnefily to return to the obedience he 
owed to that (te^ but excited the emperor to 
revenge the injury done to his aunt, the di- 
vorced queen, with a great many (harp reflec- 
tions. ^ 

Henry was mudi difpleafed with this con* 
du€t, and, knowing that the book could not 
long lie concealed in Italy, though Pole had 
promifed not to publilh it, fent for our outh^ 
to come to England, that he might explain 
ibme pafiages of it to him ; but Pole, well 
aware that itivas*made treaibn in England to 
deny his majefty’s fupremacyi which was the- 
principal (cope of his book, chofe not to obey- 
the call ; but defired the king, as now being 
freed from hSr who had been the occafion of 
all this,, to take hold of the prefent occafioo, 
and redintegrate himfelf with the pope, and 
acttpr^ha council now fummoned ; whereby 
he might have the hoqpur of being the cauft 
of the reformation of the church in doftrino 
and manners; afluring him, that otherwife 
ks w^U be id greai %gcr. 
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*ui‘^nis was^he lauguiiee of a Aiperior. it 
wasxnanifeft nom ivhat(TOttntain he nowdr^V^^ 
aiid ihe king thcretbre refclyed to keep 
fures *vith him no longer : accordingly, his 
penlion was withdrawn ; he was llrippe^ of 
alUJuU dignities in England ; and an ah of at- 
tainder of high treafbn pafTed againli him ; 
but hs was abundantly compenfated for thefe 
Ioffes and fufierings by the bounty of the pope 
and the emperor. He had been, as i; is faid, 
much againll his ovvn inclination, created a 
cardinal, in January preceding, by the title 
of S, Ncreur and Achilleub; then of St. Mary, 
in Cofmedin ; and, lengih, of St. Prifea ; 
and (bon after was fent by the pope, with the 
charafler of Nuncio, both to France and Flan- 
ders j that, being near England, he might 
hold a torrefpondcncc wiih the caihclics there, 
in order to keep them Acdfafc in the faith of 
that church. 

At Paris he was received uy u : king very 
honourably, but did not (lay long there ; for 
Henry, being informed of it, fent to demand 
him of the French monarch ; whjif:h being no- 
tified to him by that prince, he removed to 
Cam bra V, and put himfelf aider the protec- 
tion oi the bilhop iSere. Yet neither was this 
a place of iafety for him, by reafon fhe 
war then l.etween France and the empire, in 
which Henry was engaged ; ib that the Englilh 
foldieis were contir.'.iilly harraffing thofe parts. 
The nuncio was therefore very defirous to 

leave 
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Ifave the place, and tie moic 

that he now heard of «is beinc^joclaime?T 
jiittcr in England, aili a pri% fet upon his 
head. ^ • 

rearing this perplexity, cardinal Eraj^as, a 
Marchk, bifliop of Liege, inviting hi m th i» 
ther, he immediately ported from CaiffBffy, 
and was received as a brother, and moil liber > 
ally entertain^.d. Here he continued fix nlbnths, 
waiting till all things Ihould be amended in 
England, according to the defire of France and 
the emperor ; but thefe expectations proving 
vain, our nuncio found hijniclf llill in danger 
of being delivered up to Henry VIII. Here- 
upon he left Lcige, and, by the popc^ com- 
mand, returned through Germany to Rome, 
where he was very gracioufly received ; and, 
not long after, attended bii holincfs ^ Nice, 
to ailirt 111 making a peace between Fiance 2nd 
the empire : after which, he was employed by 
the pontiff to ^thefc tw'O princes, and fome 
others, to perfuade them to cuter into a league 
agaiiift England, in order to jcftore it to the 
ancient religion, clear.fc it of herely, and re- 
lieve the deiiQtees to the apoilolic fee, then in 
a lingering and groaning condition, a thing 
of greater neceflity and merit than to war 
againil the Turk. 

d^patch this embafly with quicknefs, 

• and to avoid the toils 6f Henry Vill. our car- 
dinal went incognito, and with a very few at- 
tendants, firii to the emperor, then at Toledo, 
defignirg to proceed Arom thence to France. 

But 
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bc'^g coancenvorked jy 
Henry » the^rdinal n^st with'a cool reception 
front his imperial majmy ; nrhereopon he 
turned by tlie fame road to^Avienon, where he 
acquainted the pope w)-:h his ill fuccefs » and, 
rjui^i^ving a letter from his hoHnefs to continue 
in thofe parts, he took this opportunity of 
tnakjpg a viiit at Carpentras to his acquaint- 
ance and beloved friend cardinal Jacob Sado- 
let ; with whom he fpent fix months much to 
his fiitisfadion, and in the utmofl fafety, this 
placet as well as Avignon, being under the 
pope’s jurifdidion ; and, being recalled hence, 
and fcnt by the pope to Verona, he found 
much friendfiiip and hofpitality from John 
Matthew Gibert, bifhop of that place. At 
length, his holinefs, confidering how to rc» 
wrard his fervices, fent him legate to Viterbo, 
an cafy employ, and near the city, where he 
might refide entirely fafe, and out of the reach 
of his enemies. 

In this poll he dill maintained his charader 
for piety and learning, and particularly ob« 
tained the love of the people by his modera- 
tion towards proteftants ; for which, however, 
he was charged by the bigots with favouring 
herefy. His eminency continued at Viterbo 
till 1543 > when the pope, having called the 
council of Trent, appointed him, togetner 
with the cardinal of Paris, and o^rdinaf John 
Merene, his three legates there ; but, as the 
council could not then^afiemble, by reaibn 6f 
the wars which arofe iii Germany, and other 

Chrifiian 
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fihriftisn couniriies, P^e 
betw^ which' ^lace Ihd Rom^ he paifed 1m 
liiSet following his ftJdies in great repofe and 
tranquillity, 'till Aie ponttfF, refblving n%t to 
havohis views in catling a council debated, 
iiTued it fecond citation for holding it ^ 
fame place, and appointed Pole again^ But 
with two dilforent cardinals, his legatesJhere. 
Accordingly he attended in that counal as 
long as he was able ; but the bad date of the 
air bringing a dangerous catarrh upon him, he 
obtained leave to go to Padua for the benefit of 
advice and a better air« After a while the 
council alfo was removed to Bononia on the 
fame account. About d^hich time, our cardi- 
nal, having recovered his health, returned to 
Rome, and was received very gracioufly, as 
ufual, by the pope, who made him hii ebytf 
councellor in matters relating to kings and 
fovereign princes, and particularly when it was 
concluded to majee a defence in writing, car- 
dinal Pole was the penman. Thus, tor in* 
fiance, when the pope’s power to remove the 
council was concefied by the emperor’s embaf* 
(ador, Pole Aew up a vindication of that pro- 
ceeding ; and, when the emperor fet forth the 
Interim, the fame cardinal was employed to 
anfwer it^ 

This was in 1548, and pope Paul III. dying 
*the next year, our cardinal was twice eleAed 
to ittcceed him, but refufod both the eleAions; 
one as being ^00 haily, and without deliber^ 
tiOA ; and the oibeft kcaule it was done hi 

the 
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unexamf^ed 4eU^ 
Vacy dilgufted feveral ojT his friends in thec^n- 
dave. Tiie/ thereupon joined with the p^ty 
of Cardinal John Maria de Monte, bifliop of 
Poletriua ; who, by thft means, being chofen 
pop e, took the name of Julius in. Tliishap- 
pelted on the thirtieth of March, ; and 

the tranquility of Rome being foon after much 
dillulrbed by the wars in France, and on the 
borders of Italy, Pole retired, with the pope’s 
leave, to a monafteiy of the Benedictines called 
Magazune, iicuated near the lake of Benacus, 
in the territory of Verona. 

In this pit afant retirement he continued till 
the death of Edward VI, in July, 15)3: but, 
on the acceilton of quern Mary, it was deter- 
mined by the ceurt of Rome, that Pole Aiould 
be feqjt legate into England, as the fitteft in- 
ftrument, on all accounts, to effedt the reduc- 
tion of the kingdom to the obedience of the 
pope. The undertaking, however, required 
fome confideratlon. I'he adl of attainder, 
which had pafled againA him under Henry 
Vlil. had been confirmed by Edward, and 
conreqoently Aood Bill in force, both theie 
princes were held iu great efteem among the 
people. Our legate therefore did not think it 
fafe to venture his perfbn in England Jill he 
underftood the true Bate of things" th^re. 
However, it was not long before he received 
full fktisfadlion upon all thefe points, and ac- 
cordingly fet out for England, fby the way of 
Gcrmanyi ii| the monch of Odtober this year, 

*553 : 
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1^53; bat he had njt proceeded lai*^ 
einoeror’s dominions, when a mefilige came i_ 
Jjiiji ilom that prince, to put a /fop to his far- 
tlier progrefs at J>refent. I'hcfc were ^)on 
followed by an expre^ from queen Ma*ry to 
the fani^ putpefe, who, to keep him in My J 
humour, feni him alfo the two afts thathad 
paflrd, for the juflificatioii of her nimiiciV. 
marriage, and for bringing all things baf'k to 
theftaic they were in at her faLher\Ndcs4th, de^ 
firing hiai likewife to fend her a lill of fuch 
pel Tons as (hould be made bi/hops. 

The cardinal being fatisfied, that the true 
caufe of this delay was to prevent his aiTival iu 
England before the cticcu’s marriagi: to Phi. ip 
ihoiild I'le completed, was not a 1 rile nettled 
at it, and wrote a letter to her majelly, wl:c;e- 
in he faid, he knew this iiop to his jqnrnev 
came chiefly from the emperor, who was for 
j ur'uing fuch particular couifes now, as him- 
il-lf h«:d followec^in the bufinefs of the inte- 
rim, being refolved to have the ftaie fettled 
beforS Ihe meddh’d with religion. That he 
had fpoke to the emperor's confcflbr about it, 
and had convinced him of the impropriety of 
fuch couifes, and fet him to work on his mal'- 
ter. He alfo told the queen, he was afraid 
carnal pl^fures might govern her too much, 
an^that me might thereby frJl from her fini- 
^)licity in Chrift, wliefein Ihe had hitherto 
lived ; he encouraged her therefore to put on 
a fpirit of W'i&lom and courage, and trufi in 
Ciod, who had prefervetf her fo long. He ai- 
VoL. Iir. F fuiW 
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ler, that he hadt^rote to niicigate tlie 
pope and cardinals, Cvho, there was rojm 
encagh to think, would refent his being llopT- 
ped ; which, he had tol^d them, was done on^ 
)y to wait rill his attainlicr was taken gfF; and 
a (hew of going forward, he had fent 
his houfliold-ilufF to Flanders. With regard 
to th&^ads, he found fault that no mention was 
made in the firft of the pope’s bulls, by the 
authority of which, only, it could be a lawful 
* marriage; and he did not like, thk'in the 
other a£l, the wdrihip of God, and the facr^* 
n ents, were to be as they were in the end of 
her father’s reign, for^then they were in a date 
of fehifm, that the pope’s interdi£l ilill lay on 
the nation, and till that were taken off, none 
could, without An, either adminider or receive 
them. He confeAl’d he knew none of either 
houie fit to propofe the matter of rejeding the 
fupremacy, and therefore he thought it bell 
for hcrfclf to go to the parliaincnt, having be- 
fore-hand acquainted fome few, both of the 
fpiritaality and temporality, with her dcAgn, 
and tell the houfe, flic was touched with the 
fehifln, and deAred a legate to come over from 
the apodolic fee, to treat about ; and diould 
thereupon propofe the reverAon of his attain- 
der. That whereas ibme might »apirel^end 
thraldom from the papacy, Ihe might give 
them affurance (he would fee all things fo well 
fecui^i that there ihould no danger come to 
tkewlon from it; aed he aflured them, that 
m his part, would take as much cafe of 
!<(■ that. 
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as any of all tie temporality 

« But the qaeen’i^ marriage with Philipt^ect- 
ing'with great oppofition» it was rcfolv^ that 
thc^lceate (hould be kept at a diftnnee. There- 
fore, Dy way of divtrAon, another 
was contrived for him, to mediate a peace be- 
tween the empire and France. In ol^diciice 
to the pope’s appointment he went to Parii on 
this errand, the bufinefs was nioft agreeable to 
his natotal difpofition, and he laboured it 
ferioufly for fome time, till finding no proff^ 
of fuccefs, he returned to his former refiJAcc 
in a monadery near BruiTels, where he ^ad 
Tefided before his caU*to France. The truth 
is, the real defign of this (ccond embafly was 
now compleated, in the celebratloti of queen 
Mary’s nuptials with Philip, which awas^ no 
fooncr fiqiihed, than her majeAy fent the 
lords Paget and HaAbgs to conduct her cou- 
lin into England. Accordingly, he fet out 
in September 15549 but being detained by 
contrary winds at Calais till November, he did 
not crofs the water till the twenty-firA of that 
month ; wffen, arriving at Dover, he went 
thence by land to Gravelend, where, being 
met by the biAiop of Ely, and the carl of 
Salifpury, who, prefenting him with the re** 
j!bal of the ad of hij attainder, that had paf- 
' ied the day before, he went-on board a yatcht, 
which carrying the crofs, the eniign of his 
legation, at her head, ran veyc 4 him to WUte- 
-hadli where he was received vfiih the utmoft 
F 2 veneration 
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^a'-ncration by their majgefties ; an4 after aflf 
poflibic honoufaiid refpsfl paid to him ther^« 
he wis conducted to the arfhbifliop’s palace • 
at Lajnbeth, the deiliaed place of his refi- 
. dcdce, which had been 'iumptaoufly fitted up 
queen for the purpofe. 

On the twenty- Seventh he went to the par- 
liamen:, and made a long and grave fpeech, 
inviting them to a reconciliation with the 
apofiolic fee, from whence, he fald, he was 
by the common pafior of Chrifiendom to 
^rc^uce them, who had Jong ftrayed from the 
ind'ofure of the church. On the twenty-ninth, 
thd/peaker reported to the commons the fub- 
flance of this fpeech ; and a meflage coming 
from the lords for a conference, in order to 
prepare a fupplication to be reconciled to the 
fee of Komc, it was confented to, and the pe- 
tition being agreed on, was reported and ap- 
proved by both houfes; fothatWngprefented 
by them on their knees to the king and queen, 
thefe made their intercefiion with thecardinal, 
who thereupon delivered himfelf, ' in a long 
fpeech, at the end of which he granted them 
abfolution. This done, all w'ent to the royal 
chapel, where Te Deum was fung on the oc- 
cafiou. Thus the pope’s authority being now 
reftored, the cardinal, two days aft/^rw,jrds, 
made his public entry ^to London, with ail 
the iblemnities of a legate, and prefently fee * 
about the bufinefs of reforming the church, 
of what they called heeely. How much ib- 
«ver he had formerly been fuipeAed to fitvour 

the 
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(he reforin^on; yetjhe frcmed now‘;t9^bc 
ii^ch altmd, know^g the tourt of 
kept a j^oas eyg upon him fn this refpe^t. 
He therefore exprefTed great deteftati 6 ii of 
thefti» nor did he cot^erfe much with aify that 
had bftm of that party. He came over into 
England, much changed from that 
of converfation he had forroeriy pmOifed. 
He was in referve to all, fpoke little, a^d put 
on an Italian temper, as well as behaviour, 
snaking* Priuli and Ormaneto, two Italia^ 
whom ne brought with him, his only coffT 
dents, I 

In the mean time, the queen difpatchedamiLr- 
ladorsto Rome, to maktf obedience, iu the n/iie 
of the whole kingdom to the pope ; who had 
already proclaimed a jubilee on that occafion. 
Batthefe medengers had fcarccfet footon Ita- 
lian ground, when they were informed of the 
death of Julius, and the eledion of Marcellus 
his fucce&r ; qnd this pontiff dying foon af- 
ter, the queen, upon the iirfl news of it, re- 
commended^ ner kinfman to the popedom, as 
every way the fitteft perfon fork; and dif 
patches were accordingly font to Rome for the 
purpofe, but they came too late ; Peter Ca- 
laffa, who took the name of Paul IV. being 
cleded ^efbre their arrival. This pope, who 
had fever liked our cardinal, was better pleaf- 
• ed with the bifhop of Winchefter, whofo tem- 
per exadlly tallied with his own. In this dif- 
podtion he &voured Gardiner’s views upon 
.thci fee of Canterbury ; nor was Pole’s no- 
F 3 minstioB 
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' mi‘rrtBn to that dignit)|f confirmed by his ho- 
iinefs, till after^ the deatb of his riV/al. 
queei^ however, confiding vin Poli^. for the^ 
managi^ment and regulaiion of ecchfiaiHcal 
affairs, granted him a iMcnce to hold a fyhod 
fecond of November 1554. in this 
convention, the legate propofed the next year 
a bool^'.'ie had prepaicd, contairfing fuch re- 
gularicns as he judged might w the bell; 
means of extirpating hcrefy ; thcfe were paf- 
fo*'™ twelve decrees, and they 
ar^omany proofs of his good temper, which 
dilKofed him not to fet the clergy upon pro* 
iecuting the heretics, but rather to reform 
themfelvcs, and fcelc 'to reclaim others by a 
good example. 

However, hcw'as prevailed upon toaflrin ma- 
ny jiiAuViCes afterwards, very unfuitably to the 
temper of thefedecrecs, asis confelTcd by Burnet, 
who moreover plainly fuggefts his belief of the 
report, that Cranmer’s execution was of Pole’s 
procuiing ; whom he fucceeded in the aich- 
bilhopricof Canterbury, the very next day af- 
TCT that prelate’s death. In November, the 
lair.c year, 15«;6, he was elefted cnancejior of 
tt«c uLivci'ijty of Oxford, and foon after of 
Cambridge ; and in the beginning of the year 
following, he vifiied both, by his c^mixtiiTa-* 
ncs,icformir.g them in the fcnle ofthofe time^, 
but not without committing fome uncommon- * 
ly inhuman profccutions. 

We have already obferved, how unaccepta- 
ble he was to Paul IV\ who now &t in the* 

papal 
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0 

^pal chatr,/and the «yar which England was 
iifrawn intojwlch Franm this year, by iTAp. 

r^uihed the ^u^hty^ontiil with a 
pretence fiyr gratffying his ill- will to tigz le- 
gatee He had paffioriately eijpoufed thc«quar* 
rel of the French moitarch, and being inliain- 
ed to (be England iiding again (I his 
he refoived to revenge it on Pole. In this 
point, having declared openly, that it^night 
now be feen how little the cardinal regarded 
the apoftolic fee, when he fudered the queen 
to afnd their enemies againft their frienjkr 
The firft made a decree in Mavt for the geftp- 
ral revocation of all legates and nunciosAn 
the king of Spain’s dominions^ cardinal Pile 
being mentioned among the reft ; by the ^ 
prefentatlon of Sir Edward Came, then the 
Englifh ambaftador at Rome. Yet, ^on the 
fatal blow given to the French at St. C^inltn, 
and the ill iuccefs of his own forces in Italy, 
his wrath burft out with frclh fury, he became 
utterly impla^Ule, accufed Pole as a fufpefted 
heretic, {\xiiy/ontd him to Rome to anfwer the 
charge ; and, depriving him of the legatine 
powers, con%r red them on Peyto, a Francifcaii 
fryar ; whom he had fent for to Rome, and 
made a cardinal for the purpofe, defigning 
him alio to the fee of Saliibary. This ap- 
pttntlheift was made in September, and the 
t new legate was a^ually on the road for Eng- 
land, when the bulls came to queen Mary; 
who, having^been informed of their contents 
l>y her ambai&dor, laid them up without o- 
F 4 pening 
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them, oracquaiijtinghcr ccpfinwlth th\s 
inatter, in whofe behal^fhe wrote ip the pofe, 
and affliming feme of hcr^fat? er’s fpirit, ihe 
wrote to Peyto, forbidding him to p..occed on 
his journey, andchargi^g him on nis peril not 
to fet foot on EngliO' ground. 

*' notvviihfur Hng all Vr rr. ution to conceal 
the nyj^ter fro* i ::hc cardinal, it was notpofiihic 
to keep it long r f - * . aiid he noiconer became 

acquainted with t.-o holy father 's pi eafu re, than 
jOot of ll*at implicit vcneriidon, wliich he 
^^ftantly r.ud nnaltciably preferved for the 
atSfloIic fee, ] 0 .oiuntarily laid down the en- 
ji^s of hj& legatine power, and forbore the 
c^rcife of it; difpatehing his trufty minifter 
Otmaneto to Rome, with letters, wherein he 
cleared hiinrclfir • ibbmiffive terms, as it is 
faid e\;pn m:-bried and melted ti e obdurate 
hcait of Puai. The truth is, the pontiff was 
broug .t into a betici Tcn;i')er by fbnie late 
ev#‘»-.ts, whicli tuiof'd bij from the 

f rench .„vv.-,rd f)i< Spr- lue ftorm 

agai:.i!; Pc!e bh-v ovfj entirt.y,N.J!}y a ^ace 
that was cnntl»i \ t'. ' .s yt \r, octween his ho- 
linefs and : i i one of the ficrtt articles 

cf which, it v«. .’.ipulnted, that our cardinal 
/liould be ? jJ to his kgatine powers. But 
he did not live to enjoy the reiloratipn a full 
twelvemonth, being feized with a cfouble 
quartan ague, which canied him off the flage 
of life, early in the morning of the eighteenth 
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J-Ks dea/h is faiJ tolfcve been haftened by A?t 
^oPlJs ir.illrefs and kinrwoaian, queen M:i- 
\y i whi^, as jf one Aai governed b'JtJi their 
natiirities, happened about iixccen hours before. 
His bttdy being put^utoa IcadcM ccirifs i^id 
forty days in g-cat llaie, at L. 
which, it was conveyed thence with as great 
funeral pomp to C.inic/hury, ai>J^h»ttTred. 
with fideinnity on the north lide of Thomas 
a*Becke\*s chapel, 'n thet caihcuia). Over 
his grave thtfe was creeled i *:oinl)« on 
were it'ifciibed only theie three word as <lf- 
hciciu to his fame, Depofitum Card iiJis 
Foil. • } 

A** ;o his chara'-tcr, in his prrfon he was/if 
a niiudst* Ufi;uii' acoinpad, u»ough'*flen* 

dtv nab’t; Ivs c'^mpSx'ion v fall, agreeably 
tintluicd with j'd* aod lus be nl y tlowiin 


hij y.jiih, lie h.‘'I a I ge orx n countenance, 
fiili' cr.cd wrh a ' hearlui an ? p.pafant eye, a 
True index of^>e temper, which v (’vcfi 
and placid, inhabitant within. "I 'hough 
his ccnfiitution wai* 'otllron^:, yet. in gCTieia*, 
he enjoyed good Ihitc of hraltn ; whic'i, 
however, was fjmetinies difordered, by a ca- 
tarrh that fell upon one of his arms, and 
brought an inflammation into both eyes. 

Ui'^d % fpare diet, eating only on pleifrr 
^ctiftes; though he alwa^is kept a table fuicab/e 
to his fiation and quaility, w'hich even rofe to, 
kingly magnificence, when there was accafi.3n« 
Yet he was a*good occ^notniil, and his ex*, 
fences were.conAantly proponioricd, in gene- 
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r il, to hi. revenues. In^hifdrefs, hdcalled for 
liitle help ; and often rofe out of bed tind dref- 
fcu withontany attendants. Infsgard to 

th( qualities of his mind and manners, hew^s a 
Jc air.ed, eloquent, modeft, humble, and good- 
"^tured man ; of exemplary piety and charity, 
as wcli-i.5 a generofity becoming his birth. 
Though, by nature, he was more inclined to 
lludy and contemplation than an afiive life; 
.^vet he was piudent and dextrous in bafinefs : 
folhat he would have been a fimihed chara6ler, 
ha6 not his fuperftitions devotion to the fee of 
Rone carried him, againft his nature, to 
commit fevcral cruelties in profecuting the 
P*rc\e!i?nts. 

During his Kill illnefs, he made his will ; 
whereii? he appointed his beft beloved friend, 
Al'oyfi Priuli, his folc executor and teftamcn- 
tary heir. But that Italian was of a more no- 
ble temper than to enrich himfelf by his 
friend's wealth, whom he fiirviv\id only twenty 
months ; which time was wholly\^cnt in col- 
lecting the cafdinal’s effeCls, that lay difperfed 
in divers countries ; and, having difeharged 
all the legacies, he gave away the remainder 
in fuch a manner as he knew to be moll agree- 
able to the cardinal’s mind ; refervinw to hiut- 
felf only the Breviary and Diary, patdculauy 
endeared to him by his 'friend’s frequent ufe of 
them 

Indeed, the cardinal was not r. man to raife 
a fortune; being, by the greatnefs of his 

birth. 
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Krth, andUis eicelfent virtues, carried far 
abfive fachf*'incan defigns. So lhat the arch- 
BiJhopric^as littft advantaged byhtin,.only 
in » grant which he obtained from ^uecn 
Mary, ef the patronage of nineteen parfonages 
for it. All that he did befides, was endounn^^ 
with fomehoufes, built by hiafelf, and ^oupd- 
lenton the eaft fide of Lambeth. HowSwr^it is 
(aid that he defigned, if he had lived, to have 
built a Ijbtely archbifliop’s palace at Canter- 
oave two lilver 


bury ; to which church he gave two lilver Cj^. 
dle-fticks gilt very hciivy ; a filVer incenfc-ibt; 
in the form. of a fliip, partly gilt ; a jjlvej : «■ 
tre, adorned with jewek; a filver paftoral-. aff 
and crofs, partly gilt; two pontincalrij^, 
fet with jewels ot great value ; and a vwyiarge 
(liver cittern for the holy-water. 



F.6 


Tat 



tot BRITISH 


'fn B LIFE or 

•* 

P-OBERT Dudley. 

R C^’eRT DUDLEY was the fifth 
Ton of John duke of Northumberland, 
l^Jane, the daughter and heirefs of* Sir Ed- 
Guilford, Under king Edward VI. he 
came to court, and was made one of bis ma- 
jeJw’s privy-chamber. Upon the king’s death, 
h^mgaged with his father, in defence of the 
Grey, and attended upon him in his 
expedition into Norfolk ; but upon his arreft at 
Cambridge fled to the queen’s camp, from 
whence he was brought up prifoner to London, 
and conhred in the Tower, on the twenty- 
fivth of July U53, and on the fifteenth of 
January following, wasarraign^of hi«h trea- 
fon at the Guiid>hal 1 of London ,'^nfefrcd the 
indidxnenr, and was adjudged by the ear) of 
SiifTex to be hanged, drawn, anu quartered. 
But the lords interceded for him with the 
queen, who gave way to their entreaty, ref- 
tored him and his brethren in blood,, Qxcept 
only the lord Guilford; received him into fa- 
vour, and made him mailer of the Englifh 
ordnance at the iiege of St. Quintin. As 
foon as queen Elizafa«th afeended the throne, 
file advanced bkn to 'the bigheft honours: 

She 
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She made him mlfter of the horfe in the firft 
of her reigi^ and chofe ftim» to the ad- 
miration of all men, into the order If the 
gaxcr. * ^ 

Encouraged by thefe favours, he gave iqtg^ 
the opinion, that, could he get'rid of Ins wife,* 
he need not defpair of foon renderil^^imfclf 
agreeable to her majcHy. The lady was dif- 
pntched into the country, to the houie of one- 
of his dependants, where, it is faid, he firflT. 
attempted to have taken her off by poifon ; 
but, failing in this defign, he caufed her to be 
thrown down from the top of a ilair-cafe, 
and murdered by the fall. She was at firft 
obfcurely buried, but that having giuaa^c- 
cafion to cenfure, he oidered her body to be 
taken up, and (he was interred again in the 
univerfity-church of Oxford, with all imayn- 
able pomp and folcinnity. 

His lordlhip, in the mean time, met with 
a more favounjl^le reception than ever from 
the queen ^fhe maragement of all affairs was 
principally encrulled to him, and though fhe 
did not opeijy countenance his pretenfions of 
marriage, yet fhe feemed not at all difpleafed 
with the overture. But envy and emulation 
are the fure attendants upon greatnefi, and 
I^dli?y, by being thus diftinguiflied above the 
, reft in her majefty’s favour, drew upon him- 
felf the diflnclination of the courtiers : and, it 
is poflible t}^at about this time, the hiftory 
of Reynard the Fox, enow in the hands of 
every child as a plaything, was written, as a 
fatirc againfi his lordihip. 


But 
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But among all Leiceilei's enemies fe- 
cretary Cecil \vas become fhe moll dange* 
rous ^ who, to prevent his growing abiolute, 
fuggellcd to her majelly the propriety of a 
match between his lordihip and the queen of 
boots, then about to form a foreign alliance, 
which it'.aC be prejudicial to England. The* 
crown of Scotland in pofTeflion, and the right 
of inheritance to the crown of England, was 
in alluring bait to Dudley^s ambition ; and 
the fecretary knew, that ihould he be over- 
earned in the purfuit of the match propofed, 
he would be infallibly lod in the good graces 
of queen ; and he Was under no apprehen- 
lion, the known temper of the queen of 
Scots, that a perfon of his lordlhip’s extraflion 
could ever render himfelf acceptable to her. 
Elizabeth, whatever was her motive, gave ear 
to the fecretary ’s propo&l, and fent immediate 
inftru6lions to Randolph, her ambailiAor in 
Scotland, to open the matter o Mary ; but 
that queen refolved to rejed the 0 .*%^ though 
ihe feared to come to an open rupture with 
Elizabeth. She difpatched Sir J*\mes Melvil 
to London, with inftruflions full of friendli- 
nefs and regard. But when Elizabeth enquir- 
ed if the queen of Scots bad fentanv anfwer to 
the propofttion of marriage (he had niaae hr*, 
the ambalTador gave an evafive anfwer. 
Her majefty .then entered upon the commenda* 
itii9n of lord Robert Dudley, declared Ihe 
Jfkaid marry him hcrfcif, if Ac had not been 

determined 
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detprmined to end^er days in virginity ; that 
this match would vremove all future ani^ofity 
and diiladsfaftion from between th^ two 
crowns : and farther,ft to convince the queen 
his miifhfs of the regard Ihe bore hiq^, ib^., 
purpofed to advance him to the higheft ho- 
nours before his departure for Scotlam\ On 
the twenty-iixth of September he was ac- 
cordingly created baron of Denbigh, and the 
day foHowing earl of Leicefier. The creation 
was performed with great folemnity, the 
queen herielf affifled at the ceremony. And 
not long after, upon the refignation of Sir 
J. Mafon, he was madef chancellor of the 
verfityof Oxford. 

In the mean time# his lord/hip feemed ra- 
ther to decline the match, than deiiropitt^hc 
oxcufed himfelf to the Scottilh ambaflador, from 
having ever entertained fo proud a pretence# 
declared his fufe of his own unworthinefs# 
and begged lior majedy would not be offended, 
nor impute*^ matter to him, which the malice 
of his enemies had de\dfed for his deftru^on: 
within a f<nv days after. Sir James Mel- 
vil obtained his difpatch, with a more ample 
declaration of the queen’s mind, upon the 
fubjeQ o(his embaffy. 

*Jn the mean time the earl of Leiceder 
• wrote letters to the earl of Murray# to ex- 
cufe him to the queen of Scots. And that he 
might the more recommend himfelf to her ma- 
jedy’s favour, he accuflSi Sir Nicholas Bacon to 
Elisabeth; that he had intermeddled in the 

affair 
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sffair of the facceffion^ and ? flided in the pub* 
lication of a ^ book again{|k the Queen of^ 
Scots’^title. The Queen was highly otfcnded, 
the author, Hales, was taken up and imprii'on* 
ed, and Sir Nicholas Bacon would have infaU 
"^oly IBll his office, if Lciceiter could have. 
ferfuad^drSir Anthony Brown to have accepted , 
It. 


In November following, the earl of Bed- 
ford and Mr. Randolph, the earl of . Murray 
and fecretary. Lidington, commiffioners on 
both Tides, , met near Berwick, to treat of the 
marriage, but with flenderer offers, and lefs 
eifefiual dealing, than, was expcdcd. The 
ear>^4:<ciceftcr*s behaviour, and the prudence, 
and diicretion, which appeared in the letters 
he had, written to the earl of Murray, had. 
made ah imprclfion upon the queen of Scots, 
and (he Teemed fo far to approve of the match, 
that queen Kjizabeth began to be afraid it 
might lake effeth Under thcfdvipprehcn lions, 
apd at the follicitation of fecretar^^ Cecil, (he 
imve leave to my lord Darnley to take a jour- 
into Scotland, in hope, that .his prefence, 
might be more prevalent than Leiceftcr’s ab- 
fenec. And the carl of Leicellcr, perceiving 
the queen’s inclination, wrote private letters 
to the earlof Bedtord, to delift from preneefutinj 
it farther. 7'he queen cf Scots was fcon after 
folcflinl/ mariied to lord Darnley, in the. 
royal cnapcl of Holy rood -houfe, and the next 
day he was publickly p/oclaimed ki^, and 

afiociated^ 
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aflociated with hV mDjeily in the goveia^ 
mffit. I 

« Hereupon application was again made to 
queen Elizabeth to think ferioufly ^of a 
hufhand, by this mea^^s to weaken the party 
of the** queen of Scots in F.nglan<j^ and 
to ftrengihcn the intercil of the oroieftant re- 
ligion. The emperor Maximilian ^H)poiied 
his brother, with very honourable conditions. 
The earl of Suifclk favoured the match ; but 
lord Leicefter, prefuming upon his power with 
the queen, took pains to prevent it. This 
oppofition was ill digefted by the carl of Suf- 
ftx, who was of an high fpiric, and nobly de- 
feended. I’hc honefty bf his nature led h’in 
to a profeiled enmity, which divided th^tvh^le 
court; and whenever the two earls went a* 
broad, they were attended with a retinue of 
armed followers; infomuch, that the queen 
was obliged to interpofe her authority to make 
up the breach : but SuiTex continued his aver- 
fion till his deain ; and, in his lall ficknefs, is 
faid to have, iiddreiled his friends to this pur- 
pn(e : am now palling iuto another world, 

and mud letve you to your fortunes, and to 
the queen's grace and goodnefs ; but bew.trc 
of the gypfie (meaning Lcicclfer) for he will 
be too hsyJ for you all ; you know not the 
btftll (o well as I 

• We have aheady oblerved, that the earl of 
Leicefter was made chancellor of the univer- 
Aty of Oxford, towards the end of the laft 

• yw. 
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year. At h!s entrance uebn this office, he 
found the univeriitv in ^ moft deplorable 
condition: their difcipline had lon|[ been 
• neglected, and their learning moll miferably 
impoverilhed. The whole univerfity could 
^furnifh only three preachers j and inuhe ab- 
■'icnce of two of them, the audiencewasfre- 
quentlfijiutoff with very lame performances. 
To give the reader an inflance : I'he congre* 
£l!icn being one Sunday ueKitutc of a preacher, 
Taverner of V7oodeaion, the Iheriff of the 
county, enters St, Marv’s, with his fword by 
his fide, and his gohl chain about his neck, 
mounts the pulpit, ^.nd harangues the fcholars 
in the following llrain; “ Arriving at the 
m^itof St. Mary’s in the ftony ftage, where 
1 now ftand, I have brought you fome fine 
bifcuit.s*, baked in the cveu of charity, careful* 
ly conferved for the ch:cl:ens of the church, 
rhe fparrows of the fpirit, and the fvveet 
fwallows of iaivation.*’ This 7'averner, it 
iecnis, had been brought up ^ the cardinars 
college, was an incepi )r in arts,\ nd in dea- 
coii’s orders, and n perfon at il^at time in 
efleem for his learning in the univerfity ; (b 
that from this fpccimen it may appear to how 
]ow a charadlrr tht ir fiudies were reduced. 

The earl of Leicelltr laboured bj. all poifi* 
hie means to intioducc an improvement «.'n 
literature, and give a new turn to the face of 
affiairs in the univerfity. By his letters he re* 
commended to them the pradlice of religion 
and learning, and p^rcilv'd them to a more 

ciofe 
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ciofe obfervance of | their duty. I'hit applica* 
tio% was not without its efFedt ; j>rovihon was 
inmediately madt^ for reforming abufej in 
graces and difpenfattons, ledures and {public 
c.xerctles were enforced by flatuie, and the ha- 
bits brought under regulation ; thecai;lcon« 
tinuing' to patronize and regulate the univer* 
fity upon every occafion* 

fii the beginning of the year 1566, moniieur 
Ramboullet was difpatched into England to 
queen Elizabeth, by Charles iX. king of 
France, with the order of St. Michael, to be 
conferred on two Englifh noblemen, as fhould 
be mod agreeable to her majefly . The queen 
made choice of the duke of Norfolk and the 
earl of I^eicefter, the one diilinguidied^by his 
high biith, and the other by her majelly's fa- 
vour, And on the twenty-fourth of Jlfniuyry 
rhey were inveilcd in the royal chapel at 
Whitehall, with veiy great folcmnity ; no 
Erigliihmaii havj^ig ever been admitted before 
into this ordr:, except king Henry VIII. 
king Edward VI. and Charles Brandon duke 
of SufTdk. 

I’his lumnitr the queen took a progrefs in^ 
to the country, and upon her return made a 
vifK to Oxford. She was attended by the 
earl of JL.ek:cder, who informed the univerfity 
^of Iter defign, deflred ti\py would confult their 
Own credit upon this occafion, and make an 
honourable proviilon for her majedy's recep- 
tion. On the twenty-ninth of Auguft his 
lordihip, with fome ouers of the nobility, 

, were 
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we^ difpatched before by ier majeilyy to 
aotice, that would be* there within 
days The vice-chancellot and the heads of 
boul^s came out to meet them on horfehackv 
and entertained them with Latin orations ad- 
^drefle^l to their chancellor and fecretary Cecil. 
And in the afternoon the lords returned to 
WoocKitcIc, where the court lay, and et- 
preiTcd their fatisfadion in the entertain- 
ment. 

On the thirty-firft of Atiguft in the fore- 
noon, the earls of Leiceiler a;i<J Huntingdon 
were prefent at Dr. Humphreyses lectures in 
the fchools, who read as queen’s profelfor in 
divinity, and then they attended at the public 
difj[7titations. Towards evening, as her ira- 
jefty approached, (he was met at Wolvercote, 
w^er^ ihe jurifdidtion of the uiiiveritcy ends, 
by the chajiccllor the earl of Leiceiler, by 
four doctors, and the vice-chancellor, in their 
icarlet robes and hoods ; and eight makers 
of arts, who were heads of colleges or halls. 
The chancellor then delivered the llafFs of 
the three fuperior beadles into her majefty’s. 
hands, and having received theft again from 
her, and likewiie reAored them to their refpec- 
five ofEcers, the canon of ChriiLchurch made 
an elegant fpeech to her majelly upgin {be oc- 
caiion. She then hel^ out her hand to * 
orator and the doctors, and as Dr. Hunphreysp 
drew near to kifs it, “ Mr. dotlor,*’ fays the 
queen, fmiling, “ that loofe gown becomes 
you mighty well, f wonder your notions- 

ihould 
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&ouId be fo narrow. This Humphreys, it 
icegis, was at the neud of the jpuritan party^ 
a^d had oppofed the ecclefiallical habits jvith 
grea^ warmth of zeal. • 

As Ihe entered the town, the (Ireets were 


lined with fcholars from Bocardo to Q^ter- 
vois, who, as her majcBy pafTcd fell 

down upon their knees, anct with one voic6 
Ciied out, Long live the queen !*’ At Qua- 
tervois the Greek profeiTor addiefled hern^- 


jeftv in a Greek oration, and the queen anfwer- 
ed nim in the fame language, and commended 
his performance. From hence (he was con- 
veyed with the like pomp to ChriH' church, 
where (lie was received hy the public orator; 
who, in the name of the univcrfity, congratu* 
luted her inajefly’s arrival among them. 

For feven da}'s together the queen was 4!iagr 
nifieently entertained by the univerfity, and 
expreiTed an extreme delight in the tenures, 
diiputations, publi^ exercilcs, and ihews ; which 
fhe condantiy heard and faw. On the iixth 
day Ihe declared her fatisfaCHon in a Latin 
fpeech, and aflured them of her favour and 
protection. T^he day after ihe took her leave, 
and was conducted by the heads as far as 


Shotiver-hill, when the earl of Leicedcr gave 
her not(fe,ii. that they had aexompanied her 
^to tfiie limits of their jurijcliCtion. Mr. Roger 
Marbeck then made an oration to her majedy. 


and having laid open the difficulties under 
which learning had foi^erly laboured, he 
applied liimfclf to the encouragements it had 

lately 
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lately receivcdt and thd prpfpefi of its arifing 
to the heightjof fplendor dnder her majefty's 
jnoll gracious adminiftradon* The queen 
heard him with plcafure, returned a very 
favourable anfwer ; and calling her eyes bac^ 
upoi\Oxford, with alipciTible marks of tender* 
nefs and^ahediony (he bade him farewell. Here 
it ms(/ not be amifs to obferve, that the 
queen's countenance, and the earl of Lelccf- 
ter's care, had fuch an cfFe£l upon the dili- 
gence of this learned body, that, within a few 
years after, it produced more lliining inll^nces 
of real worth, than had ever before been fent 
abroad, at the fame time, in any age whatfo* 
ever. 

Upon the queen’s return to London, the 
parliament met on the firft of November, fell 
into ^I’arm debates, and Teemed refolved to in- 
nft upon her majefty’s immediate marriage, or 
the declaration of a fuccelTor,- 'The earl of 
Leicefter had earneftly foIliUted in behalf of 
the queen of Scots ; but, not meeting with 
the fucccia he defircJ, he faid that an hufband 
ought to be impofeJ on the queen, or a fuc- 
cefibr appointed by parliamenc*Ugainft her in- 
clination. Wherein he was openly joined 
by the carl of Pembroke, and more privately 
by the duke of Norfolk. But thf qi^ieen Wcis 
highly incenfed at jthis behaviour, and^fof 
fonie time, they were all excluded the prt- 
jfence- chamber, and prohibited accefs to her 
perfon : however it was not long before they 
i'ubmitted, and obtained her majefty’s pardon. 

V -During 



^OBER|'lDUt>Lf.y. 119 

Daring this ^(grace» lord Leicefter is 
charged with having entered i^o a traitcroos 
(nrrefpondencc wfth the IriHi, who had julft 
hefare broken out into an open retielliom fiis 
letters nic faid to havifbecn found upon a per* * 
Ton of di(lin£tion» who was killed in kittle ; 
but, before the difeovery could be apadc, he 
was reconciled to the queen, and placed above 
the reach of any private accufation. 

The next year, count Stolberg was dif- 
patched into England, by tiu; emperor, to 
treat again of a marriage with the archduke 
Charles, l*hc earl of Suflex had not long be^ 
fore been fent to his imperial majeily upon 
this fubje^, and ufed his utmoA efforts that 
her majefty mi^ht be married to a foreign 
prince: but Leiceilcr took care to Amplant 
him in his defigns, and privatdy enga^d Mae 
lord North, who attended him in his journey, 
to beafpy upon his aflions, and to break the 
meafures he llioi’ld enter into, by contrary in- 
finuaiions. Jii the mean time, he difeouraged 
her majcAy from the attempt, by laying bemre 
her the inconveniences that would neceffarily 
arife from a foreign match ; and the archduke 
not long after married the daughter of the 
duke of Bavaria. 

^ ^bc« this time, the queen of Scots came 
into England ; and L.iccller appears to have 
been weil-afFc£led to her interell. He Hands 
charged with having entered into a confpiracy 
againft fecretafiy Ccwil.^becaufe he fuffedtea 
him to favour the fucceffion of the houfe of 
\ Suffolk, 
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Soffblk» to Mary^s difadvantage : and, wlitn 
the earl of Murray fuggellea the marriage v^ih 
thed^dceof r>ioi-ioIk, the ciiil of Lcicciter en^r 
biaced the propofal with eagernefs. . He took 
upon him to propound the matter to the duke; 
cxtenrated the crimes fl)e was accufed't)r ; and 
wrote i^rters to Mary in commendation of 
Norfolk ; in which he earnellly perfuaded her 
to approve of the marriage : and, fanher, he 
drew up certain articles, which he fent to her 
by the bittiop of RolTc, proinifing, upon her 
acceptance of the propoied conditions, to pro- 
cure for her the crown of Scotland in prefent 
pon'ciTion, and the crown of England in icver- 
fion, 

Whilft affairs were in this fituation, and the 
earl of Lciceder was waiting for a convenient 
oppofAinity of opening the dcfign to his mif- 
treffi, the earl of Murray fent fecret advice to 
her majefty of the whole tranfaftion, ai.d 
charged the duke of Norfolk with having en- 
gaged in private pradlices to get the piefcnt 
poflefTion of the two crowns by means of this 
marriage, I’his report, though very foreign 
to the duke’s inclinations, was^upported by 
circumftantial evidence, and raifed the queen’s 
jealoufy, to a high degree, againft the duke 
and the lords that were concerned with him : 
which, when Norfolk underflood, he wcCld' 
have perfuaded the earl to impart the fcheinc 
to her majeily without delay ; but his lord- 
ftjp put it off from time to time, till, 
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falling fic]|:sEtT$tcUield, or, at leaf!:, 
ftdfending fickneifs^ b^ing tber^vifited ^ the 
qWn, he declared the whole matter t<^hei, 
forgivenefs with fighs and tears: and, < 
not longaafcer, the duke and the lords being 
taken into cuik>dy, the earl of Lciccdcr was 
examined before tlic queetu anxl Council ; 
•where he gave fuch an account of his proceed '• 
ings, and bchated in fuch a manner, that he 
eafily obtained her m^jelly^s pardon. 

The year after this there bioke out an open 
quarrel beweeu the earl of Leicefter and the 
aichbifliop of Canterbury. A ptebendary of 
value in the church of ^ork was lately fallen 
void, and the advowibn of it had been pro- 
cured by one Mr. Hammond, a gentleman of 
a conhdcrable eflate in the county, for hts fbn, 
who was yet a child. This coming to tne 
ears of the blfliop of London, who was novV 
eledl of York, he gave notice of it to the^ 
archbiiliop, and preiled him not to grant his 
difpenfation to any boy whatfoever. In the 
mean time, the carl of Leicefter had made 
application co4iis grace to beflow this ^reben^ 
clary upon one Brookes, a creature of his own. 
The archbiihop fhewed fomc unwillingnefs to 
yield, v^tlg)utthe confent of the bilhop qf 
But Brookes ^ipfwcred, that the carl 
of Leicefler defired only his grace’s' counte- 
nance and rccomn:cndation to the queen, and 
that he was already favouied by the biihop of. 
London. Upon which ure arcl bifliop fi^dl 
his hand. But now, when it was expefted 

Yol.III. KJ that 
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that Leicefter ihould have performed his pro« 
inife» and di^atched this^^bufinefs with die 
queei!^* his mind was changed ; and Mr. 

, Hammond had found means, as it is fuppcfed^ 
by a prefent, to gain him over. Ha wrote 
letters^to the archbifliop, earneftly entreating 
him to j^rant a d^fpeniation to Mr, Hammond’s 
boy, if he ihould think it meet : but the 
archbiihop refufed to comply. Leicefter was 
provoked at the refufal, and gave his grace a 
deal of trouble. He procured an order of 
council, to enquire, whether he had never 
granted difpenfations to children before : but 
the archbiihop wrote letters to the iecretary in 
his own vindication ; complained of the unrea- 
fonable demands of certain noblemen; and 
pointed at the earl of Leicefter, whom he 
wiihed to have God always before his eyes. 

However,” fays he, fome noblemen will 
be men.” 

The earl of Leicefter indeed ftands charged 
with having had a gainful ihare in the diipofal 
of all offices of profit. Of his rewards for 
promoting to bimoprics, take«ehe following 
ftory from Sir John Harington. ** Of the 
biihops,” fays he, ** that lived in the firft 
twenty years of the queen’s reign, )yhen I was 
at fchool, or at the univeriity, 1 could hsar * 
little ; yet, at my iiril coming to the courts 
I heard this pretty tale ; That a biffiop of 
‘Winchcfter one day, in pleafant talk, com- 
paring his revenue mth the archbiihop’s pf 
Canterbury, ihould fay, * Your grace’s will 

ftew 



R9BERT|I>UDL^Y. ili 
ihew better in tiu rack, but mine will be 
feifhd more in tlie*manger.’ Upon which, a 
cbuttier of good place faid, * It might bmfu in 
diebtts illis ; but,’ faidi he, * the rack ftands 
fo highjn fight, that It is fit to- keep it full ; 
but that may be, fince that time» fom^have, 
with a provideatur, fwept feme provender out 
of the manger.* And, becaufe this metaphor 
comes from the liable, I fulpe^ it was meant 
by the mailer of the horfe.** 

The next year, Sir Nicholas Throgmorton, 
a aealous antagoniil to fecretary Cecil, in fa- 
vour of our carl, departed this life. Being at 
Leiceller*s houle, as he was at fupper, he was 
feized, in a moll violent manner, by an im- 
pollhumation in his lungs, and died in a few 
days, but not without mfpicion of poif^« It 
is faid, that, being lately reconciled to fhe 
fecretary, the earl was apprehenfive he might 
make a difeovery of his lecret praflices, and 
for this reafon took care to difpatch him. And, 
farther, he bore him a fecret grudge for a for* 
mer melTage fent over to queen Elizabeth, 
whim her embafiador in France, that he had 
heard it reported-at xhe duke of Montmprency’s 
table, that her majelly was about to matry her 
horfekeep^r. 

» dThe^ay before his death, he is faid to have 
declared thecaule ofhif diftemper to be a poi- 
foned fallad ; and to have broke out into bit- 
ter inveClives^ .'igainlt the eatl of Leioeller*s 
entity. The earl, however, made a mighty 
&ew of lamentadon over him ; and, in a let- 

9 * *» 
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ter to Sir Francis Walib^am. then enbafla'- 
vdor in France, he thus exprelTes himfelf up^ji, 
the oc9ifion, ^ We have on Monday, 
our gopd friend Sir Nicholas ThrogmortQD» 
»vho died in iiiy houfe, being there taken fud- 
denly ip great extremity on l^uefUay oefore. 
His lungs were periihed, but a fudden cold he 
had taken was the caufe of his fpeedy death. 
God hath his foul, and we, his friends^ gttat 
]ofs of his body.” 

About this time, a match was propofed be- 
tween queen Elizabeth and the duke, of An.* 
jou ; and the earl of Leiccflcr appears to have 
laid afidc his pretenfions to the queen upon 
this occaiion, and to have Ibllicited the inar- 
xiage witli zeal. But the duke infilling upon 
a toleration in the cxercife of his own religi- 
on, (^he 'queen abfolutely refufed to comply. 

The defigns of Ridolpho, the Italian mer- 
chant, and the confpiracy of the duke of Nor- 
folk, being now difeovered, to prevent any 
farther attempt in favour of the queen of Scots, 
a law was made, prohibiting, under a fevere 
penalty, the declaring any peribn whatfoever 
to be heir or fuccefibr of the queen, except it 
were the natural iiTue of her b^y. This ex- 
preiEon, as it was unaccuilomed in llatutes of 
this nature, and the term Natural wCj usually 
applied by the lawyers tc fucb children as were 
born out of wedlock, gave great occafion to 
cenfure ; and loud clamours were raifed again ft. 
Leicefter, as though, inferring* this dauft 
in the fta^utc, he. had defigned. to involve the* 

realm 
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realm in new dilpules 'about tne faceeflion : 
fiar h *was urgedy^that M pofll^le reafon coaid 
4)c Imaginedt wHy the ufaal form ofJF^awful 
Ifiiie fhoiild be changed into Niiturait Iffue, 
uniefs ^ith a view to rede£t upon the honoui* 
of her majefty, and to obtrude herea&er upon 
the Engiiih feme baftard fon of his own as^ the 
Natural Iffue of the queen. 

This year, at the folemnization of the mar- 
riage between Henry» king of Navarre, and 
the lady Margaret, the French king’s fifterr 
the bloody mailacre of the Protefiants was 
wrought at Paris on the eve of St. Bartholo- 
mew. If Mr. Camdqp is not miHaken, the 
earl of LeieeBer and the lord Burleigh were 
invited to the nuptials under a pretext of ho- 
nour, but w^re defigned to have been cut off 
in cafe they had accepted of the in^taiion. 
This tragedy was lamented by my lord of Lei- 
cefter,. in another letter he wrote to Sir.j^ncia 
Walfineham, with an uncommon flrain bf 
ety and concern. 

In July, 157s, the queen made the earl of 
Leicefter a.^itit at his caftle of Kenilworth, 
which had been.^anted to his lordihipand his 
heirs, by the qum’s letters patents,, ever finos 
the fifth year of her reign; and bis. expence 
, i(^el1lt9^gfhg and adorning it amounted to no 
^ lefs than fixty thoufond pounds. He ent'er- 
tained' the queen and her court with all ima^ 
ginable magnificence. 

At her firft entrancei a floating iflimd wfts 
'difeerned upon the pool, glittering with 
G 3 torches; 
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torches ; on Vhich fat vhe lady of the lake, 
attended by two nylDi|di 5 « iwho addreiled J|^er 
majefty in verVe with an hMorical account 9/ 
the aivtiquity and owners of the caftle ; an^ the 
t fpcech was clofed with /.he found of cornets, 
and otjier inftruments of loud mulic. ' Within 
the bafe^court was eredled a flately bridge, 
twenty foot wide, and feventy foot long, over 
Xk'hich the queen w^ns to pafs; and on each fide 
Aood columns, with preients upon them to her 
majedy from the gods. Silvanus offered a cage 
of wiid-fbwl, and Pomona divers forts of 
fruits; Ceies gave corn, and Bacchus wine; 
Neptune piefcnted fea-fifli. Mars the habili- 
ments rf war, and Piiabus all kinds of mufi- 
cai iniliumcnts. 

During her (lay, variety of fports and 
(h<3W8^'cre daily exhibited. In the chafe was 
a fhvage man with fatires ; there were bear- 
baitings, Sre- works, Italian tumblers, and a 
, Country bridealc, tunning at the qui tin, and 
morrice dancing. And, that no fort of diver- 
(ion might be omitted, -the Coventry men 
came, and adted the ancient play, fo long fince 
ufed in their city, called Pi|ock/*Tucfday, re- 
prefenting the deftrudlion <Sii the Danes in the 
reign of king Ethelred; -which proved fo 
afreeable to ner majeily, that (h*; ordered ^ 
them a brace of bucks and five marks in rho-* 
rey. to defray the charge;* of the feaft. There 
were, befides, on the pool, a triton riding on 
a mermaid eighteen f(y)t long, a!iid Arion up- 
on a dolphin. 
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An eftiAiate may b| formed oi the expence 
from the qoantitv ot ordinary beer that was 
dAnk upon this o^afion» which amounted to 
ftrec hundred ana twenty hogibeads. • 

Towards the clofe of this year, Walter 
D’EverauXt carl of Sffex, was, by lord Lei* * 
celler*s management, commanded to rgfign his 
authority in Ireland ; and returned 4nco Eng- 
land, after having fullained a confidiTable lofs 
in his private fortunes. But cxprcfllng his rc> 
fencment with too much eagernefs agaitiA Leb 
cefter, to whofe under-hand dealings he im- 
puted the whole caufc of his niisforciin<JS, he 
was again fent bick into Ireland by his pro* 
cuieniem, with the unprofitable title of cail- 
marlhal of the country. And here he conti- 
nued not long before he died of a bloody-tlux 
in the midft of incredible torments. . 

"I'he death of this nobleman carrie^wwh it 
a fafpicion of poifon, and was charged upon 
the carl of Leiceftcr. Two of his own fer- 
vants, are reported to have been confederates 
in the murder : and it is faid, that a pious lady, 
whom the earl much valued, was accidentally 
poifoned at#h<; fitme time. It is farther al> 
ledged, that hil^rdihip’s page, who was ac« 
cu^med to tafle of his drink before he gave 
it hiip^ gery hardly elcaped with life, and not 
without the lofs of his hair, though he drank 
but a fmall quantity* and that the ear), in 
compaflion to the boy, called for a cup of 
drink alittlf before bis death, and drank to 
6 4 him 



\2n BRITISH j;|>UTAReH. 

him in a friondlv faying^ ** I drink 

to thee, my Robin; but kn’t afraid^ ’tis a. 
better cup of^rink .thaa t^at thou tookeA'to 
tafte v:hen wC both were poifoned.” . ^ 

TIks report was^ however, contradicted by 
‘ Sir Henry Sidney, the ISrd-deputy of< Ireland ; 
yet th«.mlpicion was encreafed by lord Lcicef- 
ter’s foon^after marrying the widow to the earl 
of EfTex, and putting away his former wife^ 
widow to the lord Sheffield, and daughter to 
M/illiam lord Howard of Effingham : for that 
ilie was his wife, feems evident from the depo- 
£tions made in the Star-chamber in the begin- 
ing of king James’s reign, in favour of the le- 
gitimacy of Sir Loben Dudley, the earl of 
JLeicefter’s fon by the faid lady. 

But all engagements gave way to his paffion 
for ladv Edex ; of whom he became fo cna- 
mojr^'v/, that he offered his countefs no Icfs 
than feven hundred pounds a year in the 
queen V garden at Greenwich to difown her 
marriage : and there is caufe to believe, that, 
finding her obflinatcly refolved not to comply 
with his demand, he attempted to take her 
by poifbn. “ For ’tis certaip^”'Ays Sir Wil- 
liam Dugdale, that (he h|d’fomeill potions 
given lier ^ fb that, with the*' lofs of her hair 
and nails, fhe had hardly efcaped de;|th^’f Af- 
ter which, to fecure her life from any futii,e " 
praftices, (he contracted marriage with Sir Ed- 
ward Stafford, a perfon of character and repu- 
putation, and her m^eity’s embafiador into 
France. 

The 
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The duke of^njou was now eagerly prefix' 
illig For the matdh which >hatf been oropofed 
Hietween him and queen Elis&aheth e^r Hinde 
he was duke of iyencon : and, lengtSy 
came t>ver Monfieur *Sittiier, atten^ a 

large train of French nobility. ^Hc waited 
upon the queen at Richmond, and was enter- 
tained by her majcfty with fuch marks of re- 
gard, that the earl of Leicefter b?gan to be 
afraid the marriage might takecfle^. He had 
fome time before engaged Aftley, one of the 
queen’s bed-chamber, to fearch out har difpoil- 
tion towards him, and had met with an unfa- 
vourable anfwer. Fof, when he was covertly 
recommended to her majefly for an hulband,. 
Ihe reply’d in a paiGon, ** Do youithink that, 
in chafing a huftond, T fhould be fo rC||ai;(illd5 
of my charafter, or unmindful of my royal 
dignity, as to prefer my fervant, whom mylcif 
have raifed, to the greatefl princes orChriften- 
dom?” Perchance he perceived, that,^jDioii{d 
he interpofe in the affair of the French match, 
his oppoGtion would be cohitfued to procedd 
fh)m intereflfed^Rifitives, and might bea means 
to promote, ratM^ than prevent it. He there- 
fore chofe to counterfeit fickOeis, ^nd, tinder 

g retCDseoDf taking phjrGck, he Tor feme time 
Icame a voluntary prafoner. 

But, as he was nearly concerned to break 
this alliance, he was all the while very 'bt^ 
daring his retirement, fin contriving ibffld*iCT* 
•fieSual means to put a (lop to it. He caft his* 
G 5 eyes- 
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eyes upon hist^ephe^. sSt Philip Sidney, the 
^ moil accompliflied youhg | gentleman that 
England ever Isred, and engisged him to drIW 
«p an ^rtddiefs to her majefty^ wherein he laid 
^before her a juft repreienjation of the ill con- 
fequences attending on' the marriage^ and 
prefled^'her to decline it ; and the queen was 
pleaftd with his remonftrance. 

But Mr. Camden gives a difierent account 
of lord Leicefter’s confinement. He fays, 
that Simier, apprehending the queen’s affec- 
tion for his lordftiip to be die greateft bar to 
his mafter's pretenuons» endeavoured to throw 
him out of favour, by revealing to her ma- 
jefty his marriage widrlady EITcx. The queen 
broke out into intemperate language, and in a 
paflion commanded him not to ftir from the 
caiile f f Greenwich, defigning to have com* 
jni!fed him to the Tower of London, if the 
earl of Efifex had not difiTuaded her from it. 
It is faid, the carl of Leicefter refented this 
uiage, and, in return, fuborned a ruffian to 
cut off Simier : and it is certain, that, about 
this dme, the queen ordered, by a public 
proefamation, that v no affront «^ould be of- 
fered to that emji^'dor, drliny of his attend- 
. andants, ^nd^iCo^^feyere penalty. However, 
as he was;one day. waiting upon herfTqajelly in 
her barge, a gun was dii^arged from a nei^** 
J^iring boat, and one of the queen’s barge* 
Iji^^wounded through both his arms. It was 
• -ftrsit iTaggefled, this qras feme pkic to diipatch 

Simtec: 
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Simier : %Qt tbe proviiig wholly acci- 

doatal» the mai^ who had immediately been 
apprehended, was &c at liberty. 

^^Some time after, the duke of Anjcffi came 
over in perfon into^ngland. As he Vas one 
day entertaining her majefty with amorous dil^ 
courfe, flie drew a ring from off hfl* finger,^ 
and placed it upon his, on certain*private con- 
ditions, which had been agreed between 
them. The company prefent miftook it 
contraft of marriage ; and the earl of Lei- 
cefter, and the reft of his faflion, who had 
fpared no pains to render the defign abortive, 
cried. The queen, the realm, and religion, 
were 4 indone, The ladies of honour, who 
were all in his intereft, broke out into bitter 
lamentauons, and fo terrified the queen, that, 
early the next morning, (he fent (ori^e duke 
of Anjou, and, after (bme private ^RVerfa- 
tion with him, difmifted him her cooit, after 
having ftayed in England three months. To 
do him honour, the queen attended him as far 
as Canterbury, and ordered the earl of Lei- 
cefier, and feme others of her nobility to wait 
upon him t# Antwerp. 

It was this year that the ellates in the Ne- 
therlands, being greatly dillrefled, made ;tp- 
pliaptiom to queen Elizabeth, and defired her 
majefty to accept ol^ the government of the 
United provinces, and tute thein into her 
proteAion. The queen heard their deputies 
with favour; howevq^, (he refufed the fenre- 
teignty, and only entered into a treaty, by 
G 6 which 
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which (he obHged herfSf'to fbroifli (htln wilii 
a largeibpply of men and n^pney, Which hjiw 
ilic fent to theih under the anndaft Pf bPr 
neral Ae aarl of Leicefter. 

^ On 'the eighth of Dwretnber he went Pn 
boiad, attended by feveral perfons of^difline* 
tion. fleet confided of fifty fail of (hips 
and traniports ; and, on the tenths he ar- 
rived at Flufliing^ where, with his whole 
'train, he was magnificently entertained by 
Sii Philip Sidney, governor of the town ftr 
her majcfly, and other noblemen : and, in 
his progrefs from thence to Delphi his lordlhip 
was treated with fuch magnificence as is fcarce 
to be paralled : particularly, on the twenty- 
third of December; his lordihip taking boat 
from Dort to Roterdam, was drawn along a 
iiarro^C'^ aiid'pleafant river, by men or hones, 
in a very fwift and eafy manner. Towards 
night he drew near the town, and was Met 
vpon the water by three pleaflire^boats, whh 
twelve failors in each of them richly dreflfed, 
and great dore of rockets and fireworks. 
They had all of them creflTets at the -dem, 
which were heightened as the came on, 
and, by the reflexion *of the water, made a 
delightful (hew. On the banks Rood ranks of 
feldki b, with a torch ortrefTet placed h:twegn, 
every ibur cf them. And thus he was 
brought by water to his lodging, the drtiia.s 
and trumpets playing, and the dddiers di&^ 
charging large vollies ^ of mnfkft-fliot ns lie 
pal&d iw. ^e dates attended upon him^at 

fupper. 
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fiipper. ^And beret tiw iiAiiiblunu iwtre 1i 
f^eijoycd at th^ atvival ef the Eiigli& fiie^ 
^m>85 that th^catertained Hie whole tiamy 
^their own private expeace f wktlft Aei^^ 
tieen drove to go bQ^ond hU neighbotir in aQ 
the offices of meadlinefs and which 

eoold be (hewed to his welcokn^^ilelt. It ia- 
'fatd that the femed datiie of Erafmas was 


-erefled in the market-place OTOn this occefioo;, 
Where he is reprefented Handing in apalpitV^is 
though he were preaching, and holding his 
Paraphrafe upon the Four Gofpels in his hand, 
with this infcription Underneath, Euasmu^s 
Rotcrodamus. 

From hence the eaM of Leiceder made hade 
towards Delph, attended bp the dates and a 
magnificent train. He entered the town late, 
but was lighted along the river g yeflets 
and fireworks. He was received at the p^t 
by a file of muiketeers, who waited wpon 'him 
to his lodging, which was the houle where 
the prince of Orange was (lain, and congra- 
tulated his arrival by the cudomary difd&^e 
of their (everal pieces. Over the gate were 
written, ii^Latin, veries much to tM honour 
of his lordftiip and the Englifh nation. 

On the twenly-*'fifth of December, his lord- 
ip •was nobly leaded by the dates ; and the 
text day he returned the compliment. Be- 
tides the dates and count Maurice, the prince(s 
of Des, with feveral ladies and gentlewomen^ 
graced thH entertainmeRC. Whild they were 
at table> they were divctied with a coniorc of 

Dutch 



' J3< BRJTiaH pt.bTARtH. 

Dutch muficyiorations'ij^ Dutch ubid Ladn, 
and all poffible cxpreffions o£ benevolence and 
regard. On the twenty- fevanth, his Jordih'ip 
nemovdd from thence to DonhagCy and the^e 
Jhe determined to keep hit court. 

He made his entry in the evenings by the 
light of’t^citoes and fireworks, aceompanied 
by a noble train of Engliflimen, with an hun- 
dred and fifty of his guard, the ftates of Ro- 
nerdam and Delph, and was mat upon the 
water by the Rates of Donhage, and received 
Jn triumph. Several magnifi^cent (hews were 
exhibited, as he entered, and addrefTes paid 
to him. Fifhermen were firR placed in the 
harbour, reprefenting^ Peter, James, and 
John, and our Saviour walking by them on 
the water, and commanding them to caR in 
tliei^ess a fecond time, according to the Gof- 
pel of St. Matthew ; and, as they drew them 
out laden with fifhes, they made a fliew of 
prefentmenc to the earl of LeiceRer, who re- 
turned his thanks as he pafled by. The next 
repre&ntation was of the poetical gods. Mars 
and Bellonafate upon the river, and made a. 
congratulatory fpeech to his lord&ip upon Ids 
arrival. 

At his landing he was met by a troop of 
horfe, drefled in fantaRic habits, ran 
many courfes before him, and, as the RreelV * 

S ew narrow, marched oflF, As he entered 
e principal Rieet of the town, there were 
two galleries hung witb^ black bays ereded on 
each fide; on which Rood fifteen virgins. 

cloathed 
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doathed«n white with piDni'jwanches, 
lighted tapers in their hands, and paid their 
rapefts to him as^jhe went along. They flood' 
l^iout a fpear’a length from each other, and 
bnween every one of them was bujig up a 
glafs faonce with a lighted taper; and at tK^ 
ends of each gallery were placet^ okampion 
and a Moor; the one fupporting me arms of 
England, and the other the arms of Holland, 
Frequent gates were railed of ragged ftonesn. 
adorned with tapers, and the arms of the piin* 
cipal artificers of the town. The ftreets were 
hung with broad cloths, on which abundance 
of red crolTes were faftened, drawn on papef. 
As the way turned, •upon an high fcafibld 
railed over an arch, an imaginary battle was 
fought between theEnglilhand the Spaniards, 

^ and the Englifli prevaiung, an infcrij^ion wits 
written underneath to this effe^, ** Mqr, our 
fortune be, as ’cis here reprefented, and bring 
freedom to ourfelves and flime to England/* 
And other lines in Latin, alluding to Britahi, 
were expofed to public view. 

As he moved forward, a lofty icaffi}ld was 
• eredied, og which her majefly’s arms were 
placed at large : . upon it flood feven virgitis, 
reprelenting the feven provinces, each homing 
a fp^r^ and fupporting the arms of the pro* 
^vince me was m denote ; and in the midfl was 
an armed Minerva, encompalled with the arms 
of England, on which the refl feemed to 
rely : and* theft were all preftnted to her ma* 
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Jefty by an bid cbampibn named Neceflity;^ 
At foxne <liftpce, on a l^ke fcaffbld, fe.en 
perlbi^Sy expreffifij the fevm liberal fciencf 
were prefented to the earh as due to him liy 
«' merit. The flrects werfe all illuminated as lie 
paired alonjB^ and many agreeable inventions 
devifcd the occafion. Among the reft, 
over againft his lord'ihip’s gate, a barber had 
ib dtipoied above threefcore bafons of bright 
copper, with a wax candle in every one of 
them, as to make a moft glorious (hew ; and 
in the midft was' placed the rofe and crown, 
with a fuitable motto. 

Upon his entrance into the court-gate, Ar- 
thur of Britain, involved in a cloud, whom 
they compared to the earl, was difeerned upon 
a fcaiFold } and within were entertainments of 
all of muiical inftruments. 

Thus was he led in triumph through the 
city ; and, as he entered the great hall, he 
was welcomed to his lodging with the dif' 
charge of large yollies of (hot. Great rejoice- 
ings were nude in the town all the night long, 
with variety of fireworks, as roc^^ets., f^uihs,. 
wheels, and balls of fire, and an artificial 
dragon, which cad out flames for near an hour 

tog^er. ^ 

The next day, on the river adjoining to hfc?** 
lofdfliip’s lodging, a kihd of tilting was per* 
formed upon the water in the following mcn- 
iier« From each end of the river ^ame a boat 
Jiinniiig with fix oarsj^and an armed man 

(binding. 
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JkandtBg4n the fteim Vdth a in hia Jrel* 
having a bat-end or cork : as they met they 
itAcoohtj^, imi both felt into the water* 
^^ere other boats flood ready to aflSS them. 
TIms diverfion was jcoatinued till m/ lord of 
Leicefter grew weary of it, iu^Mapaflionating 
the pain of the poor men that wea^thPownlnto 
the river. 

On the third of January, his lordfliip en« 
tered Leyden with a large retinue of thlte, 
hundred Wfe* very richly furniihed. He wOs 
met upon the way by the chief townfmen* wha 
congratulated his arrival among them. The 
firft that addreiled him were twelve baigo» 
' maflera in lonj; black gowns, with the name 
of LfiYDEN* in large letters of filver* dpovi 
• their (boulders. Thefe were followed by 
<ewelve of the principal burge(&5» and a largo 
rlrain emhorfdback^ dreifed all in black 9llvet.. 
'From his entrance luto tbetov^rn, he was l^dt; 
ito his feat through a covered flreet of dlifitrdtft 
coloured fa\e, wnH a canopy borne Over him-; 
and, as f^n as hc was ieated, two men, -liUB 
poets, on a flage ov*^r againft him, preftotcft 
him with tho fallowing (peftacle, repfefehfiog 
the miferieB they had endured, whilft ^be^ 
fieged by ihe -Spaniards about^ tight yedrs ^bt* 
ibre. ' 

The firft perfonCg^ that appeared, was *% 
' flne woman richly dreilbd, denoting the towO: 
Ae was long afiaulted by Spaniards with fidfe 
fires of Aot, inordef^of battle ; but not pre* 
. *Vi^Kng, they retired, and continued the iiegb 
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dll fuch dmibas provifi^n grew (c!f.rce; and 
then entered Famine, in a jproper attire ex- 
. prdEvc of want •, who wat/ioiiowed bv idln 
rending afunder live cats and dogs, and fee- 
ing u^on them ; and ibldiers bereaving l!he 
'women of th'7i children and devouring them. 
She attacked by Peftilence, which 

was attenc^wkiiheapr of carcafTes, buried in 
a diforderly manner ; and at length with the 
funeral of an • fKcer, who had diftingnilhed 
himfelf in the fervicc, and was carried over 
the lUge with dead marches, howling trum- 
pers, colours wrapt up, trailed pikes, and 
.drawn pieces; und, as he was laid in the 

S round, was b* I farewell with a volley cf 
Lot. The Spaniards were n&ct reprefented as 
compaiGonadng her miferies, and iendrne fre- 
quent ^eflages to exhort her to yield; lo 
wlnfiTuie returned no anfwer, but, big with 
the hopes of affiftance, ordered a light to be 
fixed on the pinnacle of the bigheft ileeple in 
the town to give nodee to the prince of 
Orange, who lay at Delph, that fi;e expeAed 
fiiCGour ; and he again, by the device of a 
doye, lent back a promifed aid^; which was 
murned with repeated afloran^s that ihe 
.would ftill hold out dll it Ihould pleafe Pro- 
iddence to favour her. Providence ;)|en en- 
.tttml the ftage, upon ^hom (he leanM, aiVT" 
ftemed to repofe her otmoft confidence. By 
the help of Providence, a part of the wall 
was thrown down in the wief. :i vawmure 
^ fix iUid twenty poles/ Upon this, the ene- . 

my, 
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iny« applbhending minca of Orange^ wis 
entered with his force, nave Tccodrfe to flight, 
are porfued by the town, and as many as 
^re overtaken are put to the fwordt whilft 
the lady and her attendants march of in tri; 
umph.* Another woman wa^I^n introduced* 
armed like the former, and ^le^hd by a 
Spaniard, courted by a Frenchman, and flat^ 
tered twice by an Italian ; but icjediing the 
Spaniard, (he hallily leap^ off* the ilage and 
hid herfedf under the earl of Leiceller’s clos^, 
and his lord(hip receiving her into his protec- 
tion, the Spaniard put on an air of threatning 
and walked off. The earl led her home to 
his lodging, and put attend to the (hew. 

The next day he was publickly entertained 
by the town, and on the fifth of January went 
back to Donhage. Five days after«he made 
a mufler of part of his hor(cmen, to thJThum* 
ber of five hundred and more, and diftributed 
them into feveral garrtibns, under feveral go- 
vernors, and nominated the earl of Eflex to be 

f eneral of the horfe. He then returned to 
.eyden, and caufed a general faft to be pro- 
claimed thrjtaghout Holland, Gelderland and 
Frifeland, on the twelfth, which was obferved 
with great folemnity and devotion. The lord 
&utew«t fpentthe day in hearing of fermons, 
and in prayer, in reading and fingmg cd'p&fans, 
and neither eat him(elf, nor (tiSered any te- 
longing to him to tafie of meat till. the even- 
ing. On the twenty-fourth of January he was 
vinted at Donhage by the prince of FortugA 

sod 
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^aticl'on the tovtDty-fiftVhu lordfliK) was ih^ 
ifadhd and iWorn* and die fetes took an c^th 
to tbe i^ueen. ** 7'he manoCT of the inRalm^t 
wa» af follows : at the tipper end of the gi^at 
hall tli'e lord lieutenant ivas featcd- under the 
arms of Endu'd, and on each fide^of him, 
in a dSfc^fir of two Heps, fat twelve of the 
principal fetes, and the reft to the number of 
twenty were placard dire£lly before him, but 
fear or £ve fteps lower. On his lordlhip’s 
right hand ftood the prince of Portugal, the 
lord Morley, Mr. Norris governor of Mun- 
fter. Sir William Ruflcl, Sir Robert Germain^ 
and other perfons of diftinflion : on his left 
were Grave Maurice/ the earl of Eflex, Sic. 
William Stanley, Sir Thomas Parrat, and 
feveral others of rank and ^ality. A large 
orati^^;«^as then made in Dutch, declaring 
thecaufe ofthe aiRxnUy, and concluding with 
acknowledgments to CIk queen and the lord 
lieutenant. After this* the agreement between. 

fetes, the queen, and his lordfliip was read 
in Latin, and bc-ing interchangeably delivered'' 
by my lord to the dates, and by the dates to 
his lord (hip, he was dedred ter*, fwear to the 
obfervanCe of the articles contain^ in 
'Whkh, holding^tfp his fend to heaven, 'he did ; 

< ^latai-die fetes m like man.^er holding 
hntids, ‘did the dinic. r And then again the 
dates took an oath to the queen and her lord 
* lieutenant, and retiring to his palace, were 
iJObfy entertained by Ivb lordihip* In the bc- 
of February he went to the Hague, 

where 
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wbcK the ftaiiEs g^erll were afltmbledv and 
on fixth day |f the months a grant was 
gwen him in writing of the chief gfrvem- 
me\t and abfblute aathoriiy over the aoited 
provinces. After which thc^gW^ lieutenant 
applied ifimfelf to the bufinefs ot\his aliarge^ 
and nominated ceitaln fuperintbndafAs to ad 
under him in the feveral provinces ; all of 
them natives of the country^ and members of 
the great council. But when news was brought 
to queen Elizabeth » how large an honour and 
authority the, flates had conferred on his lord- 
(hip, and that he had accepted ity Aie very 
highly refented his prqpccdings, '^and imme- 
diately difpatched her vice chamberlain to him 
with an cxpoflulating letter ^ at the fame time 
writing to the Bates general to turn Leiceiler 
out of that abfolute authority, whole uwm- 
miffion file had limited ; not that file thought 
their caufe unworthy to be favoured and afliB- 
ed, bat to provide for and fecure her own ho-' 
nour, which llie elleemed more dear to her 
than life itfclf. 

The Hates returned a fubmilCvc anfwer, ex- 
cufisd what the^ had done by the neceffity they 
lay under, gave a Ibfter fenfe to the word 
abfolute than was generally meant by it, and 
befo'i^^er the inconvenience of recalling a 
power they had already given. The earl of 
Leicefter, toQ, lamenting his hard fate in hav- 
ing difobltged her, fo wrought upon her ealy 
di^ofidon by lib feignetf foriow, that ihe overin. 

looked 
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looked the irfllQce, aod i!cqaieiced fn the de- 
clenutott of tke^ates. r e 

Upoe»the arrival of the Englifii fuccon^^ 
the Dutch were infpired with new hopes ^ SLnd 
the prince of^ theGpanifli general, who 
had beec rai^ to an expcQation of fmn re- 
ducing thd^etheriands to the obedience of 
the catholic king, found he had a more power- 
ful enemy to cope with than he had yet en- 
countered: in their firft attacks the Englifli 
carried every thing before them ; and the earl 
of Leiceiler being then at Utrecht, in his pro- 
grefs through the Provinces, he received an 
account of his fuccefs againft the enemy, from 
his lieutenant general Norris ; in confequence 
of which good news, he kept the feaft of St. 
Georg^^then nigh approaching, with a pomp 
and ^lemnity worthy of himfelf and his coun- 
try. 

On die twenty-third of April, being St. 
George’s day, the ftrects of Utrecht were 
ranked with eight enfigns of burghers richly 
appointed, and wearing fcarfs upon their arms 
knit like rofes red and white, in^^^the midft of 
whom the proceffion marched 6n horfeback 
from the lord lieutenant’s palace to die cache- 
driJ church. Firft'rode the trumpeters^ cloathed 
in fcarlet laced with filver, founding *{{feir 
ftruments, their bannerols being difplayed and 
richly limned with his lordfliip’s arms. Next 
came the gentlemen, captains, colonels, and 
her majefty’s fworn nfen, to the number of 

forty 
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forty hoift, io gold^nd film loft, and va*" 
rioQMoloored filTy. Thefe wnre followed bf 
fix knightSy four barons, the council §oi the 
elites, the earl of Efiex and the elefleral bi- 
fiiop of^Coiogne, and of Portugal* 

by hYrnfelf. After whom ntarchey the«captain 
of the Guard, the treafurer and coid{>troHer of 
the houfhold, bearing white fiaves, two gen- 
tlemen ufiiers, and Portcullis herald in a rich 
coat of arms or England. And laft of all> 
came the lord lieutenant in^efted in the robea 
of the order, and guarded by the principal 
burghers of the town, who otFered themfelves 
to this fervice, be (ides l^h nwn guard, which 
coiifiilcd of fifty halberts in ^arlet cloaks, 
edged with par($le and white velvet. Ju this 
Hate he was conducted to the church, gud pay- 
ing his reverence to her majeliy's feat, VHiich 
was fituatc fome degrees lower. After prayers 
and the fermon were ended, he proceeded to 
the oftering, firil for her majelly and then for 
himfelf, which part of the fervice he perform- 
ed with fuch a grace and majeltic deportment^ 
as procured ^im the applaufe of the whole 
aflembly. 

From hence they returned to dinner, and 
were v^v honourably enterulned at his lord* 
^ip’s paucc. At the^ upper end of the hall 
twas a fuinptuous cloth* and chair of Hate, de* 
figned for queen Elizabeth, with her majefty’s 
arms and ftile upon it. and before it a table 
covered in the fame manner, as if her highneft 
had been prefent; and at the lower end of it on 
. the 
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the left'hmit Wre placM the ftool and pklie 
of the lord lic^tenet, for .^e would have ilo 
ohair. oThe company being ai&mbled, hi** 
lordOiIp^^ knighted ‘ Sir Martin Skencke before 
fhc chair of |fef;p-vfbr thfe many fervices lie 
had done to hft country* and then the ulhers 
marihalled (Sr feaft. The difhes were brought 
up into the hall with the found of trumpet^:* 
were ferved on the knee, and carved and 
taded to her majcHy’s trencher. 

The fide- tables wxre all furniflied in filver 
plate, and waited on by gentlemen, and upon 
the removal of tlie Hrd courfc, and placing the 
fccond upon the queen’s board, the ufhers 
'Cried, ** A hall.” which being made with 
fome diiEculty, by reaibn of Aie cro.vd, they 
brought^. up between them Portcullis hera]d> 
invelitd with the arms of England, who after 
he had thrice paid his reverence to the chair 
of date^ pronounced in Latin, French, and 
Engliih, the queen’s ufual dile, of England, 
France and Ireland, defendrefs of the faith, 
•&;c. and then cried aloud thrice, Largefle.” 

When dinner was over, there paiTed fcveral 
entertainments of dancing, vaulting, and 
tumbling ; and after fupper ieveral ads of 
chivalry were performed, wherein thjj^^arl of 
ElTex didinguidied himfelf above the reft* ^ 

From Utrecht his excellency pafled to Am* 
iiciin with a contidcrable force, deftgning to 
relieve Xjrrave, then befteged. But before his 
Jorddup could bring up his fuccours, Van 
liem^rty the governor, furrenderred, and de- 
livered 
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livered tke town u{|\o the d^ke of Parma, 
which capitulation they fay he was induced 
by the periuafloili of a kept ^miftrefs ; how* 
t^'cr, his cowardice coft him his lifP. The 
earl of Lciceiler pr^ently or^red him to 
apprehended, and for air^*ar *ple of terror 
caufod him and two* other offic&'‘s dbneerned 
with him, to be put to an ignominious deaths 
There were found in the town, as Sirada re- 
ports, twenty-feven pieces of cannon, ah hun* 
dred and eight barrels of gunpowder, and a 
fufficient quantity of provifion to fupport fix 
thoufand men fora whole year. And, in the 
mean time, the earl of Leicellcr drew die Spa* 
niards from their ilrong holds in other places. 

It is not our purpofe, however, to give a 
dl(lin£l recital of the feveral battles, fieges, 
and fkirmifhes, which happened betnit'en the 
Spanifli forces and thofc of the confederates. 
The earl of Leiceder certainly, in many iii- 
flances, ihewed himfelf a brave man, if not a 
great general ; and the Englifh and Dutch, for 
the moft part, had the better of their enemies. 
Yet, when the lord lieutenant came to the 
Hague aftemhis fecond campaign, where the 
fiates of the country were then aifemblcd, they 
received him with coldnefs, and foon broke 
^ut in.#t;poftu]ation and complaint ; in a mo» 
aerate way deiiring^ redreis. But he in re* 
turn entered upon a juftificatioa of hfs pro- 
ceedings, ftrove to remove their fuppofed mit 
conftruftioiis and mi%ke5, and at laft endea- 
voured to diifolve the affembly ; but not be* 
Vot. HI, H ing 
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ingrble to bring ^about* his purpoff*; he de* 
dared his refoiuiion • of i4turniiig to England, 
and left the <;puncil in atye angry manneH, 
Hovvevijr, he fcems afterwards to have bcc’i 
brought to temper, and to have toid the 
flares, that bv^x^^.iourney into Engljwd, he 
ihould b^ ih4 more enabled ro aflift them in 
thrii* afiair^ff and provide remedy to all 
their grievances. 

When the <lay came for .us departure, by 
a public ad he gave up r]}e caie of the pro- 
vinces into the ) nds of the council of ftalc; 
but privaielv, t^c faiue lay, by an ad of re- 
’ ftridion, he relcived an authority to himfelf 
over all governors of provinces, forts and 
cities 5 and farther took away from the coun- 
cil and the pTcudcnls of provinces their ac- 
culbmed jurifdidion. nnd thus he f fail for 
England.' ' 

But w'hatevcr might {)c L.e ^ -etcnce for 
Iiciccfter’s Jeavinf^ ' c Lo Hini.bs at this 
coiijundurt, his ^.icftrcci.. • ’ ’and feems not 
to have been at *dl una*... tab to queen Eli- 
zabeth. The htt coiifpji'uCiCs, which had 
been formed in favour of »ie queen of Scots, 
had made a deep impi.cao'. upon her majefty, 
.and ihe appears to have been now rcfolved to 
difpatch her competitor ; but the diffi^lty lay 
in what manner it (hould be done ; and 
knew file could fecurely rely upon Leiceller’s 
£delity. When the matter was brought be- 
fore the council, his lord(hip is {aid to have 
advifedto take her oiPby poifon; but this 

feheme 
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fehcme 'feeing opeily oppofeA by fjcr:tary 
\yaUingham, who bad refufec^ to give car to 
the private infmuations of a ccujg-divinc, 
inborn his lordihip had fcnt to draw into a 
confent, it was at kd deterr'vicd to proceed 
againlPiicT by a late aftifi the I'.ver.r^'-ieventh 
year of queen F.Iizabeth, which h*d been pur- 
pofcly made uj 0:1 this occalion. And thus 
the unfortunate queen wes to hertry- 

al, and lord Liiccllcr ccn^iiruicd one of her 
judges. After fenter.cc' of to:* ^crT.n.ition had 
been pronounced agaiml her qiictr! Klizabcth 
w^as no Icfs perplexed, in wl ac jn.inncr llic 
(l;ould pro'ced to her er.ccution. She was de- 
f:roi;% as much iii poflible. U) remove ilie 
bianic from hiifcU* ; arJ the ear! of Lciccdcv 
ol)k'vv‘.n;r ic to bu iur iiuiic(ly*.'» incljnaticn, 
‘{ju he:- ke rrr fee ref! y avvny. 

yArj :'. t ri «,ct i’u* ’.o have cornu iaco- 

his r>' ‘i.nji'.'" ovCciC { .**j* i*. crerari^'s 

Davik’U \\ 1 v*> \vr!ic t«> Forhe* 

ringi-’, wh^re u.- 'F jc > was iIhm 

irr.priFjncd, to h ' on' violci ce. 

Eut tl.e keepeis K*a'>»s declined 

the oii'.'Je, aiffl her o '*; -'.y v J:>'i 
after, fell 1. public l.icHf.-o by the hands of an 
cxecuiioiicr. 

^ In M: incan tintc ihc rsofilic* f,0’.v- 
Couiitfies Were i ^cr. ulpv'*ou ,-5 condi- 

' tion. And the g/n^rnois of tlic provinces 
gave In loud coinph-inis again.'l the carl of 
Iieicellers aBmir.ifliatJfen. i'urb.g his flay in 
England they called tog< tber the feates gene- 
li J lai. 
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ral, and to pre&rve theifVountry» th^y agreed 
to in veil prince Maurice with the full ^wer 
and authority of Stadcholder/ And purfuant 
to this determination, they obl^ed all the of- 
^cers to leceive a new cojpimiil^n from him, 
and to take a to the Hates, and dif- 

chnrged all recufants whatfoever from the fer- 
vice, 

(^een Elizabeth was highly dilpleafed with 
thcle alterations in the government. She im- 
mediately font over lord BuckhurH to enquire 
into the matter, to complain of the innova- 
tions they had introduced in the earl of Lei- 
ceHer*s abfence, and to fettle all differences 
between them. The Hates in return aifured 
her majeHy, that their proceedings were but 
provifiona), i^nd enfoKed through fear of a 
gencrarruvolt in conrcquence of their loHes; 
^and that at his lord (hip’s return they would 
readily acknowledge both him and his authori- 
ty ; for the Hates were too well acquainted with 
the fliare LciccHer bore in her majeHy’s affec- 
tion, to attempt any accufation againH him» 
But notwithHanding many outward profeflions 
of legard, they inwardly hated Irim, and pri- 
vately proceeded in the execution of their 
projeds, to Hraiten his power. 

Thefe proceedings however wen? by no , 
means agreeable to the majority of the people;^ 
and the clergy, who were firm in the intereft ' 
of the earl of LeiceHcr, threatened to be 
revenged of the Hates, if the queen ihould 
uke any offence at ^eir alterations. The 
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HVnott atiSneek, in|]ftirticnlar,(prelente(f a pe- 
tjtiQR to lord BuckUurft to be tranfmitted to « 
Elizabeth, in w?K'ch they invife i:er to come to 
:heafllllancc of Chriil, who threw hi!&ifelf a^nd 
his children into arms, and implored h^ 
proteftion. ^ * 

And the preachers at Amflerdam Had open«> 
ly inveighed againft the magidrates from the 
pulpit, and the people fet up libels againft the 
ftates. But as thele dilbrders were at the point 
of being carried to the utmoft extremity, lord 
BuckhuHl fignified to them from her majefty, 
that it was her inclination to fend back the^ 
carl of Lcicefler into the Low-Countries, 
which gave a check t6 their violence, and put 
« farther ftop to the proceedings of the ftattc, 
who then, both publickly an^ privately, af- 
fured lord Buckhurft of all duty and fidelity 
to him ; But the queen requiring, before flie 
could be prevailed on to give confent to hf^ 
lordfhip’s return, feme promifes and provifues, 
which the Hates refolutely refufed to comply 
with ; Buckhurft again declared, that he had 
no commiflion from her majelly to promile 
his lordihipis return to them. 

The demands made by the queen from the 
Dutch, increafed the indignation of the great 
men sif jthat country againft the earl of Lei- 
cefter. They now few plainly, he feught net 
fe much their advantage, as the gratification of 
his own ambition. It was their part therefore 
to provide for their ^wn fecurity, and guard 
H 3 , againB. 
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ar^ainit any furture encroachments Ifc- 4*8^^ 
» I.f rcafter attempt upr^n * their conHitiftion 
But while they Acre employeu in this attempt 
their penis from the Spaniards encreafed (b 
crntinualJy upon them, that there feemed no 
Oihrr poff.l le to prevent their"* entire 

ruin and fjbvcrfion, but a p.tcfent governor, 
attended with a prefent fiipply of men and 
money. Lord Buckhuril was i:Ot warning to 
notify their diflrefTes to queen Elizabeth, but 
Lcicefler^s demands wcie fo great from her 
inajefty, that fhe continued doubtful for fome 
't.me, whether fhc fhould again employ him 
in that fervice. This engaged lord Buckhiirll 
to draw up a new fehemte for the government 
of the united provinces, which offended the 
earl of I^eicdtjr fb much, that he never ibr- 
gavc it.' *^Yet Buckhurll Hill cominued to 
n;ai:c application to the court of England, 
'raid open the mifciies to w'hich the provinces 
wtie icdaccci, and with prelTing inilances re- 
toinmer.dcd the confidcraiion of their neceffity 
to her majtily. And in the end the queen’s 
trtr.ru:er arrived with money, to the great joy 
of his lordihl/, and the comfort of»the diAief* 
led foldiers, who had long been without pay 
and nccelTaries. 

Nothing now feemed wanting but tHtv carl 
of Leiceller’s prefence. queen at lail be* 
came fenfible of the inconveniencies attending- 
upon any farther delay, and after fome fruitle^ 
endeavours towards a peiicc, gave^onfent to 

his 
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Kb l^rdAip’s returil, and oiflered him to 
Iftake ready for ^is journey. • Before his de- 
parture feveral letters pa/Ted betwceiWiim and 
rhe miniilers of South Holland, and one of 
them \^as written inithe following. 

Gentlemen, 

** That I did not return fuch an anfwcr to 
feveral of your letters as you defired and ex- 
pected, was not for want of a good-will to- 
wards ferving the caufe of God, and defend- 
ing the poor people ; but it was becaufe 1 had^ 
not yet received her majeily’s rcfolutioiis about 
what was farther necdflkry to be done for the* 
fervice of your country. But the queen havw 
ihg given me full dircfiloir- v\ii|f regard to the 
forces (he wall fend to \our ailillwiCe, and. 
having laid her commands upon me to return ; 
r therefore, poftponing all private views arra 
conhderations, and abandoning all thofe ad- 
vantages, which God haj be flowed upon me 
in this kingdom, intend to hailen over, and 
(ati.sfy the defines of a people, who have fo 
often calledefbr me ; to which the zeal and 
good inclinations of fome have more induced 
me, than. the demerits of others, that fuficr 
^^themfalrres to be made tools for keeping me 
. hack by (landers aikd detraClions ; wliich £ 
^Ihall neverthelefs enter into my book of obli- 
vion, that no harm may befal ihofe, who feek 
to do me fach dUTerv^es y and 1 hope I (hall 
H 4 never. 
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neve^ give th^ people ktff caufe toKiIin^inifli 
their good-will and afTedtion for me. In tly** 
mean time^ I irfaeat you to go on in your du- 
ty, and Vo adinonilh and cxdte thofe under 
your care to peace and unity, to the end that 
they may more SKu'^^^aore deferve all (he be- 
nefits thfy receive. For the reft I refer my- 
fclf to my arrival, and Co I recommend you, 
gentlemen, to the protedion of the almighty/’ 

Your good friend, 

Given at London, 

Jan. 7.0. S. R. Leicester. 

Rut as every thing ftood ftill till his lord- 
(hip’s arrival in Holland, the Spaniards had 
great advantage of the Dutch, who thought, 
or rather fcare'"*, they could not aft properly:, 
though fol their own defence, till the earl of 
.Leiceftcr came to head the Englifh forces. 

The duke of Parma had beficged Sluys, and 
the town was reduced to the utmoftextremity* 
when Leiceftcr fet fail from England with a 
confiderable fupply both of horfe and foot. 
S’riQce Maurice and the deputies of the ftates 
attended upon him at Flufhing, to Congratulate 
his return, and left count Hollack to watch 
the motions of the enemy. When they had 
talked upon the fubjeA of railing the it. 
was determined to attempi.* it by fea. To this 
end theyfitted out as many (hips as were thought 
expedient, and fent on board them about 
five ihoulknd foot and (ix ^.undred hdrfe, with 

aU 
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aXl i^ecefary provi^Sn, for the reliefer the 
ipwn*. « Within a few hours after the fleet ap- * 
pearcdin thech&nely and the earl qf Leicef- 
ter made figns to the bsfiegedy tha( he was 
come to their aiUftance : but upon ilrifter eo« 
quiry ^finding the chanii<^i blocked ujjy and the 
pailage fecure, he faw it would be in vain to 
endeavour to proceed any farther. For three 
days he continued in fufpenfe what Hep he 
iliouldtake; and. at.lafl weighing anchofy he 
bent his courfe towards Oflendy with a refolu- 
tion to fuccourthe bciieged by land. But tlie 
duke of Parma apprehending his deflgn, im-** 
mediately fent a reinforcement of horfe and 
foot to oppofc his prdgreis. As foon as the. 
earl of Leicefter had landed his men, he prc-* 
pared to attack a ver^ important fort, and 
joining the whole garrilbn of OllAd to his 
army, marched up direflly againil it. 
duke of Parma, therefore, leaving the fi^ge 
every where well provided, led the remainder 
of his army to the defence of the fort againft 
his lord (hip. The Englilh troops were upon 
the point to begin their batteries, but upon 
light of th9 enemy’s army, they deferred 
their hoflilities, and after feme confultadon 
retired to oAend. From hence they returned 
with tbt fame fleet to the place where they 
had formerly been «t anchor, not far from 
Slays; and the duke of Parma, inarching 
fnddenly back, again prefented himfelf to 
their view,* and loob from them all pofliblc 
hope of relieving the town. And .thus thev • 
II 5 founH. 
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found ’^themfelv^s under '> neceffity lo rfetulB: 
a?ain, and never after attempt to be feen 
there anymore. " 

The ibfs of Sluys, which foon followed,: 
renewed the mifunderflandyng between the carb 
of Lcicefter ar.d tlietPi/ics, whilll the blame of. 
the action was thrown, by each party* upon» 
the mifinanagemcnt of the other. And this 
dilTatisfaflion encreafing, they refufed to re-^ 
eilablifli him in that abfolute authority, which 
had been conferred upon him at his firft arri-% 
val. The earl of Leicefter openly exprcffeil 
his difplcafure againit the Hates, and is charged, 
with having entered into indircdl prafliccs^ 
The magi Urates of Leyuen had private infor-e 
malion, that a feheme was formed to farpriTo 
the town, am change the governors. And 
certain '’c^^mpanies of Englilh foldicrs had 
inarched to MacJland, and DcJfchavcn, withdi- 
'*^6eions to fe’ize upon the peilbn of Olden -r 
tarnevelt, advocate and counfellor to the Hates 
of Holland, whom his lordHiip had dcHincd 
to deHruflion, with thirteen others of the prin- 
cipal aHerters of the liberties of their country, 
by the hands of an executioner. ^And prince 
Maurice, upon the difcovery, left the Hague 
the next day, to avoid the ruin which feeroed 
to threaten him. But the common •people 
were fo overfwayed with the appearances ot, 
piety and zeal in the earl of LeiceHer, as to 
approve of all he did. Within a few days 
his Lordlhip went to Utrecht, wlfcre he was 
rery diligent to form an intereH among the 

townfmen 
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townfme^ in his favctir ; and ^om theWte he ' 
made^a progrefs through the country, conver-'t 
iRig chiefly with she xnintAers 4nd private per- 
fens, andfowing the feeds of difeorS and di- * 
vifion wherever he c;jime/ * , 

He k faid to have eng^^.J in a defign againfl 
Amfterdami but the magiftrates got Notice of 
his projefi, and prevent^ its execution. Up* 
on this difappointment he direifted his coum 
towards North-Holland, and cafi his eye upon 
Enkhuyfen. And here he thought he was fe- 
cure of his purpoie, by^ reafon the clergy had 
a great influence over the town. But the«^ 
minifler toclc part with the magiilratcs^ and 
recommended the dut^ of fahje^ion in fuch 
prefling terms from the pulpit, that the people 
were all unanimous in nipportinc; their autho* 
rity. With this encouragement tivy font a 
letter to his lorlbip, as he was upon his jour- 
ney, defiring he would decline to viiit 
upon this occafion. He anfwcred their letter, 
and took no notice of his coming, but not* 
withflanding Avent on fhip-board at Hoorn, 
and marched diredly towards them. Hereup- 
on they aifeiifbled all the oflicers of the mili- 
tia, and after fomc confultations about the 
^•common fafety, agreed to place a guard at 
their and when his lordihip was ad* 

vancedwithin a league of the city, they difl- 
• patched certain members of their fenate to 
(him, to diO'uadc his proceeding any far* 

thci 
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I'ht^jdeputics delivered, their meflage wltlt 
fubmiilion and refpeft ; bu; his lordlh^ bjeing 
"apprehenfive tbrt the gates, would be ihul 
upon him^ pafled the night at Streek, and the 
next moining turned afide to Medenblike. 

* About this time, £ ceAain Flemings, who 
had been ). laced as a ^ upon his lordlhip, and 
had frequently difclofed his counfels, and given 
feafonable notice of his defrgns, appears to have 
been difcovered, and was never heard of any 
more. 

In the mean time, the miniflers were every 
^where very indudrious to promote the honour 
and ir.tercds of his lordfhip. In the begin- 
ing of Oflober, certain^ of them drew up a 
memorial, in the name of the Dutch and Wal- 
loon churches ; which they prefented to the 
dates ; hlard them with patience, and cU 
villy told them. They would conlider of their 
:^mioria]. But, within a few -days after^ 
as ''the application of the miniders had been 
public, the dates judged proper to draw up st 
public anfwer ; which they cauled to be 
printed and didributed to the magidrates in 
every town of Holland and V^d*frie(land, 
with diredions to fummon the clergy before 
them, 'to put a copy of it into their hands, 
and to bid them exhort their congrega^ns to 
unity and peace ; to give heed to teaenmg and^ 
preaching ; and to leave matters of govern- 
ment and policy to the dates and magidrates. 
«£ut this reproof feems to have beei^ill received 

by 
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by the xmnifterss wh^ decisired they done^ 
nothipE put their 4lty» and diR note^^peft 
Aildnda return.* • 

About this time. Provink. acraatBre of the- 
earl of Leiceller’s. attempted to itif up ^ 
peopUof port to an i|||lirre£tion in his lord« 
iliip’s favour. To this end he had 4mwa op 
a petition, to have been figned and preftnted 
by them to his lordlhip ; in which, after ieve- 
ral invedtives again (I the ftates. they promifed 
to (land by him with their Jives and fortunes*, 
and toufe their utmofi power to the eftablifliing 
his authority every where. This paper being* 
ihewn to the minifter. he diffuaded the execu* 
Hon of the enterpriza ; and (b the projedt was 
dropped for that time. It afterwaras fell intm 
the hhflds of the xnagiftrates|| who. thou^ 
mod of them inclined to favoftr iIk Engl^ 
intereft. thought proper to lay it before the 
aflembly of the Hates, then fitting at HsLx]f0S^ 

But the fpiric of difcord and rebellion was 
no wl^e more prevalent than it was at Ley« 
den. Many thoufands of Flemilh and Bra« 
banders, who had 'taken fhelter here durii^ 
the late pe|fecutions. had contradled an aver* 
fion to the dates, upon an imagimi|ion that tte 
caufe of the church and the earl of Leiceder 
were & clofely united, that every diminution 
of hisiordihip’s-authority was4idifiervice tn 
religion. 

The earl of Lmcefler confidering this* lent 
for Cofmp de Pefo^enriis. a native of Pied« 
monti who had been nraier]y n..pawabfokeg| 
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fit Le]^en> .bal^ivas now* a diibanded colonel* 

. sod ready to enga|re in any derperate nnder- 
taking. He laid before hlm^rhe inclinations 
of the pebple of Leyden to reduce the city to 
«i[8 obedience ; (hewed hln).how eafy ic w'as to* 
accomplifli their purp^^e ; that nothin^more^ 
was wanting than an officer of refolution to 
head them ; and prefTed Cofmo to affiil in the* 
fervice. Cofmo, with little perfuafion, was 
induced to comply* but he wanted his lord- 
ihip to give him indruflions in writing. But 
my lord made anfwer. He would fupport his- 
ewn work, that he would never fotfake him* 
but fly tO' his affidance in cafe of difficulty, 
though at the expence of^all his fortune. 

When Cofmo was come to Leyden, he made' 
his application to Nicholas de Maulde, a young 
officer of r#p'it4‘tion, who belonged to the gar- 
rifbn, and gained him over to the Englidi inte-^ 
The fame day the chief of the fadlioir 
met at Cofmo’s lodgings, to debate upon the 
execution of their projed, and what \^as the 
mod efficacious method of feizing upon the 
magidrates. And here it was agreed to make 
sfe of De Maulde’s company, and-- the foldi- 
ers of one Heraugiere, which were to be 
brought from Delft upon this occaiion. Some 
few Says after, Cofmo, upon fufpicion ^ fome 
other crime, was taken up and imprifbned. 
This accident druck a terror into the red of 
the Gonfpirators, who judged they were all 
difeovered : but foon learning thei^ midake* 
they fent Volmaer to the -earl of Leiceder, to 
. confulc - 
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eonfult him wha# was fartjpr to bc^one«\ 
^is ler4ihip requirel them to on, and ex«i i 
prelied his diflatiSfadlion at thlbir delays.. 

Upon the return of their meflen^r, they» 
met once more at Meetkirke’s houfe, .and d«v- 
termintd to^execute theii»deftgn on the Sunda}^ 
following. Maulde, by my lord of £eicefter’fr 
orders, was to afk leave of the magiilrates ta 
draw his company out of the town the evening 
before ; and, under this pretext, was, carly>, 
the next morning, to march his foldiers along 
the] Broadllreetas far as the ftadthoufe, where 
he was to be topped by fifty or fixty of thcp 
armed citizens, who (hould declare that they 
had taken up arms foi»the fervice of the church 
and his excellency the earl of Leicefter. They 
were tlien to leize the iladthouO, and to pub-^ 
lilh a declaration, That the good* Burghers 
had been obliged to take up arms for the fer- 
vice of the queen of England, for the 
tainance of the true reUgion, and fur re^ 
eftablilhing the earl of Leicefter,” &c. And 
their watch-word was to have been, Long 
live the queen of England, and the earl of 
Leiceller/’ » 

However, the day came, and. qpthitfg was 
’ effefied. They were afraid, it feems, kit the 
citizenis whom they had drawn into the con- 
fpiracy, Ihould be backward in the infurrec* 

« tion ; and thus the mifehief, which they had 
f dcfigned for others Ihould revert on ihemftlves* 

In the mean time^one of the confpiiatoirsi 
named Andrew Schott, difclofed the whole af- 
fair 
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£ur ^ the m^ifirates f whereupoiy>VoIffiaar 
was taken np» Cofino mcn-e ilriffly contine^*. 
and captain MaUde apprehe&ded at Woerden», 
and earned back to Leyden. Volmaer con- 
ftiTed all he was accufedi of, but threw the- 
blame upon the earl okLeicellcr. ,He ^as de^* 
fired to produce his commiflion ; but he faid he 
had relied upon his lordfhip’s honour, and adted. 
only by a verbal order* And, when he was 
,told that the carl would deny his word* 
** Why then,” faid he, I am a dead man.” 
Cofmo declared that the carl of Leicefler had 
*drawn him into this defign by the proinife of 
a reward. And De Moulde confefled, that he 
was led afide by the iif fin nation i. of Cofinot 
the name of the earl of Leiceiler, and the cre^^ 
dit of Meethjfrke* Co(ino only was expofed. 
to tortures *^d, as he was upon the rack, 
.cried out upon his lordihip, O excellence, 
employcz vous les'gens I” The other 
two were fenteuced to be beheaded. 

The earl of Leicefter was at Alkmaer 
when news was brought him of the fad fate- 
of his confederates, and is reported to have 
faid, ’Tis high time to take carr of my own. 
head.” And, hvt long after, he left the coun- 

3 r, and returned into England, leaving the 
ndniilration of the provinces to tba itatet.^ 
themfelves. f« * 

At his departure, he privately diftiibuted:\ 
sunoi^^ the members of his fa^ion certain gold ‘ 
aaedals^. fiamped with hir own effigies on one 
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Mct an<k on the revArfc, a dqg ready/o do- 
njirt, • losing bactr upon a flock of fhecp* * 
from vvlience IbmS had llraycd* Ovejthe dog 
was this infcriptiony “ Invkus deferg ana 
near the iheep^ ** ^on gregeni» fed ingrai* 

tos.” • , T . 9 . 

Prince Maurice was immediately appointed 
governor of the United Provinces in his lord** 
ihip’s itcad ; and the lord Willoughby made 
general of the Englifh forces in the Low*^ 
Countries by her majedy. But, not with (land* 
ing his abfence, he is reported to have Hill 
fomented divifions in the country. But theT 
queen, confidering the dangers which now 
threatened her from tlfe preparations in Spain^ 
gave orders to my lord Willoughby to«beck 
the feditious ipirit in the Low -Countries, and 
reduce the diiaffe£tcd to a fubirMBen -to the 
Hates ; which, by the afiiilance of prince^ 
Maurice, he happily performed. " 

It is raid, that lord Leicefter, upon his re* 
<urn, finding an accufktion was preparin|; 
againd him by Buckhurd, and othefs of his 
enemies, for his mifeonduft in the -Low* 
Countries 9 and that he was fummoned to ap* 
pear and give an account of ^his^behavioar 
before the council ; privately threw himfelf* 
at her ^pajedy’s feet, and implored her pro* 
teflon ; and, that tbe queen was fb pacified 
^ith his exprefiions of humility and forrow, as. 
to pafs by the difpleafure (he had conceived 
againd hims and adndc bun into her former 
grace and affedtion. 
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Th*h next <^iy, whcri* 4t was cx^veflcd he 
ftiould have given in his anfwer, he tO(5k h's 
place at the cotmcil-tablc ; and, when the fe- 
cretary Had begun to read his accufation, he 
rofe up and interrupted complainilig of 
the injaricp that had^ebcen offered hitn, and 
declaiiiig that his public commiflion was li- 
mited by private inflrudlions ; and making his 
appeal to the queen, he evaded the accufation, 
and came off in triumph. But it fared not fo 
with lord Buckhurfl ; for Leiceftcr’s aver- 
fion to him, and power with the queen, fo far 
'prevailed, that a cenfure was pw'i.Tcd upon his 
Begociation, and his lordfiiip was confined to 
his houfe for federal months. 

The preparations in the ports of Spain hnd 
already madeUa great noife, and there was no 
doubt buCrnsdieir principal views were direded 
againfl England. The queen was not negli- 
gw*vin making all preparations requifitc foB 
her defence. She fitted out a co.ifiderable 
fleet under the command of the lord Howard^ 
of Effingham, and farther lined the fouthern^ 
coafls with twenty thoufand mtn. An arm/' 
of one thoufand horfe, and twenty -two thouw 
fend foot,, wrA commanded by her general the^ 
earl of Leicelter, ar.d encamped at Tilbury, ^ 
near the mouth of the Thames ; andaonother* , 
of thirty-four thoufand foot, and two thoufand 
horfe, was under the command of the lord-'i 
Hunffion, and kept as a guard upon then 
perfon. ^ 

Upon , 
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Upon ;^e encampnfcnt at Ti^^ury, M* 
j(^y ro^e^rough an the fquadrons of her ar- 
my, attended by the earls of Lliceftej^atid £f- 
fe\, and Norris, lord-marlhal, on foojt : and^ 
having viewed themialU Ihc exprefTed her fa% 
tibrad'ti^fn of their fulcliry, and her^fenfe of 
my lord of Leicefters merit, in- a noble 
fpeech. 

But, notwithflanding her majelly*s com- 
mendation, there was no opportunity for hia 
lordfliip to exert his abilities on this occalion; 
for the Spanilh army never landed on the (hore. 
Aftd this was the lafl expedition in which his^ 
lordihip was engaged ; for retiring foon after 
to his callle at Kenilvv^rth, ns he was upon 
his journey, he was taken ill of a fever 'at 
Cornbury Bark, in Oxfordlhire jjof which bo- 
died on the fourth of September Throwing. 

“ He was cftcemcd,” fays Mr, CamdeOf, 

a mod accompli Ihcd courtier, free and 
tlful to fuldiers andHudcnts; a. cunning time-, 
ferver, and refpcdler of his own advantages ; 
of a difpoiition ready and apt to* pieale ; 
crafty and fibilc towards his adveriaries ; 
much given i/ormerly to women, and in his 
latter days doating extremely opoi^paariiage, 
^But, whilfi; he preferred power and greaftnefs, 
which i^ubjeft to be envied, before iolid vir- 
'tue, . his detracting emulators found large 
matter to ipeak reproachfully of him ; and, 
even when he was in his moft flourilliing con- 
*dition, ipared not diQj^cefuHy to defame hioi 
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by notgwithottt a /nixture o^rlome un« 
truths.” _ 

It is faid, tiiat he died in the queen's debt; 
and, that her tnajelly caufed his goods to be 
fold at a public falc, thaa payment might be 
made ; for, hovvev«^ favourable (he might 
have been iii all other refpedls, the queen is 
obferve J never to have remitted the debts that 
were owing to her Treafury. From Cornbury 
Park his corpfe was removed to Warwick, 
where he was interred in our Lady’s chapel, 
adjoining to the choir of the collegiate-church, 
'^■and a very noble monument ercfled to his nu* 
fflory. 
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Tnf LIFE of 

Sir*F BTANCIS Draj^ E. 

T his famoos voyager was born near 
South-Taveilock, in Devonfhire, his 
father being a miniftef) who, for fear of the 
fix articles, in the reign of Henry VIIL was 
forced to iecure himfelf in the hull of a ihip»* 
where he had many of his younger fons, hav« 
ing twelve in all> jtto&H)f them born on the 
water* 

After* the death of Henry VIltfMr* Drake 
got a place to read prayers in tli^ayal navy, 
and bound his eldeft fon, Francis, apprentice 
to a fhip-mailer, who traded to France^t^a 
Holland ; with whom he endured much liard- 
fliip. It isfaid^ that, at the age of ^hteen, 
he was purfer of a ihip trading to thenay of 
Bifcay. At twenty, he made a vo^-age to 
'Guinea; andf at the age of twenty-two, wr.a 
appointed captain of the Juditlfi'^wi^ in that 
capacity, was in the harbour of St. Jdin de 
Uilo4» iw the eulph of Mexico ; where he be- 
haved very gallantly im. the glorious aftion un- 
* der Sir Hawkins; and returned with him 
to England with a high repotation, but ftrip- 
ped of aU« find very pDor. 

Soon 
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after this, he •conceived jg^deiisn df 
making repriilils on the ling of Sfl^n; 
according to fSme, was put ititb his head by 
the chaplain of the (hip : and, indeed, the 
.cafe wa^ clear in fea-divinity, that the Aibjefls 
of, the king of Spain Jiad undone^ Mr /Drake, 
and therefore he was at liberty to take the bed 
fatisfadion he could on them in return. This 
dodifine, however roughly preached, was very 
taking in England ; and, therefore, no (boner 
did he publiih his defign, than he had num- 
bers of volunteers ready to accompany him, 
though not adluated by the (amc motives, and 
without any fuch pretence to colour their pro- 
ceeding as he had. « 

In 1570, he made his firft voyage v;ith two 
(liips, the I^agon and Swan ; and the next 
year in tbrl^wan alone : from which lad: ex- 
pedition he returned fafe, if not rich. Thi>’ 
IH^havc no particular account of ihefe two 
voyages, or what Drake performed in them, 
yet notUng is clearer than that captain Drake 
had twergreat points in view : the one was, to 
inform himfelf perfedlly of the fituation and 
flrength of certain places in the Spaniih Weil- 
Indics ; ij»€ ^Sfher, to convince lus country* 
men, that, netwithilanding what had hap- 
pened to captain Hawkins, in his lai^voyage, 
it was a thing very prafisicable to fail into thefe 
parts, and return in fafety : for it is to he'd)- ^ 
ierved, that Hawkins and Drake feparated in 
the Weft-Indies; and, e;hat the fdrmer, find-, 

ing' ■ 
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u)g it impc/kble to brij^g all bis crew hoiijL^'io 
England, !kd fct par|Ot them, but witlf their 
ow% confciK, aOi^c nn the ba^ of Mexico ; 
and, indeea, few of thefe finding tlftir way 
home, jhc terror of fuch a captivity ils they^ 
were knpwn tb^endure, had a prodigious efTed. 
But captain Drake, in tlTefe two voya^s, hav* 
ing very wiiely avoided coming to blows with 
the Spaniards, and bringing home fufHcient 
returns to fatisfy his owners, dillipated thefe 
appreheniions, as well as raifeJ his own charac- 
ter: fo that, at his return from his fccond 
voyage, he found it no difhcult matter to raife 
fuch a ilrcngth as might enable him to perform 
what he had long medicated in bis own mind, 
which othcrvvii'c he never would have been 
able to 

Having now means fufficienfV^ perform 
greater mrtters, as well as ikill to conduA 
them, he laid the plan of a more iroportaryt ' 
defign ; which he put in execution on ^he 
twenty- fifth of March : for, on that day, he 
failed from Plymouth, in a fhip calledifiie Pa- 
feta, burden feventy tons ; and his brother, 
John Drake, in the Swan, of twenty-five 
tons ; their wiiole ftreHgth confiftiTig^fonly ie- 
venty-three men and boys : and with tDis ^all 
force, on^the twenty fecond of July, in the 
year following, 157 3,^ attacked the town of 
Sombre de Dios, which then ferved the Spa- 
niards for the fame purpofes as Porto- Bello 
does now. .He took it in a few hours by 

ftorm. 
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notwithltandiqg a very dangeraua 
wound he reSeived in a£lioi^ yet, after 
all, with littU advantage^, \>eing ^^bliged, *af- 
ter a v£ry briik action, to bet^e tkemfelvea 
jto theif fhips. „ " 

His next attempt ^sls to pltf^ev the mules 
laden ^th filver, which pafled from Vera 
Cruz to Nombre de Dios ; but in this too he 
failed : however, attacking the former town» 
he carried it, and got fome little plunder. In 
their return, they unexpeAly met with fifty 
mules laden with plate ; of which they car* 
•* ricd off as much as poffible, and buried the 
reft. In thefe enterprifes he was very greatly 
affifted by a nation of Indians, perpetusdly en* 
gaged in war with the Spaniards. The prince, 
or captain, bf this tribe, wbofe name*' was Pe- 
dro, capts^ Drake prefented with a fine cut* 
lafs, of which he law the Indian was very 
In return, Pedro gave him four large 
wrages of gold; all which captain Drake 
threw into the common ftock, adding withal. 
That m thought it but juft, that fuch as bore 
the charge of fo uncertain a voyage, on his 
credit, ibould ihare the utmoft qi^vantages that 
voyage pi;pcki«od. Then embarking his men, 
with^a very confiderablc booty, he bore away 
for England ; and, in twenty-tlu^ee days, 
failed from Cape Florida to the ifles of Scilly } 
and from thence arrived fafe at Plymouth on' 
the ninth of Auguft. 

His fuccefs in this ea^editlon, joined to hiS 
Upright behaviour towards his owners, toge- 

thef 
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Aer 'wTO ufe he made of his riches/ 
gained Jiii^a very ld|h^ reputation ; fdf» in 
S5g;, fittiw out thr^ frigates ^t his own ex- 
pence, he (Sled with them to Ireland ;»wheFet 
under Walt^, earl of EfTex, (father no the^ 
carl whb hadV^en befteaded) he ferved as a * 
voluotcA, and did snanf glorious expiloits. 
After the death of his patron, he returned 
to England, in 1576; where Sir Chrillopher 
Idatton, vice-cbanihcrlain to queen Elizabeth, 
took him under hU protedtion ; introduced 
him to her majefly, and procured him her 
countenance. By this means he was enabled 
to undertake that grand expedition wluch 
will immortaliae his name. The hrll thing 
he propofed was a voyagi into the Soutb-Sea% 
through die Straits of Magellan, hitherto un- 
attempted by any EngUihman. Ttb,i| project 
w as well received at court, and captain Drake 
foon faw himfclf at the height of his wilhcsi;, 
for, in his former voyage, having had a diiM't 
profpedt of the South-Seas, he ardently rayed 
to God that he might fail an Engliih (inp in 
them ;* which now he found an opportunity of 
attempting, the aueen, by her permiflion, fur- 
mfliing him with the means; V/^his own 
ikme quickly drawing to him a fufficieSt force 
for that purpofe. 

^ While hr meditated on this great defjgn in 
lii8,oivn breaft, without* communicating it ro 
alj)y, he took care to procure the bell lights,* to 
engage feveral bold and adtive men to fofve 
Vot.IIL • 1* under 
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ifnder him whefc-cve^ he went ; ' and, by a 
well-timed difplay of pijiblic fpiriw made him- 
felf known tu, and guntd, forj)e powclful 
friends^at court. But, in 1577, while he was 
•thus warily contriving what he r.fierwards fo 
happily executed, one John ^'xenh^m, uho 
had gafhed great reputation by his gallant be- 
haviour in the laft voyage under him, bclkved 
he had penetrated captain Drake’s fcheme, and 
thought to be before hand with him in the ex- 
ecution of it. Accordingly, this man failed 
in a bark of one hundred and fory tons, with 
feventy brave fellows, to N ombre de Dies ; 
where, laying his bark up in a creek, he 
marched acrofs the iiihmus with his compani- 
ons; got into the South-Seas with fome ca- 
noes j and^ took two Spaniih fhips; with an 
immenfa^Rl?iifure in gold and filver : but, be- 
ing without Drake’s abilities and generofity, 
^ough nothing inferior to him in cou:age, 
fcli'-out with his men ; which occafichi^ \ fuch 


a dcl?y in his return, that the Fpar . rds re- 
covered their treafure ; deftroyv : r.arr of his 
crew ; and, at length, took him, n ih four 
of his companions; whom>^for /ant of a 
€omix))ffioifs^ juftify thei! proceedings, they 
hadged as pirates. 

Captain Drake, before he had any know- 
ledge of the iffue of this bufinels, and be- 
ing acquainted with no more than what w^s 
puDliC throughout all the weft of England, 
that Oxenbam was«iailed uppn fome fuch 
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defigfn/ brought his <^wn pibjeA to bear, thh)* 
thelightw ms owiL judgment,* and at^the ex»» 
j^nceofSrivate'pIrfons, wh« had an entire 
confidence in him ; for the fleet witlf which he 
failed^ on ^is extraordinary enterprtze, coa- 
fifted'c^f the^l lowing iliips : viz. The Peli- 
can, of orfe hundredT tons, comnftinded by 
himfelf ; the Elizabeth, vice-admiral, of 
eighty tons, under the command of captain 
John Winter ; the JVIarygold, a bark of fifty 
tons, under captain John Chefler; and the 
Chrittopher, a pinnace of fifteen tons, under 
captain Thomas Moon. In tliis ficet thf 
whole number of hands embarked, but a- 
mounted to no more^than one hundred ar(2 
fixty>four able men, with all necefTary provt- 
fions fttr fo long and dangerous st voyage ; the 
intent of which was, howevef^»-not publicly 
declared, but given out to be for Alexandria, 
though it was generally fufpefted, and many 
knew, that it was defigned for Americ^ . 

On the twenty-fifth of the fame raofth, he 
fell in with the coaft of Barbary ; ana, on the 
twenty-ninth, with Cape de Verd. The thir- 
teenth of Mjrch he pafTed the line ; the fifth 
of April he made the coaft oWEw^il^ in 
N. lat. and entered the river de la PIata,*where 
he loft t^e company of two of his fleet ; but, 
meeting them agaiii,,and taking out all their 
^ hands, and the provifions they had jn i- jn .1, 
he turned them* adrift. Onth; inh 

of May hc^ entered ;Jie port -.s' I 
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m-hwc he executed Mr. John Doughty,* who 
tvas nert in authority tu himfelf^ln which^ 
Iiowcver, hs prf ferved a |;rcat apjyrance of 
Jjdicc. ■ 1 

ft will, however, be neceflary tp» give an 
account of thia affair, as it was the moit 
remarkabh palTagcs in our hero’s life, with re- 
gard to hi^ moral cbaraftcr. After he had 
continued about two months in port Sr. Julian, 
lying within one degree of the Streights of 
Mngpllan, to make Sie VeeHary preparations 
for pafTing the freights with fafety, on a fud- 
den having carried the principal perfons en- 
gaged in the fervice to a defert ifland lying iii 
she bay, he called a court-martial, where he 
openea his commifiton ; by which the queen 
granted him the power of life and deaths 
which was d^vered him with this remarkable 
expreifion from her own mouth : ^ We do ac- 
count that he, Drake, who ftrlkes at thee, 
does ('rike at us.” He then explained wirii 
•:Iat w^dcrful fluency of fpeech which, with 
indiffcim education, he was naturally matter 
of, the caufe of the aflcmbly ; and proceeded 
next to charge Mr. John Doughty, who had 
been feconajq, command during the whole 
voyage, ^rif, with plotting in kis abfence to 
murckr him. 

We had,” faid he, « the foft hotice oC 
this gentleman’s intentions before he left Eng- 
land, but was in hopes his behaviom would 
have extinguUlted fuch difpolitionSf if there 
had been any truth in U& information.” 

He 
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He then appealed Ifor his bdhaviouf to the* 
#hole afTAibly, itnjto the gentleman accufed: 
Jic next ^pofed his pradtices froiE the time 
they Jeft M^gland, ^while he behavecT toward 
him w^h mSihc Idndnefs and cordiality of a 
brother ;*iupporting fiis charge by producing 
papers under his own hand; to which Mr. 
Doughty added a full and free confeiCon. Af- 
ter this, the capcaiailig;,«asJie was then calked, 
the general, quitted the *'pUee, telling the a(r . 
fenibly he expe^cd that they Ihould pafs a ver* 
didt upon him^ for he would be no judge lA 
his own caufe. 

Camden fays he wa^ tried by a jury. The 
accounts affirm, that die whole forty perfons 
of whidh the court confided, adjudged him to 
death, and gave this in writiilg- under their 
hands and ieah, leaving the time and manner 
of it to the general. Upon this, c^ta^iOM 
Drake, having maturely weighed the^htH|fi 
afiair, gave Mr. Doughty his choice^ ihn^r 
things. Tird, to be executed on iilanci 
wliere they were ; fccondly, to be fet afhore on 
the main lanc^; or, laftjy, to be fent home to 
abide the juftice of his country^ A&erdefiring 
till next day to coniider of thefe, he ^eetared, 
that he n^^de the fird has choice ; and, having 
received the facrament with the general fjoni 
»the hands of Mr. Francis Fletcher, chpplavi 
to the fleet, and made a full confeirion, Id) 
head was fevered fromjils body wiih .m axe by 
the provod-marfhal, on the fecond of July, 
.I5;8. 
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Tiiis^fland Kad been tbe fcene rf anctJici 
affiiir exatily cvf the fanf!: icind, rfty eigift 
years before, when Magellan caufed' John dc 
Carthag(?na, who was joined in /oinmilTion 
with him by the king of ^pain,j^bc hanged 
for the like offtnee ; and from hcncc it was 
called the iiland of true juflicc. 

But to return to an account of captain 
Drake’s voyage ; on th^t^ventieth of Auguft, 
1579, he entered the Streights of M.'igcllan ; 
on the twenty-fifth he paffed them, having 
when with him only his own fliip, which, in 
the Soutli^Seas, he new named the Hind : on 
the 25th of November he came to MacaOi 
in 1^3® lat. where he had appointed a rendez- 
vous in cafehtsihips were parted ; buctaptain 
Winter havxn^'repafied the ftreights, returned 
to England, from T«!aeao, Drake continued 
^ hiia voyage along the coafis of Chili and Peru, 
all opportunities of feizing Spanifli 
"'‘mips, of landing and attacking them on 
(hore, till they were fated with plunder ; and 
then ccafling North- America, to the height of 
he endeavoured to find a^paflage l)ack 
into ihe^^fh-nuc Ocean on that iide.— A con- 
vincing evidence of his confummate fkill and 
undaunted courage : for, if ever fuch a pafikge 
be found to the northward, this, in ml proba- 
bility, will be the metb(^. , 

Here, being difappointed of what he feught, 
be landed, and called the country New Al- 
bion ; taking pcfltfiion of it in the name, and 

fgr 
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for the ufcr, of queen» Kliza1>cth ; and. after 
c^j^e^lng Tis ihip^fei fail from fhencc,^n the 
twenty-nifilh of Seplember, ftfr the J^olucca 
iflands. fll^hofe this pafTage round rather than 
to rcnw:i Streights of Magellan ; partly 

from th« of being attacked by the Spa- 

niards, and partly from the latenefs or the lea- 
fbi), when dreadful dorms and huiricanef> were 
to be apprehended. Perhaps too, he gave out 
among his feamcn, that he was deterred by 
<he confident, though fiUfe, reports of the 
Spaniards, that the Streights couM nor be re- 
paded ; for it had a6lua1)y been d 'ne by cap-* 
tain John Winter, though Drake and his com- 
pany could know nothing of it then. 

But t^iat ca;>talu Drake could lyt apprehend 
any impoffibility in the thing itfclt appears 
from hence, that, in this very i^yage he had 
not only paiTed them, but tiad alfo been driven 
not through the dreights indeed;^ 
but in the open fea $ of which. Sir 
Hawkins gives the following account l^lm the 
captain’s own mouth: ** Jn'^all the dreights it 
ebbeth and Howeth more or lefs. If a man 
be furnlflied .v/itli wood and water, and the 
wind good, he may keep thePm^ (pa, and 
go round about the llrcighls to the foutht^ard : 
and this ia the Oiortcr way. For, befides the 
experience which wemade, that all thc^fonth 
‘part of t]}c Iheights is but iflands, many timt< 
having the fca open, I remember mat Siir 
Francis Drake told zd% that, having (hot the 
^ I 4 flreighi^i, 



1-6 BRITISH PLUTARClJ, 
nreigt^ts, a i|orin took h!m» £r|^, at 
uxil, and afterwards aE^^ut to /:he 

fouth-wft; which continued will j him many 
xlays wUli fuch extremity that 1^; could not 
^open any fail ; and, that at ^ » end of the 
llcrm l»c found hir*.fclf in'^fty decrees : 
which was fafhcient proof that he was beaten 
round about the dreights; for the lead height 
of the dreights i$ in 52^ and 50', in which 
ftand the two entrances, or mouths. And, 
moreover, he faid, that, danding about when 
the wind changed, he was not well able to 
double thefoutherninodi/Iand, and fo anchored 
under the lee of it ; and going afhore carried 
a compaie with hhri; and feeking out the 
fouthernmod part of the ifland, cali himfelf 
down upon tl^e uttermod point, groveling, and 
fo reached out his body over it. Soon after, 
be embarked ; where he acquainted his people 
“that- he had been upon the fouthernmod known 
lai^ in the world; and further to the fbuth^ 
wardlLpon it than any man yet known,” 

On the 13th of Odober, Drake fell ia with 
certain iflands inhabited by the mod barbarous 
people he had^met with in all hCs voyage. On 
the fou-thf'of "November he had fight of the 
Moluccas ; and, coming to the ifland of Ter- 
natc, was extremely well received Ey the king 
of th\U ifland, who fedns to have been a wife 
and polite prince. On the tenth of Decern* 
ber he made Celebes ; where, his (hip running 
an a rock, 4 m tbcJiiniSi of Januluy they got 
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off* Ihd corJmu^d their conrfj. • On tke fix- 
leShw of jwiirch/ iJSo^ he arrived at Java 
Major, thAce ihtending to have proceeded to, 
Malacgi, l^Uound h^mielf obliged to think of 
returning hojp^ immediately. On the tweniy- 
fifih he put this delign^n execution and » on 
the fifteenth of June, doubling the Cape, he 
had on board his (hip fifty-fevenmen, and but 
three cafks of water. On the twelfth of July 
he eroded the Line ; reached the coaft of Gui? 
ney on the fixteenth, and there took in wa» 
ter. On the eleventh of September, he madei 
the jfland of Tercera; and, on the third of 
November following, ej^tered the harbour of 
Plymouth, ^ 

In this voyage he completely furrounded the 

t lobe, which no commander in (ffiicf had done, 
efore him, 

Drake’s fuccefs in this voyage, and the im- 
xnenfe ueafure he brought home with 
became the general topic of converfation ffomo* 
highly commending, and others as loudly cen- 
furing him. In this uncertainty matters con- 
tinued during^ the remainder of tins year, 
1581, and the fpring of the nout ,vvhen, at 
length, on the 14th of April, her majJlly go- 
ing to Deptford, went on board Drake’s Ihip ; 
wdiere, after dinner, ihc conferred the honour 
^f knighthood on him, and declared her abfo- 
liite appiobaiion of all he had done. She 
alfo g.'ive diro^lions for^he prefervation of his 
that it miyht remain .n monu nent both of 
1 c hun • 
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himfel/ and lus country} But tiipe, thatt- dc- 
ftroys all things, having jteade groat br^&cltes 
in this ^’clTel,, which, tor niany Vears, had 
been vi|>wed with admiration at U ptford, was 
at length broken up, and a ch^i* made' out of 
the plapks was prelected, by John Davies, 
cfo. to the univerfity of Oxford, where it is 
lUll preferved. 

In the year 158^, he again failed to the 
Weft-Indies. In this expedition he took the 
cities of St. Jago, St. Dominico, Carthagena, 
and St. Auguftine; by which he even exceeded 
the moll fanguine hopes of his warmell friends.. 
Yet the profits of this voyage were but mode- 
rate, Sir Francis’s ticlign being rather to 
weaken the enemy than enrich himfelf. 

Two ycars^ afterwards he proceeded to Lif- 
bon with a fleet of thirty fail ; and, receiving 
intelligence of a confiderable fleet aflembled in 
■^th^bay of Cadiz, intended to make part 
«^f^n Spanilh armada, he bravely entered 
that pdrt, and burnt upwards of ten thoufand 
tons of dipping: then, having advice of a 
large Caracca mip expeded at the ifland of 
Tercera from t^ Eaft-Indies, hb failed thither; 
and, . riioogh his men were in great want of 
proviiions, lie prevailed on them to go through 
thofe hardlhips for a few days ; in which time 
the Eafi- India ihip arriving, he took and car- 
ried her home in triumph : fo that, during all 
the war, no expedition was fo happily con- 
dttdlcd as this, cither with regard to reputa- 
tion 
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tlbn or profit : and therefore it is th^ lefs fur- 
^nfingy ftat, UfxA his return, he was fome- 
thing e&ted withr the high* applaufe he re* 
ceived. this he was, however, « the more 
excdfabl^^ his pride always vented itfelf in 
the (frvieft ot the public. • 

It is here to be obferved, that, though oqr 
intrepid feaman in his voyage round the world « 
had the queen’s commiffion, yet he commanded 
none of her (hips ; but, in this expedition of 
1587, Sir Francis was on board a man of war, 
and his vice-admiral, Forbifher, was in ano- 
ther ; befides which he had two more of her 
majeily’s (hips, together with twenty-fix fail of 
feveral fixes fitted Out by the merchants of 
London. 

In the year 15S8, Sir Fraj^cis undertook 
convey water to the town of Plymouth, for j 
want of which, till then, it was greatly diftref^ 
fed ; and performed it by bringing ^ithet^' 
ilream from fprings at the difiancej&f eig^t 
miles, if the diftance be meafured in a ftrait 
line ; but in the manner by which he con- 
doled it, the courfe it runs is upwards o^ 
twenty mil^s. 

This year alfo he was ap'poiiTEednwi^-admi- 
ral under lord Charles Howard'Of -Ingham, 
high-d&miral of England;: here he was as for- 
tunate as ever, foi^he took a prize of a very 
galleon, commanded by don Pedro de 
Valdez, who yielded without ilriking a blow 
at the hire mentidll of his name. This don 

Pedro 
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Pedro remained rabove two years Franca 
Drake’s prifoner ^in £ngla^,» and, (vheni^ec 
was releafed; paid him for his own liberty, and 
that of hiatwo captains, a ranfompof three 
thoufand five hundred pounds. , r 
From th6k.veirel taken above, ^o,c6o ducats 
were diftributed among his (ailors and fol- 
diers ; which liberal (hare not a little riveted 
the afiedion they had for their valiant com* 
mander. It mull, however, be owned, that, 
through an overfighc of his, the admiral ran a 

J rreat hazard of being taken by the enemy ; 
or Drake was appointed, the firfl night of the 
engagement, to carry lights in his (hip for 
the dire£lion of the Englilh fleet ; but, being 
in purfuit of feme hoiks belonging tc the 
^ ^ans towns, negleded it ; which occafioned 
^ the admiral’s following the SpanUh lights, and 
in the morning found him(elf in the centre of the 
efIemy’sjBeet. But his fucceeding fervices fuf. 
fieiehtly ^ttoned for this overfight, the greateft 
execution done oh the flying Spaniards being 
performed by his (quadron. 

Next year, 1589, Sir Francis Drake was 
appointed admiral of the fleet fent ’to reftore 
don Antqnk). King of Portugal, and the com- 
mand of the land-forces given to Sir John 
Norris. But the fleet was ftarce at fca 'before 
•tfae 'Miamanders differed ;* the eccdlion of 
which was this : the general was earned for 
landing at the Groyne ; whereas the. admiral 
and foa-oficers were for lailing di^ly to* 

Liibon ; 



Sm TRANCIS^DRATfti. 
li^on ; Jn whicht had tl^ir advice •'beeii 
^ubtle(^ cheir cnterprize lUd 
ceeded, ind don Antonio b9en refiored ; for 
the enem^^ade fnch good ufe of thjp time ia 
furtifyin^Lifbon, ^at no impreflion coold»be 
made. Str^ohn, iadeed, marchgd by land 
to LifbDn, and Sir Francis promifcd to (ail 
up the river with his whole fleet; but, up- 
on perceiving the eonfequences, he chefe ra- 
ther to break his word than hazard the queen’s 
navy ; for which he was highly reproached by 
Norris, and the mifearriage of the whole af- 
fair imputed to the failure in his promife. 
Vet Sir Francis fully juflified himfelt on his 
return; for he (hewed the queen and council* 
that nvhatever was done thert or eKewhere* 
^1‘or the credit of the nation was performed 
r folely by the fleet, and by his orders ; id 
conreqnence of which, n lar^c fleet, iad«l< 
with liav.'il ftores from the Han* towns, was 
tcaken, with a great quantity of ammunilicii 
and artillery on board : that his failing up the 
river of Liibon wodld have flgnified nothing to 
'the taking the callle, which was two miles o(F| 
and, that, iwithout reducing it, there was no 
•taking the city. He fortiwr 'ftetKgl, tbac^ 
had it not been for the fleet, the army mod 
have lAen ftarved.j and, that, if they bad 
flayed any longer, ifeither fleet nor army could 
* have returned home; and, that, when he 
’found that he could not prevail on fome men 
■to manage their dWn a^irs right, he con- 

'tented 
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tented himfeir with managing as as At 
ACouId th^fc ihal were imip.ediately withi^ his 
own piovirice; a.id wiih 're peft to tl]*»fe, even 
^ the cenfurefs of this, -expedition adm !, that no 
^ body could have managed ‘hem bc/Ltr. 

The war with Spain JHil uJn^inui*ig la 
159^, and*it being evident that nothing dif- 
treked the r, eniy lo much as the lolles they 
met W'ith i;i the Indies^ a propofition was 
made to (he q:i<.cn by Sir John Hawkins and 
Sir Francis Drake, for undertaking a more ef- 
fcdlaal expedition into thofe parts than had 
hitherto been attnnpted ; and at the fame 
time they offered ro be at a great part of the 
expence themfclves, and to engage their 
friends to bear a ronflderable propori^fon of 
the reft. The oufi.n readily liftened to this 
i^iopofal, and turniihed a flout fquadron of 
i (hips of war, on board one of which, the 
Garland, Sir John Hawkins embarked.- Their 
whole force confifted of twenty-feven fbips 
and barks, and on board of them were two 
thoufand five hundred men. The fleet was 
detained fome time after it was ready on the 
.Englifh coafts by the arts of th<^ Spaniards, 
who receiving* intelligence of its "ftrength and 
deftinatiCn, gave out that they were ready 
themfelves to invade England, and u render 
this the more probable, aAually fenc four gal- 
lics to make a defeent on Cornwall. This 
had the defired cifedt, for the queen and the 
Aation being thereby alarred, thought it by 

no 
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no i^ans a^vifeable to fend fo great a^iumber 
oPffi^s o>) fo loiTg & voyage tt that critical 
junflurc. Mt lad ^is alarm blo^Vng over, 
the fle;pt faf^d in c^njundlion for dtilroying 
Nombr^de I)i^» a particular account of which 
will be given in the Hf?of Sir John fjawkins» 
who died the day before Sir Francis made his 
defperate attack on the ftiipping in the har-i 
hour of Porto Rico on November the thir- 
teenth, in purfuance of a refolution taken bjr a 
council of war. This attempt was ended in- 
deed with confidcrable lofs tu the Spaniardsf 
yet with little advantage to the Englifl), who, 
meeting with a ftronger refiftance and better 
fortifications than they expelled, ^ were oblig- 
ed to ihter off. The admiral then (leered U>t 
the main, where he took the fbwn of Rio de 
la Hache, which, a church and a (ingle houft 
excepted, he burnt to the ground. After this, 
deftroying ibme other villages, he proceeded 
to Santa Martha, which he alio burned. The 
like fate had Nombre de Dios, the Spaniards 
refufing to ranfom theie places; and in them 
an inconfiderable booty was taken. On the 
twenty-ninth %f December Sir Thomas Baf- 
kerville marched with feven hundred aM fifty 
men towards Panama, but returned on the 
fecond of January, finding the defign of redu- 
cing that place wholly impra£ticabie : fo that 
the whole of this expedition was a feries of 
misfortunes.. If they J^ad gone at firft to Por- 
to Rico, they had done the queen’s bulinefs 
^ their 6wn : if, when they had intelligence 

. of 
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of the ikSpaniiti foccoars jbeing latkied tjfere, 
Acy had prooeeded dire^fy to the IftlTmSs, 
an order fo have executed their dc/T ns againft 
^anamsf, before their forcqs had be^n wephenect 
by that defperate attach, thcyc;njght<.pofIibly 
?iave acc*omplifhed thSr firft intention; but 
'.graiping at too many things fpoiled all. A 
very ftrong fcnfc of this threw Sir Francis 
Drake into a deep melancholy, which occa- 
fioned a bloody flux, the natural difeafe of the 
country, that brought him to his end. His bo- 
dy, according to the cuHom of the /ea, was 
funk vcn» near the place where he firft laid the 
feondation of hh fame^and fortune. Such was 
the end of thu great roan, havng, according to 
iome, lived nfty*five years, and according to 
others only (iffy-one. Ills death 
ly lamented L7 me whole nation, but more 
<i^cia]ly-by thofe of his native place, who had 
•great reaiens to love him from the circum- 
ilances of his private life, as well as to cllerm 
liim in his public charafler. He had been 
defied buigefs for the town of Bofliney in 
^Cornwall, 10 the parliament h^ld the twenty- 
feventh of'jjuevn Elizabeth, and afterwards 
ibr Ptytnooth in £fevonfhire, in the thirty - 
fifth of tlie fame reign. Having hith ^to fpokea 
<of his public aflions, Oioll now fay fbine- 
thing of his perfon and charaAer. 

He was low of ftature, but well fet, had a 
'i>road open cheft, his e]^s large and clear, of 
a. fair complexion, with a frefh chearful and 
engaging countenance: as navigktion had 

<bee& 



; fclR FRANCIS' DR ATS . 

beei ]>is whole fludy, be wat a perfc^ maileV' 
in bunch of i% eipeciaUy aftr^omy^ 

and ti\e ap^icatios of it to t^e nautical art*. 
I'lis voyagG round Ae world is an incontefl* 
able proot of his courage, capacity, patience, 
and public fpirit ; Aflce he performed ever/ 
thing tMU GDuW be eapeded from# a man, 
who preferred the honour and profit of his- 
country to his own private advantage : and it: 
is apparent, that if Sir Francis Drake amafied 
a large fortune by continually expofine him<* 
felf to labours and perils, which hardly any 
other man would have undergone, for the fake, 
even of the greateH expedlations, he was far 
from being governed by a narrow and private 
ipirit; on the contrary, •his notions weie free 
and noble ; and the nation iland^indebced t& 
him for many advantages whichJSie at prefent 
enjoys, in arms, navigation, and commerce. 

It was the felicity of our admiral to live ia 
the time of a princefs, who always took care 
to diflinguifli merit. Sir Francis therefore* 
was always her favourite ; and when his coun- 
tryman Sir Bernard Drake, alfo a (eaman,. 
whole arms Sir Francis had alTumed, was la 
incenied as to give him a box on the ear ; the 
queen waspleafed to honour him mth^new 
coat, viz. fable, a fefs wavy between two 
pole-fiars, Srgent; and for his crell, a Ibip oa 
a globe under a ruff, llbld by a cable with a 
hnndoutof the clouds, and over it this motto^ 
AoxiLio DiviNO ; underneath, sic parvus 
MAGNA s in Vic rigging is hung up by the 

heels 
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*heel$ a wivern girles, which was the coa 
SirBevpard. Her najeAy’s kindx^s hov ever 
did not reach jjeyond thej?mve» for ihe fum.ed 
his brothtr Thomas Drake to prolecuted 
for a pretended debt to the crown, which 
much diminiflied the aclvan^es he* other* 
wife would have received from iiis 1[)rother’s 
fortune. This brother of his had accompanied 
him in his laft expedition, as his brothers 
John and Jofeph had done in his hi ft voyages 
to the Weft*Ittdies, wheie they botti died. 
The land eftate, purchafed by Sir Francis, was 
very coniiderable (for though on pioper ucca* 
fions he was extremely geneious, yet he was 
alio a good aconomift) devolved to his ne- 
phew mneis Drake, *fon to his brother, the 
aforelkid Thomas, who, in the fucceeding 
reien^ was created a baronet. In the pof* 
feiuon of the lineal defeendant of his family, 
viz. Sir Francis Henry Drake, baronet, is a 
bible to be feen, with an infeription indented on 
the edges, figni^ing, that it made the tour of 
the world with Sir Francis Drake, asallbmany 
other relicks preferved in the cabinets of the 
curious in memory of this famous perfbn, as 
a ftaif made outof his (hip, befe'^e it was broke 
up iiy.harof Mr. Thoresby of Leeds. And 
to this day is preferved in Berkley caftle, the 
bed and curtains, of green ftuff, oK which he 
lay during his whole voyage. 


End op the 1%ird VoIvme. 










